
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use ofthefiles We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrainfrom automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . qooqle . com/ 




f',: 



!:!'■'(' 







izedbyGoOgle 



(.-/ ^ ^ ^ ^/ .' ). t >, 







litizedbyGoOgle 



litizedbyGoOgle 



litizedbyGoOgle 



I 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M. T. aCERO 

DE SENECTUTE ET DE 
AMICITIA. 

EX EDITIONIBUS OLIVETI ET ERNESTI. 
ACCEDUNT NOT^ ANGLICiE. 



C. K. DILLAWAY, A. M. 



EDITIO SECUNDA. 



BOSTONLE: 

PERKINS ET MARVIN. 

PHILADELPHI^: H. PERKINS. 



1839. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






Tbe <litt Of 

Mrs. Bar» Abbot, 

of Oaatbridfftt, 



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1837, 

Bt PsRKIIff AlfD MARyiir, 

In the Clerk'8 Office of the Diatrict Court of the District of 
Massachusetts 



8TERE0TTPED AT THE 
BOSTON TTPE AND 8TERE0TTPE FOUNDRT. 



litizedbyGoOgle 



TO 



CHARLES BECK, P. D. 



PR0FB8S0R OF LATIN IN HARYARD UNIYERSITTy 



THIS VOLUME 



IS BESFECTFULLT INSCRIBED 



BT 



THE EDITOR. 



litizedbyGoOgle 



litizedbyGoOgle 



PREFACE, 



In the text which has been adopted in 
this edition, no alterations have been 
made, except in conforming the orthog- 
raphy of certain words to that of the 
dictionaries and grammars now generally 
used in this country, and distinguishing 
by accents certain equivocal words. 

The lines on each page have been 
numbered, for the more convenient ref- 
erence to the notes, as well as for the 
assistance of instructors in exercises of 
grammatical analysis. 

The notes have been prepared solely 
for the explanation of the difficult pas- 
1* 
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6 fRfiPACE. 

sages which occur in the text. For this 
purpose, as well as to offer an additional 
inducement for the pupil to read them, 
they have been made as brief and simple 
as possible. It has been thought in- 
expedient to encumber them with the 
various readings and critical remarks of 
commentators, as these are better suited 
to a more advanced stage in the student's 
progress. 

With this explanation, the editor offers 
this volume to the public, in the hc^e 
that it may afiford some assistance in the 
study of the classics, and that its merits 
may entitle it to a favorable reception. 

O. K. D. 
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M. TULLII CICERONIS 

CATO JVIAJOR, SEU DE SENECTUTE, 

AD 

T. POMPONIUM ATTICUM. 



I. t* O TiTE, si qnid ego adj&ro, curamye levasso, 
Qaae nunc te coquit, et yersat in pectore fixa, 
Ecquid erit pretii ? " 

Licet enim versibus iisdem mihi affari te, Attice, 
quibus affatur Flamininum, 5 

" Ille yir, haud magnd. cum re, sed plenu' fidei ; " 
quamquam certo scio, non, ut Flamininum, 

" Sollicitari te, Tite, sic noctesque diesque." 

Novi enim moderationem animi tui, et sequi- 
tatem ; teque non cognomen solum Athenis 10 
deport&sse, sed humanitatem, et prudentiam 
intelligo. Et tamen suspicor, iisdem rebus te, 
quibus meipsum, interdum gravius commoveri: 
quarum consolatio et major est, et in aliud 
tempus differenda. Nunc autem mihi visum est 15 
4e Senectute aliquid ad te conscribere. Hoc 
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8 CATO MAJOR, SEU 

enim onere, quod mihi tecum commune est, aut 
jam urgentis, aut certe adventantis senectutis, 
et te, et meipsum levari volo : etsi te quidem id 

" modice ac sapienter, (sicut omnia,) et ferre, et 
5 laturum esse, certo scio. Sed mihi, cum d^ 
Senectute aliquid vellem scribere, tu occurrebas 
dignus eo munere, quo uterque nostrum com- 
muniter uteretur. Mihi quidem ita jucunda 
hujus libri confectio fuit, ut non modo omnes 

10 absterserit senectulis molestias, sed effecerit 
mollem etiam et jucundam seneclutem. Nun- 
quam igitur satis laudari digne poterit philoso- 
phia, cui qui pareat, omne tempus setatis sine 
molestia possit degere. Sed de caeteris et dixi- 

15 mus multa, et saepe dicemus : hunc librum de 
senectute ad te misimus. 

Omnem autem sermonem tribuimus non 
Tithono, ut Aristo Chius, (ne parum esset 
auctoritatis in fabula), sed M. Catoni seni, 

20 quo majorem auctoritatem haberet oratio ; apud 
quem Laelium et Scipionem facimus admirantes, 
quod is tam facile senectutem ferat, iisque eum 
respondentem. dui si eruditius videbitur dis- 
putare, quam consuevit ipse in suis libris, attri- 

25 buito Graecis literis, quarum constat eum perstu- 
diosum fuisse in senectute. Sed quid opus est 
plura? jam enim ipsius Catonis sermo explicabit 
nostram omnem de senectute sententiam. 
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DE SENECTUTE. 

n. Scipio. Siepenumero admirari soleo cum 
hoc C. Lslio, tum ceterarum rerum tuam excel- 
lentem, M. Cato, perfectamque sapientiam, tum 
▼el maxime, quod nunquam senectutem tibi gra- \. 
vem esse senserim : quft plerisque senibus sic 6 ^ 
odiosa est, ut onus se iEtn& gravius dicant 
sustinere. 

Cato, Rem haud sane difficilem, Scipio et 
Lseli, admirari videmini. duibus enim nihil opis 
est in ipsis ad bene beateque vivendum, iis omnis 10 
gravis est stas : qui autem omnia bona a seipsis 
petunt, iis nihil potest malum videri, quod natursB 
necessitas afferat. duo in genere in primis est 
senectus, quam ut adipiscantur, omnes optant: 
eandem accusant adepti : tanta est inconstantia 16 
stnltitise, atque perversitas. 

Obrepere, aiunt, eam citius quam putdssent. 
Primum, quis codgit eos falsum putare? qui 
enim citius adolescentiae senectus, quam pueri- 
tise adolescentia, obrepit ? Deinde, qui minus 20 
gravis esset iis senectus, si octingentesimum 
annum agerent, quam octogesimum ? Prsterita 
enim stas, quamvis longa, cum effluxisset, nuUi 
consolatione permulcere posset stultam senec- 
tutem. 25 

Quocirca, si sapientiam meam admirari soletis, 
^qas utinam digna esset opinione vestri, nostro- 
4pe cognomine!) in hoc sumus sapientes, quod 
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10 CATO UAJOR, SEU 

naturam, optimam duc^n, tamquam Deum, sequi- 
mur, eique paremus : a qu&, non verisimile est, 
cum csterse partes statis bene descripts sint, 
extremum actum, tamquam ab inerti poetd, esse 
5 neglectum. Sed tamen necesse fuit esse aliquid 
extremum, et, tamquam in arborum baccis, ter- 
rseque frugibus, maturitate tempestivi quasi 
vietum et caducum : quod ferendum est molliter 
sapienti. duid enim est aliud, gigantiim modo 

10 bellare cum Diis, nisi naturs repugnare 1 

LtBlius. Atqui, Cato, gratissimum nobis, (ut 
etiam pro Scipione pollicear) feceris, si, quoniam 
speramus, (volumus quidem certe) senes fieri, 
ante multo a te didicerimus^ quibus facillime r&- 

15 tionibus ingravescentem statem ferre possimus. 
Cato. Faciam vero^ Lsli ; praesertim si utri- 
que vestrum, ut dicis, gratum futurum est. 

Scipio. Volumus sane^ nisi molestum est, 
Cato, tamquam aliquam viam longam confecerisy 

20 quam nobis quoque ingrediendum sit, istuc, quo 
pervenisti, videre, quale sit. 

in. Cato, Faciam, ut potero, Lseli. Ssepe 
enim interfiii querelis meorum SBqualium, (pares 
autem cum paribus, veteri proverbio, facillime 
S5 congregantur,) quas C. Salinator, quse Sp. AH)i- 
nus, homines consulares, nostri fere oBquales, 
deplorare solebant; tum quod voluptatibus cai- 
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DE SENECTUTE. .11 

rerent, sine quibus vitam nullam putarent; tum 
quod spernerentur ab iis, a quibus essent coli 
soliti; qui mihi non id videbantur accusare, 
quod esset accusandum. Nam, si id culpi 
senectutis accideret, eadem mihi usu evenirent, 5 
reliquisque omnibus majoribus natu : quorum 
ego multorum cognovi senectutem sine quere]& ; 
qui se et libidinum vinculis laxatos esse non 
moleste ferrent, nec a suis despicerentur. Sed 
omnium istiusmodi querelarum in moribus est 10 
,cu]pa, non in setate. Moderati enim, et nec 
■difficiles, nec inhumani senes tolerabilem agunt 
senectutem : importunitas autem, et inhumanitas 
omni a3tati molesta est. 

LcbUus, Est, ut dicis, Cato. Sed fortasse 15 
dixerit quispiam, tibi, propter opes, et copias, 
et dignitatem tuam, to]erabiliorem senectutem 
videri ; id autem non posse multis contingere. 

Cato, Est istuc quidem, Lseli, aliquid ; sed 
nequdquam in isto sunt omnia : ut Themistoc]es 20 
fertur Seriphio euidam in jurgio respondisse, 
cum ille dixisset, non eum sua, sed patriae 
glorii splendorem assecutum ; " Nec, hercule," 
inquit, si ego Seriphius essem, nobilis ; nec tu, 
si Atheniensis esses, clarus unquam fuisses." 25 
duod eodem modo de senectute potest dici. 
Neque enim in summ& inopid ]evis esse senec- 
tus potest, ne sapienti quidem; nec insipienti, 
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12 CATO MAJOR, SEU 

etiam in summ& copi&^ non grayis. Aptissima 
omnino sunt, Scipio et Lseli, arma senectutisy 
artes exercitationesque virtutum, quse in omni 
«etate cult», cum multum diuque vixeris, miri- 
5 ficos efferunt fructus ; non solum quia nunquam 
deserunt, ne in extremo quidem tempore statiSy 
(quamquam id maximum est,) verum etiam quia 
conscientia bene actae vitse, multorumque bene- 
X factorum recordatio, jucundissima est. 

10 IV. Ego d. Maximum, (eum qui Tarentum 
recepit,) adolescens ita dilexi senem, ut «equa- 
lem : erat enim in illo viro comitate condita 
gravitas ; nec senectus mores mutaverat; quam- 
quam eum colere coepi non adroodum grandem 

15 natu, sed tamen jam setate provectum ; anno 
enim post consul primum fuerat, quam ego 
natus sum ; cumque eo, quartum consule, adoles- 
centulus miles profectus sum ad Capuam, quin- 
toque anno post ad Tarentum quaestor ; deinde 

20 sedilis, quadriennio post factus sum prsetor ; 
quem magistratum gessi, consulibus Tuditano 
et Cethego, cum quidem ille admodum senex, 
suasor legis Cincise de donis et muneribus fuit. 
Hic et bella gerebat, ut adolescens, cum plane 

25 grandis esset ; et Hannibalem juveniliter exultan- 
tem patientia suk molliebat: de quo praedare 
familiaris noster Ennius: 
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DE SENECTUTE. 18 

** Unii8, qiii nobis ounctando restituit rem ; 
Non ponebat enim rumores ante salutem : 
Ergo magisque magisque viri nunc gloria claret." 

Tarentum vero qua vigilantia, quo consilio, 
recepit ! cum quidem, me audiente, Salinatori, 5 
qui, amisso oppido, fugerat in arcem, glorianti, 
atque ita dicenti : " Mea opera, d. Fabi, 
Tarentum recepisti:*' ** Certe," inquit ridens 
** nam, nisi tu amisisses, nunquam recepissem." 
Nec vero in armis prsestantior, quam in togsl; lo 
qui consul iterum, Sp. Carvilio collega quies- 
cente, C. Flaminio tribuno plebis, quoad potuit, 
restitit, agrum 'Picentem et Gallicum viritim 
contra senatus auctoritatem dividenti. Augur- 
que cum esset, dicere ausus est, optimis auspiciis 15 
ea geri, quae pro reipublicae salute gererentur; 
qusB contra rempublicam ferrentur, contra aus* 
picia ferri. Multa in eo viro preBclara cognovi ; 
sed nihil est admirabilius, quam quomodo ille 
mortem M. filii tulit, clari viri, et consularis. 20 
Est in manibus laudatio; quam cum legimus, 
quem philosophum non contemnimus? Nec 
vero ille in luce modo atque in oculis civium 
magnus; sed intus domique praestantior. dui 
sermo ! qusB praecepta ! quanta notitia antiquita- 25 
tis ! quae scientia juris augurii ! multaB etiam, ut 
in homine Romano, literaB : omnia memori& . 
tenebat, non domestica solum, sed etiam externa 
2 
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14 CATO MAJOR, SEU 

bella; cujus sermone ita tum cupide fruebary 
quasi jam divinarem id, quod evenit, illo ex- 
tincto, fore, unde discerem, neminem. 

V. duorsum igitur hsec tam multa de Maxi- 
5 mo? quia profecto videtis nefas esse dictu, mi- 
seram fuisse talem senectutem. Nec tamen 
omnes possunt esse Scipiones, aut Maximi, ut 
urbium expugnationes, ut pedestres navalesve 
pugnas, ut bella a se gesta, triumphosque, recor- 
10 dentur. Est etiam quiete et pure, et eleganter 
actae setatis placida ac lenis senectus, qualem 
accepimus Platonis, qui, uno etoctogesimo anno, 
scribens mortuus est ; qualem Isocratis, qui eum 
librum, qui ** Panathenaicus'* inscribitur, quarto 

15 et nonagesimo anno scripsisse se dicit; vixitque 
quinquennium postea: cujus magister Leontinus, 
Gorgias centum et septem complevit annos; 
neque unquam in suo studio atque opere ces- 
savit: qui, cum ex eo quaereretur, cur tamdiu 

20 vellet esse in vita ; " Nihil habeo," inquit, 
"quod incusem senectutem." Praeclarum re- 
sponsum, et docto homine dignum ! Sua enim 
vitia insipientes, et suam culpam, in senectutem 
conferunt : quod non faciebat is, cujus modo 

25 mentionem feci, Ennius ; 

" Sicut fortis equus, spatio qui sappe supremo 
Yicit Olympia, nunc senio confectu' qttiescit.'* 

Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



DE SENECTUTE. 15 

Equi fortis et victoris senectuti comparat suam; 
quam quidem probe meminisse potestis: anno 
enim undevicesimo post ejus mortem, hi consu- 
les, T. Flamininus et M' Acilius, facti sunt : ille 
autem Csepione, et Philippo iterum, consulibus, 5 
mortuus est : cum ego quidem, V et LX annos 
natus, legem Voconiam voce magnaL, et bonis 
lateribus, suasissem. Annos LXX natus (tot 
enim vixit Ennius) ita ferebat duo, quae maxima 
putantur onera, paupertatem et senectutem, ut 10 
eis paene delectari videretur. 

Etenim, cum contemplor animo, reperio 
quatuor causas, cur senectus misera videatur: 
unam, quod avocet a rebus gerendis ; alteram, 
quod corpus faciat infirmius; tertiam, quod 15 
privet omnibus fere voluptatibus : quartam, quod 
haud procul absit a morte. Earum, si placet, 
causarum quanta, quamque sit justa unaquaeque, 
videamus. 

VI. A rebus gerendis senectus abstrahit? 20 
duibus? an iis, quaB in juventute geruntur, et 
viribus? Nullaene igitur res sunt seniles, quae, 
vel infirmis corporibus, animo tamen adminis- 
trentur ? Nihil ergo agebat d. Maximus ? Nihil 
L. Paullus, pater tuus, Scipio, socer optimi viri, 25 
filii mei ? csBteri senes, Fabricii, Curii, Corun- 
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16 CATO MAJOR; SKU 

caniiy cum rempublicam consilio et auctoritate 
defendebant, nihil agebant? 

Ad App. Claudii senectutem accedebat etiam, 

ut csBcus esset: et tamen is, cum sententia 

5 senatus indinaret ad pacem, et fcedus £Eiciendum 

oum Pyrrho, non dubitavit dicere illa, qusB versi- 

bus persecutus est Ennius : 

** Quo vobis mentes, rectsB qusB stare lolebant 
Antehac, dementes sese flexdre [yia] ? " 

10 cseteraque gravissime : notum enim vobis carmen 
est: et tamen ipsius Appii extat oratio: atque 
hanc iUe egit septem et decem annos post alte- 
rum consulatum, cum inter duos consulatus 
anni decem interfluxissent, censorque ante con- 

15 sulatum superiorem fuisset. Ex quo intelligitur, 
Pyrrhi bello grandem sane fuisse : et tamen sic 
a patribus acc^pimus. 

Nihil igitur aflferunt, qui in re gerend4 versari 
senectutem negant : similesque sunt iis, qui gu- 

20 bernatorem in navigando agere nihil dicant, cum 
alii malos scandant, alii per foros cursent, alii 
sentinam exhauriant ; ille autem, clavum tenens, 
sedeat in puppi quietus. Non faciat ea, que 
juvenes : at vero multo majora et meliora facit. 

35 Non viribus, aut velocitatibus, aut celeritate cor- 
porum, res magnae geruntur^ sed consilio, auc- 
toritate, sententia ; quibus non modo non orbari, 
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DE SENECTUTE. 17 

Bed etiam augeri, senectus solet. Nisi forte ego 
vobis, qui et miles, et tribunus, et legatus, et 
consul, versatus sum in vario genere bellorum, 
cessare nunc videor, cum bella non gero. At 
senatui, qu« sunt gerenda, prsscribo, et quo- 5 
modo : Carthagini, male jam diu cogitanti, bel- 
ium muho ante denuntio; de qui vereri non 
ante desinam, quam illam excisam esse cogno- 
¥era 

duam palmam utinam Dii immortales tibi, 10 
Scipio, rescrvent, ut avi reliquias persequare ! 
cttjus a morte hic tertius et tricesimus est annus : 
sed memoriam illius viri excipient omnes anni 
consequentes. Anno ante me censorem mor- 
tuus est, novem annis post meum consulatum, 15 
cum consul iterum, me consule, creatus esset. 
Num igitur, si ad centesimum annum vixisset, 
senectutis eum suae poeniteret ? nec enim excur- 
sione, nec saltu, nec eminus hastis, aut comi- 
nus gladiis uteretur ; sed consilio, ratione, sen- 20 
tentid ; quae nisi essent in senibus, non summum 
consilium majores nostri appell^ssent Senatum, 
Apud Lacedaemonios quidem, ii qui amplissi- 
mum magistratum genint, ut sunt, sic etiam 
nominantur, senes. duod si legere aut audire 25 
voletis extema, maximas respublicas ab adoles- 
centibus labefactas, a senibus sustentatas et re&- 
titutas, reperietis. 
2* 
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18 CATO MAJOR, SEU 

<< Cedo, qu! yestram rempublicam tantam amisistis tam 
cito?" 



sic enim percontantur, ut est in Nsvii poetes 
Ludo. Respondentur et alia, et hsc in primis: 

** Proveniebant oratores noyi, stulti, adolescentuli." 

5 Temeritas est videlicet florentis setatis, prudentia 
senescentis. 

VII. At memoria minuitur. Credo, nisi eam 
exerceas, aut si sis naturi tardior. Themistocles 
omnium civium nomina perceperat : num igitur 

10 censetis eum, cum aetate processisset, qui Aris- 
tides esset, Lysimachum salutare soHtum? 
Equidem non modo eos novi qui sunt, sed 
eorum patres etiam, et avos: nec, sepulcra 
legens, vereor (quod aiunt) ne memoriam per- 

15 dam : his enim ipsis legendis, redeo in memo- 
riam mortuorum. Nec vero quemquam senum 
audivi oblitum, quo loco thesaurum obruisset. 
Omnia, qusB curant, meminerunt; vadiinonia 
eonstituta ; qui sibi, quibus ipsi, debeant. 

5iO ^uid jurisconsulti ? quid pontifices? quid 
augnres? quid philosophi senes? quam multa 
meminerunt! Manent ingenia senibus, modo 
permaneat studium et industria; nec ea solum 
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in claris et honoratis viris, sed in vit4 etiam 
privati et quietH. Sophocles ad summam se- 
nectutem tragcedias fecit ; quod propter studium, 
cum rem familiarem negligere videretur^ a filiis 
in judicium vocatus est ; ut, quemadmodum nos- 5 
tro more male rem gerentibus patribus bonis 
interdici solet, sic illum, quasi desipientem, a 
re familiari removerent judices. Tum senex 
dicitur eam fabulam, quam in manibus habebat, 
et proxime scripserat, CEdipum Coloneum, re- 10 
cit&sse judicibus, qusesisseque, num illud carmen 
desipientis videretur: quo recitato, sententiis 
judicum est liberatus. 

Num igitur hunc, num Homerum, num He- 
siodum, num Simonidem, num Stesichorum, 15 
num (quos ante dixi) Isocratem, Gorgiam, num 
philosophorum principes, Pythagoram, Democri- 
tum, num Platonem, num Zenocratem, num 
postea Zenonem, Cleanthem, aut eum, quem 
vos etiam RomsB vidistis, Diogenem Stoicum, 20 
coegit in suis studiis obmutescere senectus ? an 
non in omnibus iis studiorum agitatio vitse 
«qualis fuit ? 

Age, ut ista divina studia omittamus, possum 
nominare ex agro Sabino rusticos Romanos, 25 
vicinos et familiares meos, quibus absentibus, 
nunquam fere uUa in agro majora opera fiunt, 
non serendis, non percipiendis, non condendis 
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30 CATO MAJOR; SEU 

fructibus : quamquam in illis minus hoc mirum t 
nemo enim est tam senex, qui se annum non 
putet posse vivere : sed iidem elaborant in eis, 
quas sciunt nihil omnino ad se pertinere. 

5 " Serit arbores, que alteri scbcuIo prosint/' 

ut ait Statius noster in Synephebis. Nec vero 
dubitet agricola, quamvis senex, qusrenti, cui 
serat, respondere : " Diis immortalibus, qui me 
non accipere modo hsec a majoribus voluerunt, 
10 sed etiam posteris prodere." 

VIII. Melius Caecilius de sene alteri sseculo 
prospiciente, quam illud idem : 

" iEdepol, senectus, si nihil quidquam aliud vitii 
Apportes tecum, cum advenis ; unum id sat est, 
15 Quod, diu vivendo, multa, qu8B non vult, videt." , 

Et multa fortasse, qus vult : atque in ea quidem, 
qus non vult, ssepe etiam adolescentia incurrit. 
Ulud vero idem Csecilius vitiosius : 

*^ Tum equidem in senectft hoc deputo miserrimum, 
20 Sentire, ek aetate esse se odiosum alteri." 

Jucundum potius, quam odiosum. Ut enim 
adolescentibus bona indole praeditis si^ientes 
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senes delectantur, leviorque fit eorum senectus, 
qui a juventute coluntur et diliguntur ; sic ado- 
lescentes senum pr^eceptis gaudent, quibus ad 
virtutum studia ducuntur: nec minus intelligo 
me vobis, quam vos mihi esse jucundos. Sed 5 
videtis, ut senectus non modo languida atque 
iners non sit, verum etiam sit operosa^ et semper 
agens aliquid et moli^ns; tale scilicet, quale 
cujusque studium in superiore vitsl fuit. duid, 
quod etiam addiscunt aliquid ? ut Solonem ver- 10 
sibus ^oriantem videmus, qui se, quotidie aliquid 
addiscentem, senem fieri dicit : ut ego feci^ qui 
Graecas literas senex didici; quas quidem sic 
avide arripui, quasi diuturnam sitim explere 
cupiens, ut ea ipsa mihi nota essent, quibus me 15 
nunc exemplis uti videtis. duod cum fecisse 
Socratem in fidibus audirem, vellem equidem et 
illud (discebant enim fidibus antiqui): sed in 
literis certe elaboravi. 

IX. Ne nunc quidem vires desidero adoles- 20 
centis, (is enim erat locus alter de vitiis senectu- 
tis) non plus, quam, adolescens, tauri aut ele- 
phanti desiderabam. duod est, eo decet uti; 
et, quidquid agas, agere pro viribus. duse enim 
vox potest esse contemptior, quam Milonis Cro- 25 
toniatas? qui, cum jam senex esset, athletasque 
se in curriculo exercentes videret, adspexisse 
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lacertos suos dicitur, illacrymansque dixisse, 
"At hi quidem jam mortui sunt." Non vero 
tam isti, quam tu ipse, nugator : neque enim ex 
te unquam es nobilitatus, sed ex lateribus et 
6 lacertis tuis. Nihil S. iElius tale, nihil multis 
annis ante Ti. Coruncanius, nihil modo P. Cras- 
sus; a quibus jura civibus prsscribebantur ; 
quorum usque ad extremum spiritum est pro- 
vecta prudentia. 

10 Orator,'metuo, ne languescat senectute: est 
enim munus ejus non ingenii solum, sed laterum 
etiam et virium. Omnino canorum illud in voce 
splendescit etiam, nescio quo pacto, in senec- 
tute ; quod equidem adhuc non amisi : et videtis 

15 annos : sed tamen est decorus sermo senis quie- 
tus et remissus ; facitque persaepe ipsa sibi audi- 
entiam diserti senis compta et mitis oratio. Quod 
si ipse exsequi nequeas, possis tamen Scipioni 
praecipere, et Laelio. duid enim est jucundius 

20 senectute stipata studiis juventutis ? 

An ne eas quidem vires senectuti relinquemus, 
ut adolescentulos doceat, instituat, ad omne 
officii munus instruat ? quo quidem opere quid 
potest esse praeclarius? Mihi vero Cn. et P. 

25 Scipiones, et avi tui duo, L. iEmilius et P. Afri- 
canus, comitatu nobilium juvenum fortunati vide- 
bantur. Nec ulii bonarum artium magistri non 
beati putandi, quamvis consenuerint vires, atque 
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defecerint: etsi ista ipsa defectio virium ado- 
lescentiaB vitiis efficitur saepius, quam senectutis. 
Libidinosa etenim et intemperans adolescentia 
effetum corpus tradit senectuti. 

Cyrus quidem, apud Xenophontem, eo sermo- 5 
ne, quem moriens habuit^ cum admodum senex 
esset, negat se unquam sensisse senectutem suam 
imbecilliorem factam, quam adolescentia fuisset 
Ego L. Mete]Ium memini, puer, (qui, cum qua- 
driennio post alterum consulatum pontifex maxi- 10 
mus factus esset, viginti et duos annos ei sacer- 
dotio prsefuit) ita bonis esse viribus extremo 
tempore aetatis, ut adolescentiam non requireret. 
Nihil necesse est mihi de me ipso dicere : quam- 
quam est id quidem senile, setatique nostrse con- 15 
ceditur. 

X. Videtisne, ut apud Homerum ssepissime 
Nestor de virtutibus suis praedicet ? tertiam enim 
jam setatem hominum vivebat : nec erat ei 
verendum, ne, vera de se praedicans, nimis 20 
videretur aut insolens aut loquax. Etenim (ut 
ait Homerus) ex ejus lingua melle dulcior 
fluebat oratio ; quam ad suavitatem nullis egebat 
corporis viribus: et tamen dux ille Graeciae 
nusquam optat, ut Ajacis similes habeat decem, 25 
at ut Nestoris; quod si acciderit, non dubitat, 
quin brevi Troja sit peritura. 
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Sed redeo ad me. Cluartum annum ago et 
ootogesimum : equidem posse vellem idem glori- 
ari, quod Cyrus: sed tamen hoc queo dicere, 
non me quidem iis esse viribus, quibus aut miles 

5 bello Punico, aut qusestor eodem bello, aut con- 
sul in Hispania fuerim, aut quadriennio post, 
cum, tribunus militaris, depugnavi apud Ther- 
mopylas, M' Acilio Glabrione consule : sed tamen 
(ut vos videtis) non plane me enervavit nec 

10 afflixit senectus : non curia vires meas desiderat, 
non Rostra, non amici, non clientes, non hos- 
pites : nec enim unquam sum assensus veteri illi 
laudatoque proverbio, quod monet, mature fieri 
senem, si diu velis esse senex. Ego vero me 

15 minus diu senem esse mallem, quam esse senem 
ante, quam essem. Itaque nemo adhuc conve— 
nire me voluit, cui fuerim occupatus. 

At minus habeo virium, quam vestrum utervis. 
Ne vos quidem T. Pontii centurionis vires habe- 

20 tis : num idcirco est ille praestantior? Moderatio 
modo virium adsit, et tantum, quantum potest, 
quisque nitatur : nae ille non magno desiderio 
tenebitur virium. Olympiae per stadium ingres- 
sus esse Milo dicitur, cum humeris sustineret 

25 bovem vivum. Utrum igitur has corporis, an 
Pythagorae tibi malis vires ingenii dari ? Deni- 
que isto bono utare, dum adsit ; cum absit, ne 
requiras ; nisi forte adolescentes pueritiam, pau- 
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lum state progressi adolescentiam; debeant re- 
quirere. Cursus est certus setatis^ et una via ^ 
naturs, eaque simplex: suaque cuique parti 
statis tempestivitas est data; ut et infirmitas 
puerorum, et ferocitas juvenum, et gravitas jam 5 
constantis aetatis, et senectutis maturitas, natu- 
rale quiddam habeat, quod suo tempore percipi 
debeat. 

Arbitror te audire, Scipio, hospes tuus avitus, 
Masinissa, quae faciat hodie, nonaginta annos 10 
natus : cum ingressus iter pedibus sit, in equum 
omnino non adscendere; cum equo, ex equo 
non descendere; nullo imbre, nullo frigore 
adduci, ut capite operto sit ; summam in eo esse 
corporis siccitatem ; itaque exsequi qmnia regis 15 
officia et munera. Potest igitur exercitatio et 
temperantia, etiam in senectute, conservare 
aliquid pristini roboris. 

XI. Non sunt in senectute vires ? Ne postu 
lantur quidem vires a senectute. Ergo, et legi- 20 
bus et institutis, vacat aetas nostra muneribus iis, 
quae non possunt sine viribus sustineri: itaque 
non modo, quod non possumus, sed ne quantum 
possumus quidem, cogimur. 

At ita multi sunt imbecilli senes, ut nullum 25 
officii aut omnino vitse munus exsequi possint. 
At id quidem non proprium senectutis est 
3 
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vitium, sed commune valetudinis. Cluam fuit 
imbecillus P. Africani filius, is qui te adoptavit ! 
quam tenui, aut nulla potius valetudine! quod 
ni ita fuisset, alterum ille exstitisset lumen civi- 
^ tatis : ad paternam enim magnitudinem animi, 
doctrina uberior accesserat. Quid mirum igitur 
in senibus, si infirmi sunt aliquando, cum ne id 
quidem adolescentes efFugere possint? Resis- 
tendum, Laeli et Scipio, senectiiti est; ejusque 

10 vitia diligentia compensanda sunt. Pugnan- 
dum, tamquam contra morbum, sic contra se- 
nectutem. 

Habenda ratio valetudinis : utendum exercita- 
tionibus modicis : tantum cibi et potionis adhi- 

]5 bendum, ut reficiantur vires, non opprimantur. 
Nec vero corpori soli subvemendum est, sed 
menti atque animo multo magis : nam hsec quo- 
que, nisi tamquam lumini oleum instilles, ex- 
stinguuntur senectute. Et corpora quidem de- 

20 fatigatione et exercitatione ingravescunt ; animi 
autem exercitando levantur : nam, quos ait Cs- 
cilius " comicos stultos senes," hos significat 
credulos, obliviosos, dissolutos; quse vitia sunt 
non sehectutis, sed inertis, ignavae, somnicu- 

25 losae senectutis. Ut petulantia, ut libido, magis 
est adolescentium, quam senum ; nec tamen 
omnium adolescentium, sed non proborum; sic 
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ista senilis stultitia (quse deliratio appellaii solet) 
senum levium est^ non omnium. 

Quatuor robustos filios, quinque filias, tantam 
domum, tantas clientelas, Appius regebat, et 
senex et csecus : intentum enim animum, tam- 5: 
quam arcum, habebat ; nec languescens succum- 
bebat senectuti. Tenebat non modo auctorita- 
tem, sed etiam imperium, in suos: metuebant 
servi; verebantur liberi; carum omnes habe- 
bant : vigebat in illsi domo patrius mos et dis- lt> 
ciplina. 

Ita enim senectus honesta est, si se ^sa de- 
fendit, si jus suum retinet, si nemini emancipata 
est, si usque ad extremum spiritum dominatur in 
suos. Ut enim adolescentem, in quo senile ali- 15 
quid, sic senem, in quo est adolescentis aliquid, 
probo: quod qui sequitur, corpore senex esse 
poterit, animo nunquam erit. Septimus mihi 
" Originum " liber est in manibus : omnia anti- 
quitatis monumenta colligo : causarum illustrium, 20 
quascumque defendi, nunc quam maxime con- 
ficio orationes: jus augurum, pontificum, civile- 
tracto : multum etiam Graecis literis utor : Py- 
thagoreorumque more, exercendaB memoriae gra- 
tia, quid quoque die dixerim, audierim, egerim, 2& 
commemoro vesperi. Hae sunt exercitationes 
ingenii, haec curricula mentis : in his desudans 
atque elaborans, corporis vires non magnopere 
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desidero. Adsum amicis : venio in senatum fre- 

quens, ultroque affero res multum et diu cogita- 

taa; easque tueor animi, non corporis, viribus. 

Qufle si exsequi nequirem, tamen me lectulus 

5 oblectaret meus, ea ipsa cogitantem, quse jam 

^ agere non possem : sed, ut possim, facit acta vita. 

Semper enim in his studiis laboribusque viventi 

non intelligitur, quando obrepat senectus. Ita 

sensim sine sensu aetas senescit: nec subito 

10 irangitur ; sed diutumitate exstinguitur. 

XII. Sequitur tertia vituperatio senectutis, 
quod eam carere dicunt voluptatibus. O prae- 
clarum munus statis, si quidem id aufert nobis, 

15 quod est in adolescentid vitiosissimum ! Acci- 
pite enim, optimi adolescentes, veterem oratio- 
nem Archytae Tarentini, magni in primis et 
prsclari viri ; qus mihi tradita est, cum essem 
adolescens Tarenti cum d. Maximo. NuIIam 

SO capitaliorem pestem, quam corporis voluptatem, 
hominibus dicebat a natura datam ; cujus volup- 
tatis avids libidines temere et effrenate ad poti- 
undum incitarentur. Hinc patriae proditiones, 
hinc rerumpublicarum eversiones, hinc cum 

25 hostibus clandestina colloquia nasci : nullum 
denique scelus, nullum malum facinus esse, ad 
quod suscipiendum non libido voluptatis impel- 
lcret; stupra vero, et adulteria, et omne tale 
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flagitium, nullis aliis illecebris excitari, nisi 
voluptatis. Cumque homini sive natura^ sive 
quis Deus, nihil mente praestabilius dedisset; 
huic divino muneri ac dono nihil esse tam ini- 
micum, quam voluptatem. Nec enim, libidine 5 
dominante, temperanti^ locum esse ; neque 
omnino in voluptatis regno virtutem posse con- 
sistere. Quod quo magis intelligi posset, fin- 
gere animo jubebat, tantsl incitatum afiquem (^ 
voluptate corporis, quanta percipi posset max- 10 * 
ima. Nemini censebat fore dubium, quin tam- 
diu, dum ita gauderet, nihil agitare mente, nihil 
ratione, nihil cogitatione consequi, posset : quxjw 
circa nihil esse tam detestabile, tamque pestife- 
rum, quam voluptatem ; siquidem ea, cum major 15 
esset atque longior, omne animi lumen exstin- 
gueret. HaBc cum C. Pontio Samnite (patre 
ejus, a quo, Caudino proBlio, Sp. Postumius, T. 
Veturius, consules, superati sunt) locutum Ar- 
chytam, Nearchus Tarentinus, hospes noster, ga 
(qui in amicitifii populi Romani permanserat) se 
a majoribus natu accepisse dicebat, cum quidem 
ei sermoni interfuisset Plato Atheniensis ; quem 
Tarentum venisse, L. Camillo, Appio Claudio 
consulibus, reperio. 25 

duorsum haec? ut intelligatis, si voluptatem 
adspernari ratione et sapientii non possemus, 
magnam habendam senectuti gratiam, quse effi- 
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ceret, ut id non liberet, quod non oporteret 
Impedit enim consilium voluptas, rationi inimi- 
ca; ac mentis (ut ita dicam) prsestringit oculos; 
nec habet ullum cum virtute commercium. In- 
6 vitus quidem feci, ut fortissimi viri T. Flaminini 
fratrem, L. Flamininum, e senatu ejicerem, 
septem annis postquam consul fuisset: sed 
notandam putavi libidinem. Ille enim, cum 
esset consul, in GalliS, exoratus in convivio a 

10 scorto est, ut securi feriret aliquem eorum, qui 
in vinculis essent, damnati rei capitalis. Hic, 
Tito, fratre suo, censore, (qui proximus ante roe 
fuerat) elapsus est: mihi vero et Flacco neuti- 
quam probari potuit tam flagitiosa et tam perdita 

15 libido, qusB cum probro privato conjungeret im- 
perii dedecus. 

XIII. Saepe audivi a majoribus natu, qui se 
porro pueros a senibus audisse dicebant, mirari 

90 solitum C. Fabricium, quod, cum apud regem 
Pyrrhum legatus esset, audisset a Thessalo 
Cinei, esse quemdam Athenis, qui se sapientem 
profiteretur ; eumque dicere, omnia, qu» facere- 
mus, ad voluptatem esse referenda : quod ex eo 

S5 audientes, M' Curium et Ti. Coruncanium optare 
solitos, ut id Samnitibus ipsique Pyrrho persua- 
deretur; quo facilius vinci possent, cum se 
voluptatibus dedissent. Vixerat M' Curius cum 
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P. Decio, qui, quinquennio ante eum consulem, 
se pro republici, quarto consulatu, devoverat. 
Norat eundem Fabricius; norat Coruncanius; 
qui, cum ex susl vita, tum ex ejus, quem dico, P. 
Decii facto, judicabant, esse profecto aliquid 5 
naturi pulchrum atque prseclarum, quod su4 
sponte peteretur, quodque, spreta et contempti 
voluptate, optimus quisque sequeretur. 

Quorsum igitur tara multa de voluptate ? quia 
non modo vituperatio nulla, sed etiam summa 10 
laus senectutis est, quod ea voluptates nullas 
magnopere desiderat. Caret epulis, exstructis- 
que mensis, et frequentibus poculis ? caret ergo 
etiam vinolentid, et cruditate, et insomniis. 
Sed, si aliquid dandum est voluptati, quoniam 15 
ejus blanditiis non facile obsistimus, (divine 
enim Plato escam malorum voluptatem appellat, 
quod ek videlicet homines capiantur, ut hamo 
pisces) quanquam immoderatis epulis careat 
senectus, modicis tamen conviviis delectari 20 
potest. C. Duillium, M. filium qui Pqbuos classe 
primus devicerat, redeuntera a coena senem saepe 
videbam puer; delectabatur crebro .funali, et 
tibicine, quae sibi, nullo exemplo, privatus 
sumpserat : tantum licentiaB dabat gloria. 25 f 

Sed quid ego alios? ad meipsum jam reyertar. 
Primum habui semper sodales : sodalitates autem, 
me qusestore, constitutse sunt, sacris Ideia 



litizedbyGoOgle 



93 CATO MAJOR; SEU 

Magns Matris acceptis. Epulabar igitur cum 
sodalibus omnino modice; sed erat quidam fervor 
setatis: qu& progrediente, orania fiunt indies 
mitiora: neque enim ipsorum conviviorum de- 
5 lectationem voluptatibus corporis magis, quam 
coBtu amicorum et sermonibus, metiebar. Bene 
enim majores nostri accubitionem epularem 
amicorum, quia vitae conjunctionem haberet, 
convivium nominirunt, melius, quam Grsci, qui 
10 hoc idem tum compotationem, tum concoenatio- 
nem, vocant; ut, quod in eo genere roinimum 
est^ id maxime probare videantur. 

XIV. Ego vero, propter sermonis delecta- 
tionem, tempestivis quoque conviviis delector, 

15 nec cum aequalibus solum (qui pauci admodum 
restant), sed cum vestra etiam setate, atque 
vobiscum : habeoque senectuti magnam gratiam, 
quae mihi sermonis aviditatem auxit, potionis et 
cibi sustulit. Quod si quem etiam ista delec- 

20 tant, (ne omnino bellum indixisse videar volup- 
tati, cujus est etiam fortasse quidam naturalis 
modus) non intelligo, ne in istis quidem volup- 
tatibus ipsis, carere sensu senectutera. Me vero 
et magisteria delectant, a majoribus instituta ; et 

25 is sermo, qui, more majorum, a summo adhibe- 
tur in poculis ; et pocula, sicut in " Symposio " 
Xenophontis, minuta, atque rorantia;^ et refri- 
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geratio aestate, et yicissim aut sol aut ignis 
hibernus : qusB quidem in Sabinis etiam persequi 
soleo, conviviumque vicinorum quotidie compleo ; 
quod ad multam noctem, quam maxime possu- 
mus, vario sermone producimus. 5 

At non est voluptatum tanta quasi titillatio in 
senibus. Credo: sed ne desideratio quidem. 
Nihil autem molestum, quod non desideres. 
Bene Sophocles, cum ex eo quidam, jam affecto 
setate, quaereret, utereturne rebus venereis? 10 
"Dii meliora!" inquit: "libenter vero istinc, 
tamquam a domino agresti ac furioso, profugi." 
Cupidis enim rerum talium odiosum et roolestum 
est fortasse carere : satiatis vero et expletis ju- 
cundius est carere, quam frui : quanquam non 15 
caret is, qui non desiderat. Ergo hoc non desi- 
derare, dico esse jucundius, quam frui. 

Quod si istis ipsis, voluptatibus bona setas 
fruitur libentius; primum parvulis fruitur rebiis, 
ut diximus : deinde iis, quibus senectus, si non 20 
abunde potitur, non omnino caret. Ut Turpione 
Ambivio magis delectatur, qui in primsi cavei 
spectat ; delectatur tamen, etiam qui in ultimd, 
sic adolescentia, voluptates prope intuens, magis 
fortasse Istatur : sed delectatur etiam senectus, 25 
procul eas spectans, tantum, quantum sat est. 

At illa quanti sunt, animum, tamquam emeritis 
stipendiis libidinis, ambitionis, contentionisj 
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iniinicitiarum, cupiditatum omnium, secum egge, 
secumque (ut dicitur) vivere! Si vero habet 
aJiquod tanquam pabulum studii atque doctrinae, 
nihil est otiosa senectute jucundius. Mori paene 
5 videbamus, in studio dimetiendi coeli atque terraB, 
C. Gallum, familiarem patris tui, Scipio. Quo- 
ties illum lux noctu aliquid describere ingressum, 
quoties nox oppressit, cum mane ccepisset ! quam 
delectabat eum, defectiones solis et luns multo 

W nobis ante praedicere ! 

Quid in levioribus studiis, sed tamen acutis? 
quam gaudebat Bello suo Punico Naevius ! quam 
Truculento Plautus! quam Pseudolo! Vidi 
etiam senem Livium : qui, cum sex annos ante, 

15 quam ego natus sum, fabulam docuisset, Centone 
Tuditanoque consulibus, usque ad adolescentiam 
meam processit aetate. Cluid de P. Licinii Crassi 
et pontificii et civilis juris studio loquar 1 aut de 
hujus P. Scipionis, qui his paucis diebus pontifex 

20 maximus factus est? Atqui eos omnes, quos 
commemoravi, his studiis flagrantes senes vidi- 
mus. M. vero Cethegum, quem recte " SuadaB 
medullam" dixit Ennius, quanto studio exerceri 
in dicendo videbamus, etiam senem ! ' Quae sunt 

25 igitur epularum, aut ludorum, aut scortorura, 

*^voIuptates cum his voluptatibus comparandae? 

Atque haec quidem studia doctrinae ; quae quidem 

prudentibus et bene institutis pariter cum setate 
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crescuDt : ut honestum illud Solonis sit, quod ait 
versiculo quodam, (ut ante dixi) senescere se, 
multa indies addiscentem: qui voluptate animi 
nulla certe potest esse major. / 

XV. Venio nunc ad voluptates agricolarum, 5 
quibus ego incredibiliter delector : quae nec ull4 
impediuntur senectute, et mihi ad sapientis vitam 
proxime videntur accedere. Habent enim ratio- 
nem cum terra, quae nunquam recusat imperium, 
nec unquam sine usuri reddit, quod accepit ; sed 10 
alias minore, plerumque majore, cum foBuore. 
Quanquam me quidero non fructus modo, sed 
etiam ipsius terrae vis ac natura, delectat : quae, 
cum gremio mollito ac subacto «emen sparsum 
excepit ; primum id occsecatum cohibet (ex quo 15 
occatio, quae hoc efficit, nominata est) : deinde, 
tepefactum vapore et compressu suo, diffundit; 
et elicit herbescentem ex eo viriditatem; quae, 
nixa fibris stirpium, sensim adolescit, culmoque 
erecta geniculato, vaginis jam quasi pubescens 20 
includitur ; e quibus cum emerserit, fundit fru- 
gem spici, ordine structam, et contra avium mi- 
norum morsus [munitur] vallo aristarum. Quid 
ego vitium satus, ortus, incrementa, commemo- 
rem ? Satiari delectatione non possum, ut me» 25 
senectutis requietem oblectamentumque noscatis. 
Omitto enim vim ipsam omnium qu» generantur 
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e tenk : quie ex fici tantulo grano, aut ex acino 
vinaceo, aut ex caeterarum frugura ac stirpium 
minutissimis seminibus, tantos truncos ramosque 
procreat : malleoli, plantae, sarmenta, viviradices, 
5 propagines, nonne ea efficiunt, ut quemvis cum 
admiratione delectent? Yitis quidem, qus 
naturi caduca est, et, nisi fulta sit, ad terram 
fertur ; eadem, ut se erigat, claviculis suis, quasi 
manibus, quidquid est nacta, complectitur : quam, 

10 serpentem multiplici lapsu et erratico, ferro 
amputans coercet ars agricolarum, ne silvescat 
sarmentis, et in omnes partes nimia fundatur. 
Itaque, ineunte vere, in iis quae relicta sunt, 
exsistit, tanquam ad articulos sarmentorum, ea, 

15 qufie gemma dicitur; a qua oriens uva sese 
ostendit; quae, et succo terrae et Calore solis 
augescens, primo est peracerba gustatu ; deinde, 
maturata, dulcescit; vestitaque pampinis, nec 
modico tepore caret, et nimios solis defendit 

20 ardores : qual quid potest esse, cum fructu laetius, 
tum adspectu pulchrius? cujus quidem non 
utilitas me solum, ut ante dixi, sed etiam 
cultura, et ipsa natura, delectat ; adminiculoruni 
ordines, capitum jugatio, religatio et propagatio 

25 vitium, sarmentorumque, ea, quam dixi, aliorum 
amputatio, aliorum immissio. 

Cluid ego irrigationes, quid fossiones agri, 
repastinationesque, proferam, quibus fit multo 
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terra foBCundior? Quid de utilitate loquar 
stercorandi? Dixi in eo libro, quem de rebus 
rusticis scripsi; de quH doctus Hesiodus ne 
verbum quidem fecit, cum de culturi agri scri- 
beret. At Homerus, qui multis (ut mihi videtur) 6 
ante saeculis fuit, Laertem lenientem desiderium, 
quod capiebat e filio, colentem agrum, et eum 
Btercorantem, facit. Nec vero segetibus solum, 
et pratis, et vineis, et arbustis, res rusticsB laBta 
sunt, sed etiam hortis et pomariis ; tum pecudum 10 
pastu, apium examinibus, florum omnium varie* 
tate. Nec consitiones modo delectant, sed etiam 
insitiones; quibus nihil invenit agricultura sol- 
lertius. 

XYI. Possum persequi multa oblectamenta 15 
rerum rusticarum : sed ea ipsa, quae dixi, fuisse 
sentio longiora. Ignoscetis autem : nam et 
studio rerum rusticarum provectus sum, et se- 
nectus est naturi loquacior ; ne ab omnibus eam 
vitiis videar vindicare. Ergo in hac viti M' Cu- 20 
rius, cum de Samnitibus, de Sabinis, de Pyrrho 
triUmphslsset, consumpsit extremum tempus sta- 
tis : cujus quidem villam ego contemplans, (abest 
enim non longe a me) admirari satis non possum 
vel hominis ipsius continentiam, vel temporum 25 
disciplinam. Curio, ad focum sedenti, magnum 
auri pondus Samnites cum attulissent, repudiati 
4 
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ab eo sunt : non enim aurum habere, prseclarum 
sibi videri dixit; sed iis, qui haberent aurum, 
imperare. Poteratne tantus animus non ju- 
cundam efficere senectutem 1 
6 Sed venio ad agricolas, ne a meipso recedam. 
In agris erant tum senatores, et iidem senes: 
siquidem aranti L. duintio Cincinnato nuntia- 
tum est, eum dictatorem esse factum : cujus 
dictatoris jussu, magister equitum C. Servilius 

10 Ahaia Sp. Mselium, regnum appetentem, occu- 
patum interemit. A villa in senatum arcesse- 
bantur et Curius et caeteri senes : ex quo, qui 
eos arcessebant, viatores nominati sunt. Num 
igitur eorum senectus miserabilis fuit, qui se 

15 agri cultione oblectabant 1 Mea quidem sen- 
tenti4, haud scio, an ulla beatior esse possit : 
neque solum officio, quod hominum generi uni- 
verso cultura agrorum est salutaris, sed et de- 
lectatione (quam dixi), et saturitate copiique 

20 omnium rerum, quae ad victum hominum, ad 
cultum etiam Deorum, pertinent: ut, quoniam 
haec quidam desiderant, in gratiam jam cum vo- 
luptate redeamus. Semper enim boni assidui- 
que domini referta cella vinaria, olearia, etiam 

25 penaria est ; villaque tota locuples est : abundat 
porco, haedo, agno, gallina, lacte, caseo, melle. 
Jam hortum ipsi agricolae succidiam alteram 
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appellant: tum conditiora facit hsc supenra- 
canei etiam operis aucupium atque venatio. 

duid de pratorum viriditate, aut arborum 
ordinibus, aut vinearum olivetoruraque specie, 
dicam 1 Brevi praecidam. Agro bene culto nil 5 
potest esse, nec usu uberius, nec specie orna- 
tius ; ad quem fruendum, non modo non retardat, 
verum etiam invitat atque allectat senectus. Ubi 
enim potest illa setas aut calescere vel apricatione 
melius vel igni; aut vicissim umbris aquisve 10 
refrigerari saiubrius ? Sibi igitur habeant arma, 
sibi equos, sibi hastas, sibi clavam, sibi pilam, 
sibi natationes et cursus : nobis senibus, ex 
lusionibus multis, talos relinquant, et tesseras: 
idipsum [utrum] lubebit; quoniam, sine his, 15 
beata esse senectus potest. 

XVII. Multas ad res perutiles Xenophontis 
libri sunt: quos legite, qusso, studiose, ut 
facitis. duam copiose ab eo agricultura lauda- 
-tur in eo libro, qui est de tuendsl re familiari, 30 
qui " CEconomicus " inscribitur ! Atque, ut 
intelligatis, nihil ei tam regsde videri quam 
studium agri colendi, Socrates in eo libro 
loquitur cum Critobulo, Cyrum minorem, regem 
Persarum, praestantem ingenio atque imperii 25 
glorii, cum Lysander Lacedsemonius, vir sum^ 
mse virtutis, venisset ad eum Sardis, eique dona 
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a sociis attulisset; et csteris in rebus comein 
erga Lysandrum atque humanum fuisse, et ei 
quemdam conseptum agrum, diJigenter consi- 
tum, ostendisse. Cum autem admiraretur Ly- 
5 sander et proceritates arborum, et directos in 
quincuncem ordines, et humum subactam atque 
puram, et suavitatem odorum qui -afiSarentur e 
floribus; tum dixisse, mirari se non modo dili- 
gentiam, sed etiam solertiam ejus, a quo essent 

10 illa dimensa atque descripta; et ei Cyrum re- 
spondisse : " Atqui ego omnia ista sum dimen- 
sus: mei sunt ordines, mea descriptio ; multae 
etiam istarum arborum me4 manu sunt sate." 
Tum Lysandrum, intuentem ejus purpuram, et 

15 nitorem corporis, ornatumque Persicum multo 
auro multisque gemrais, dixisse : ** Recte vero 
te, Cyre, beatum ferunt, quoniam virtuti tuae for- 
tuna conjuncta esV* 

Hac igitur fortuna frui licet senibus : nec ^tas 

20 impedit, quominus et caeterarum rerum, et im- 
primis agri colendi, studia teneamus usque ad 
ultimum tempus senectutis. M. quidem Valeri- 
um Corvum accepimus ad centesimum annum 
perduxisse, cum esset act& jam setate in agris, 

25 eosque coleret: cujus inter primum et sextum 
consulatum, sex et quadraginta anni interfuerunt. 
Itaque quantum spatium setatis majores nostri ad 
Bcnectutis initium esse voluerunt, tantus illi cur- 
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BU8 honorum fuit. Atque ejus extrema setas hoc 
beatior, quam media, quod auctoritatis plus ha- 
bebat, laboris vero minus. Apex autem senec- 
tuti» est auctoritas. duanta fuit in L. Csecilio 
Metello ! quanta in Atilio Caiatino ! in quem 5 
illud elogium unicum: '^Plurimae consentiunt 
gentes, populi primarium fuisse virum." Notum 
est carmen, incisum in sepulcro. Jure igitur 
gravis, cujus de laudibus omnium esset fama 
consentiens. Quem virum P. Crassum, nuper 10 
pontificem maximum, quem postea M. Lepidum 
eodem sacerdotio pra^ditum, vidimus? duid de 
Paulo aut Africano loquar ? aut, ut jam ante, de 
Maximo ? quorum non in sententia solum, sed 
etiam in nutu, residebat auctoritas. Habet se- 15 
nectus, honorata prssertim, tantam auctorita- 
tem, ut ea pluris sit, quam omnes adolescentis 
voluptates. ># 

XVin. Sed, in omni oratione, mementote, 
eam me laudare senectutem, quse fundamentis 20 
adolescentisB constitnta sit : ex quo id efficitur, 
(quod ego magno quondam cum assensu omni- 
um dixi) miserara esse senectutem, qus se orar 
tione defenderet Non cani, non rugae, repente 
auctoritatem arripere possunt : sed honeste acta 25 
Buperior etas fiructus capit auctoritatis extre- 
mos. 

4» 
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Hsec enim ipsa sunt honorabilia, qus videntur 
levia atque communia, salutari, appeti, decedi, 
assurgi, deduci, reduci, consuli : quae et apud 
nos, et in aliis civitatibus, ut quaeque optime mo- 
5 rata, ita diligentissime observantur. Lysandrum 
Lacedaemonium (cujus modo mentionem feci) 
dicere aiunt solitura, Lacedaemone esse honestis- 
simum domicilium senectutis: nusquam enim 
tantum tribuitur setati, nusquam est senectus 

10 honoratior. duinetiam memorise proditum est, 
cum Athenis, ludis, quidam in theatrum grandis 
natu venisset, in magno consessu locum ei a 
suis civibus nusquam datum: cum autem ad 
Lacedaemonios accessisset, (qui, legati cum es- 

15 sent, in loco certo consederant) consurrexisse 
omnes, et senem illum sessum recepisse. Clui- 
bus cum a cuncto consessu plausus esset multi- 
plex datus, dixisse ex iis quemdam, Athenienses 
scire, quae recta essent, sed facere nolle. Multa 

20 in nostro collegio praeclara : sed hoc, de quo 
agimus, in primis, quod, ut quisque aetate antece- 
dit, ita sententiae principatum tenet : neque so- 
lum honore antecedentibus, sed iis etiam qui 
cum imperio sunt, majores natu augures antepo- 

25 nuntur. duae sunt igitur voluptates corporis 
cum auctoritatis praemiis comparandae 1 quibos 
qui splendide usi sunt, ii mihi videntur fabnlam 
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«tatis peregisse, nec, tanquam inexercitati his- 
triones, in extremo actu corruisse, 

At sunt morosi, et anxii, et iracundi, et diffi- 
ciles senes ; si quserimus, etiam avari. Sed hsec 
morum vitia sunt, non senectutis. Ac morositas 5 
tamen, et ea vitia quae dixi, habent aliquid excu- 
sationis, non illius quidem justse, sed quae proba- 
ri posse videatur. Contemni se putant, despici, 
illudi. Prseterea in fragili corpore odiosa omnis 
offensio est : quse tamen omnia dulciora fiunt et 10 
moribus bonis, et artibus: idque, tum in vita, 
tum in scensl, intelligi potest ex iis fratribus, qui 
in ** Adelphis " sunt. duanta in altero duritas, 
in altero comitas ! Sic se res habet. Ut enim 
non omne vinum, sic non omnis aetas, vetustate 15 
coacescit. Severitatem in senectute probo, sed 
eam (sicut alia) modicam ; acerbitatem nullo 
modo. Avaritia vero senilis quid sibi velit, non 
intelligo. Potest enim quidquam esse absurdius, 
quam, quo minus vise restat, eo plus viatici 20 
quserere ? 

XIX. duarta restat causa, quae maxime an- 
gere atque sollicitam habere nostram aetatem vi- 
detur, appropinquatio mortis; quse certe a se- 
nectute non potest longe abesse. O miserum 25 
senem, qui, mortem contemnendam esse, in tam 
long^ state non viderit ! quse aut plane negli- 
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genda est, si omnino exstinguit animum; aut 
etiara optanda, si aiiquo eum deducit, ubi sit 
futurus aeternus. Atqui tertium certe nihil inve- 
niri potest. duid igitur timeam, si aut non 
5 miser post mortem, aut beatus etiam, futurus 
sum?^ 

Cluanquam quis est tam stultus, quamvis sit 
adolescens, cui sit exploratum, se ad vesperum 
esse victurum? Cluinetiam setas illa multo 

10 plures, quam nostra, mortis casus habet. Fa- 
cilius in morbos inoidunt adolescentes ; gravius 
sgrotant ; tristius curantur. Itaque pauci veni- 
unt ad senectutem : quod ni ita accideret, melius 
et prudentius viveretur. Mens enim, et ratio, et 

15 consilium, in senibus est; qui si nulli fuissent, 
nullae omnino civitates essent. Sed redeo ad 
mortem impendentem. duod illud est crimen 
senectutis, dum illud videatis cum adolescentid 
esse commune ? Sensi ego, cum in optirao filio 

20 meo, tum in exspectatis ad amplissiraam digni- 
tatem fratribus tuis, Scipio, omni setati mortem 
esse communera. 

At sperat adolescens, diu se victurum ; quod 
sperare idem senex non potest. Insipienter 

25 sperat. duid enim stultius, quara incerta pro 
certis habere, falsa pro veris? Senex ne, quod 
[^eret quidem, habet. At est eo meliore condi- 
tione, quam adolescens ; cum id, quod ille spe- 
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rat, hic jam consecutus est. Hle vult diu vi- 
vere : hic diu vixit. duanquam (o Dii boni ! ) 
quid est in hominis vita diu ? Da enim supre- 
mum tempus: exspectemus Tartessiorum regis 
statem : fuit enim (ut scriptum video) Argan- 5 
thonius quidam Gadibus, qui octoginta regnavit 
annos, centum et viginti vixit : sed mihi ne diu- 
turnum quidem quidquam videtur, in quo est 
aliquid extremum. Cum enim id advenit ; tunc 
illud, quod prsteriit, effluxit: tantum remanet, 10 
quod virtute et recte factis consecutus sis. 
Horae quidem cedunt, et dies, et menses, et 
anni; nec praeteritum tempus unquam reverti- 
tur, nec, quid sequatur, sciri potest. Cluod 
cuique temporis ad vivendum datur, eo debet 15 
esse contentus. Neque enim histrioni, ut pla- 
ceat, peragenda est fabula, modo, in quocumque 
fuerit actu, probetur; neque sapienti usque ad 
"Plaudite" vivendum. 

Breve enim tempus statis satis est longum ad 30 
bene honesteque vivendum. Sin processeris 
longius, non magis dolendum est, quam agricolae 
dolent, praeterita verni temporis suavitate, ssta- 
tem autumnumque venisse. Ver enim tan- 
quam adolescentiam significat, ostenditque fruc- 25 
tus futuros : reliqua tempora demetendis fructi- 
bus et percipiendis accommodata sunt. Fructus 
autem senectutis est (ut ssBpe dixi) ante partorum 
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bonorum memoria et copia. Omnia vero, qu© 
secundum naturam fiunt, sunt habenda in bonis. 
Quid est autem tam secundum naturam, quam 
senibus emori ? quod idem contingit adolescen- 

6 tibus, adversante et repugnante natura. Itaque 
adolescentes mori sic mihi videntur, ut cum 
aquse multitudine vis flammae opprimitur ; senes 
autem, sicut sua sponte, nuUa adhibita vi, con- 
sumptus ignis exstinguitur. Et, quasi poma, ex 

10 arboribus, si cruda sunt, vi avelluntur ; si matu- 
ra et cocta, decidunt ; sic vitam adolescentibus 
vis aufert, senibus maturitas : quae mihi quidem 
tam jucunda est, ut, quo propius ad mortem ac- 
cedam, quasi terram videre videar, aliquan- 

15 doque in portum ex longa navigatione esse 
venturus. 

XX. Omnium sBtatum certus est terminus: 
senectutis autem nullus certus est terminus: 
recteque in ea vivitur, quoad munus officii ex- 

20 sequi et tueri possis, et tamen mortem contem- 
nere: ex quo fit, ut animosior etiam senectus 
sit, quam adolescentia, et fortior. Hoc illud est, 
quod Pisistrato tyranno a Solone responsum est ; 
cum illi quserenti, qua tandem spe fretus, sibi 

£5 tam audaciter obsisteret, respondisse dicitur, 
Senectute. Sed vivendi finis est optimus, cum, 
integtk mente, caeterisque sensibus, opus ipsa 
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suum eadem, quse coagmentavit, natura dis- 
solvit. Ut navem, ut aedificium, idem destruit 
facillime, qui construxit, sic hominem eadem 
optime, quae conglutinavit, natura dissolvit. 
Jam omnis conglutinatio recens aegre, inveterata 5 
facile, divellitur. Ita fit, ut illud breve vitae reli- 
quum nec avide appetendum senibus, nec sine 
causi deserendum sit. Vetatque Pythagoras, 
injussu imperatoris, (id est, Dei) de praesidio et 
statione vitae decedere. Solonis quidem sapien- 10 
tis elogium est, quo se negat velle suam mortem 
dolore amicorum et lamentis vacare. Vult 
(credo) se esse carum suis. Sed haud scio, an 
melius Ennius : 

" Nemo me lacrymis decoret, neque fiinera fletu 15 

Faxit." 

Non censet lugendam esse mortem, quam im- 
mortalitas consequatur. 

Jam sensus morienti aliquis esse potest, isque 
ad exiguum tempus, praesertim seni : post mor- 20 
tem quidem, sensus aut optandus aut nullus est. 
Sed hoc meditatum ab adolescentia debet esse, 
mortem ut negligamus: sine qu4 meditatione, 
tranquillo esse animo nemo potest. Moriendum 
enim certe est ; et id incertum, an eo ipso die. 25 
Mortem igitur onmibus horis impendentem ti- 
mens, qui poterit animo consistere? De qu& 
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non ita longk disputatione opus esse yidetur, 
cum recorder, non solum L. Brutum, qui in li- 
beranda patria est interfectus ; non duo Decios, 
qui ad voluntariam mortem cursum equornm 
5 incitaverunt ; non M. Atilium, qui ad supplici- 
um est profectus, ut fidem hosti datam conser- 
varet ; non duos Scipiones, qui iter PoBnis vel 
corporibus suis obstruere voluerunt ; non avum 
tuum, L. Paulumj qui morte^ luit collegs 

10 in Cannensi ignominia temeritatem; non M. 
Marcellum, cujus interitum ne crudelissimus 
quidem hostis honore sepulturae carere passus 
est; sed legiones nostras (quod scripsi in "Ori- 
ginibus " ) in eum saepe locum profectas alacri 

15 animo et erecto, unde se nunquam redituras ar- 
bitrarentur. duod igitur adolescentes, et ii 
quidem non solum indocti, sed etiam rustici, 
contemnunt, id docti senes extimescent ? 

Omnino (ut mihi quidem videtur) studiorum 

20 omnium satietas vitse facit satietatem. Sunt 
pueritisB certa studia : num igitur ea desiderant 
adolescentes ? Sunt et ineuntis adolescentis : 
num ea jam constans requirit setas, quae media 
dicitur ? Sunt etiam hujus aetatis : ne ea qui- 

25 dem quseruntur a senectute. Sunt extrema 
quaedam studia senectutis. Ergo, ut superiorum 
letatum studia occidunt, sic occidunt etiam se- 
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nectaUs : quod cum eyenit, satietas Tits tempas 
matorum mortis affert. 

XXI. Equidem non video, cur, quid ipse 
sentiam de morte, non audesun vobis dicere; 
quod eo melius mihi cerncre videor, quo ab e& 5 
propius absum. Ego vestros patres, P. Scipio, 
tuque, C. Lsli, viros clarissimos, mihique ami- 
cissimos, vivere arbitror, et eam quidem vitam, 
qus est sola vita nominanda. Nam, dum su 
mus in his inclusi compagibus corporis, munere 10 
quodam necessitatis, et gravi opere perfungimur. 
Est enim animus ccelestis ex altissimo domicilio 
depressus, et quasi demersus in terram, locum 
divinsB naturs, sternitatique, contrarium. Sed 
credo, Deos immortaies sparsisse animos in cor- 15 
pora humana, ut essent, qui terras tuerentur, 
quique, coelestium ordinem contemplantes, imi- 
tarentur eum vits modo atque constantia. Nec 
me solum ratio ac disputatio impulit, ut ita cre- 
derem, sed nobilitas etiam summorum philoso- 20 
phorum, et auctoritas. 

Audiebam Pjrthagoram, Pythagoreosque, in- 
colas psne nostros, qui essent Italici philosophi 
quondam nominati, nunquam dubit&sse, quin ex 
universi mente divinsl delibatos animos habere- 25 
mu8. Demonstrabantur mihi prsterea, qus 
Socrates supremo vits die de immortalitate ani- 
5 
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morum disseruisset, is, qui esset omnium sapi- 
entissimus oraculo Apollinis judicatus. duid 
multa ? Sic mihi persuasi, sic sentio, cum tanta 
celeritas animorum sit, tanta memoria praeteri- 
5 torum, futurorumque prudentia, tot artes, tant» 
scientise, tot inventa, non posse eam naturam, 
qu8e res eas contineat, esse mortaiem : cumque 
semper agitetur animus, nec principium motus 
habeat, quia se ipse moveat; ne finem quidem 

10 habiturum esse motus, quia nunquam se ipse sit 
relicturus : et, cum simplex animi natura esset, 
neque haberet in se quidquam admixtum dispar 
sui atque dissimile, non posse eum dividi ; quod 
si non possit, non posse interire : magnoque esse 

15 argumento, homines scire pleraque ante quam 
nati sint, quod jam pueri, cum artes difficiles 
discant, ita celeriter res innumerabiles arripiant, 
ut eas non tum primum accipere videantur, sed 
reminisci et recordari. Haec Plato noster./^ 






20 XXII. Apud Xenophontem autem, moriens 
^- Cyrus major baec dicit : " Nolite arbitrari, o 
mihi carissimi filii, me, cum a vobis discessero, 
nusquam aut nullum fore. Nec enim, dum eram 
vobiscum, animum meum videbatis; sed eum 
25 esse in hoc corpore, ex iis rebus quas gerebam, 
intelligebatis. Eundem igitur esse creditote, 
etiam si nullum videbitis. Nec vero clarorum 
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virorum post mortem honores permanerent, si 
nihil eorum ipsorum animi efficerent, quodiutius 
memoriam sui teneremus. Mihi quidem nun- 
quam persuaderi potuit, animos, dum in corpori- 
bus essent mortalibus, Tivere ; cum exissent ex 5 
iis, emori : nec vero, tum animum esse insipien- 
tem, cum ex insipi^nti corpore evasisset; sed 
cum, omni admixtione corporis liberatus, purus 
et integer esse coepisset, tum esse sapientem. 
Atque etiam, cum hominis natura morte dissolvi- 10 
tur, cseterarum rerum, perspicuum est, quo quae- 
que discedant : abeunt enim illuc omnia, unde or- 
ta sunt ; animus autem solus, nec cum adest, nec 
cum discedit, apparet. Jam vero videtis, nihil esse 
morti tam simile, quam somnum. Atqui dormi- 15 
entium animi maxime declarant divinitatem su- 
am. Multa enim, cum remissi et liberi sunt, 
futura prospiciunt. £x quo inteUigitur, quales 
futuri sint, cum se plane corporis vinculis relax- 
averint. Quare, si haec ita sunt, sic me colitote, 20 
ut Deum. Sin una est interiturus animus cum 
corpore, vos tamen, Deos verentes, qui hanc 
onmem pulchritudinem tuentur et regunt, me- 
moriam nostri pie inviolateque servabitis." Cy- 
rus quidem haec moriens. Nos (si placet) nostra 25 
Tideamus. 

XXIII. Nemo unquam mihi, Scipio, persua- 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



m CATO MAJOR, SEU 

debit, aut patrem tuum Paulum^ aut duos kvob, 
Paulum et Africanum, aut Africani patrem, aut 
patruum, aut multos praestantes viros^ quos enu- 
merare non est necesse, tanta esse conatos, quas 
5 ad posteritatis memoriam pertinerent, nisi animo 
cernerenty posteritatem ad se pertinere. An 
censes (ut de me ipso aliquid more senum glo- 
rier) me tantos labores diurnos nocturnosque 
domi militisque suscepturum fuisse, si iisdem 

10 finibus gloriam meam, quibus vitam, essem ter- 
minaturus? Nonne melius multo fuisset, otio- 
sam aetatem et quietam, sine uUo labore et con- 
tentione, traducere? Sed, nescio quomodo, 
animus, erigens se, posteritatem semper ita 

IS prospiciebat, quasi, cum excessisset e vitlt, tum 
denique victurus esset. duod quidem ni ita se 
haberet, ut animi immortales essent, haud optimi 
cujusque animus maxime ad immortalitatem glo- 
ri» niteretur. 

20 Qtmd, quod siq)ientissimus quisque squissimo 
animo moritur, stultissimus iniquissimo ? Nonne 
vobis videtur animus is, qui plus cernat et longi- 
us, videre, se ad meliora proficisci ; ille autem, 
cujus obtusior sit acies, non videre? Equidem 

d5 efferor studio patres vestros, quos colui et di- 
lexi, videndi : neque vero eos solum convenire 
aveo, quos ipse cognovi ; sed illos etiam, de qui- 
bus audiviy et legi, et ipse conscripsi. duo 
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quidem me proficiscentem haud sane qui» facile 
retraxerit, neque, tanquam Peliam, recoxerit. 
Quod si quis Deus mihi largiatur» ut ex hac 
state repuerascam, et in cunis vagiam, valde re- 
cusem : nec vero velim, quasi decurso spatio, ad 5 
carceres a calce_revocari. 

Quid enim habet vita commodi 1 quid non po- 
tius laboris? Sed habeat sane: habet certe 
tamen aut satietatem, aut modum. Non lubet 
enim mihi deplorare vitam, quod multi, et ii 10 
docti, saepe fecerunt. Neque me vixisse poeni- 
tet ; quoniam ita vixi, ut non frustra me natum 
existimem: et ex vit4 ita discedo, tanquam ex 
hospitio, non tanquam ex domo. Commorandi 
enim natura diversorium nobis, non habitandi ]5 
locum, dedit O pra^larum diem, cum ad illud 
divinum animorum concilium coetumque profi- 
ciscar, cumque ex hac turba et colluvione dtsce- 
dam ! Proficiscar enim, non ad eos solum viros, 
de quibus ante dixi, sed etiam ad Catonem me- 20 
um, quo nemo vir melior natus est, nemopietate 
prsestantior : cujus a me corpus crematum est ; 
quod contra decuit ab illo meum. Animus vero, 
non me deserens, sed respectans, in ea profecto 
loca discessit, quo mihi ipsi cernebat esse venien- 25 
dum. Quem ego meum casum fortiter ferre 
yisus sum ; non quod sequo animo ferrem : sed 
5» 
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me ipse consolabar, existimans, non longinquum 
inter nos digressum et discessum fore. 

His mihi rebus, Scipio, (id enim te cum Lslio 
admirari solere dixisti) levis est senectus, nec 
5 solum non molesta, sed etiam jucunda. Quod si 
in hoc erro, quod animos hominum immortales 
esse credam, lubenter erro : nec mihi hunc erro- 
rem, quo delector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo. 
Sin, mortuus, (ut quidam minuti philosophi cen- 

10 sent) nihil sentiam ; non vereor, ne hunc erro- 
rem meum mortui philosophi irrideant. Quod 
si non sumus immortales futuri, tamen exstingui 
homini suo tempore optabile est. Nam habet 
natura, ut aliarum omnium rerum, sic vivendi, 

l^ modum. Senectus autem peractio etatis est, 
tanquam fabulse; cujus defatigationem fugere 
debemus, praesertim adjuncti satietate. 

Hsc habui, de senectute quse dicerem ; ad 
quam utinam perveniatis ! ut ea, quse ex me au- 

20 distis, re experti, probare possitis. 
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M. TULUI CICERONIS 

LiELIUS, SIVE DE AMICITlA 
DIALOGUS, 

AD 

T. POMPONIUM ATTICUM. 



I. QrUiNTUs Mucius augur multa narrare de 
C. Lselio, socero suo, memoriter et jucunde 
Bolebat, nec dubitare, illum in omni sermone 
appellare sq>ientem. Ego autem a patre ita^ V 
eram deductus ad Scsevolam, sumpti virili tog&, 5 ^ 
ut, quoad possem, et liceret, a senis latere nun- 
quam discederem. Itaque multa ab eo prudenter 
disputata, multa etiam breviter et commode dicta, 
memori» mandabam ; fierique studebam ejus 
prudentid doctior. Quo mortuo, me ad pontifi- 10 
cem Scaevolam contuli ; quem unum nostrae civi- 
tatis et ingenio et justitia prsestantissimum audeo 
dicere. Sed de hoc alias : nunc redeo ad augu- 
rem. Cum saepe multa, tum memini, domi in 
hemicyclio sedentem, ut solebat, cum et ego 15 
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essem un&, et pauci admodum familiares, in eum 
sermonem illum incidere, qui tum fere dlnnibus 
erat in ore. Meministi enim profecto, Attice, 
et eo magis, quod P. Sulpicio utebare multum, 
5 (cum is, tribunus plebis, capitali odio a Q,. Pom- 
peio, qui tum erat consul, dissideret, quocum 
conjunctissime et amantissime vixerat) quanta 
hominum esset vel admiratio, vel querela. Ita- 
que tum Scaevola, cum in eam ipsam mentionem 

10 incidisset, exposuit nobis sermonem Lslii de 
amicitia, habitum ab illo secum, et cum altero 
genero, C. Fannio, M. filio, paucis diebus post 
mortem Africani. 

Ejus disputationis sententias memorise manda- 

15 vi ; quas hoc libro exposui meo arbitratu : quasi 
enim ipsos induxi loquentes, ne Inquam et Inquit, 
ssBpius interponeretur ; atque, ut, tanquam a prs- 
sentibus, coram haberi sermo videretur. Cum 
enim saepe mecum ageres, ut de amicitii scri- 

20 berem aliquid, digna mihi res, cum omnium 
cognitione, tum nostra familiaritate, visa est. 
Itaque feci non invitus, ut prodessem multis tuo 
rogatu. Sed, ut in " Catone Majore," qui est 
scriptus ad te de senectute, Catonem induxi 

25 senem disputantem, quia nulla videbatur aptior 
persona, qus de illd. aetate loqueretur, quam ejus, 
qui et diutissime senex fuisset, et in ipsi senec- 
tute prsB csteris floruisset; sic, cum accepissemus 
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a patribiis, maxime memorabilem C. Lslii et P. 
Scipionis familiaritatem fuisse, idonea mihi Lselii 
persona visaest, qus de amicitia ea ipsa dissereret, * 
qusB disputata ab eo meminisset Scsevola. 

Genus autem hoc sermonum, positum in homi- 5 
num veterum auctoritate, et eorum illustrium, 
plus, nescio quo pacto, videtur habere gravitatis. 
Itaque ipse, mea legens, sic afficior interdum, ut 
Catonem, non me, loqui existimem. Sed, ut 
tum ad senem senex de senectute, sic hoc libro 10 
ad amicum amicissimus de amicitia scripsi. 
Tum est Cato locutus, quo erat nemo fere senior 
temporibus illis, nemo prudentior : nunc Lselius, 
et sapiens (sic enim est habitus), et amicitis 
gloria ekcellens, de amiciti^ loquitur. Tu, ve- 15 
lim, animum a me parumper avertas ; Lselium 
loqui ipsum putes. C. Fannius et Q. Mucius ad 
socerum veniunt post mortem Africani: ab his 
sermo oritur : respondet LsbHus ; cujus tota dis- 
putatio est de amicitid, quam legens tu te ipse SO 
cognosces. 

II. Fanniu&. Sunt ista, Lseli : nec enim 
melior vir fuit Africano quisquam, nec clarior. 
Sed existimare debes, omnium oculos in te esse 
conjectos : unum te sapientem et appellant et 25 
existimant. Tribuebatur hoc modo M. Catoni : 
0cimus^ L. Atilium apud patres nostros appella- 
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tam esse sapientem : sed uterque alio quodam 
modo : Atilius, quia prudens esse in jure civili 
putabatur ; Cato, quia multarum rerum usum ha- 
bebat. Multa ejus, et in senatu et in foro, vel pro- 

5 visa prudenter, ve| acta constanter, vel responsa 
acute, ferebantur. Propterea, quasi cognomen 
jam habebat in senectute sapientis. Te autem 
alio quodam modo dicunt, non solum naturi et 
moribus, verum etiam studio et doctrina, esse 

10 sapientem ; nec sicut vulgus, sed ut eruditi solent 
appellare sapientem, qualem in reliqud GraBcii 
neminem (nam qui septem appellantur, eos, qui 
ista subtilius quserunt, in numero sapientium non 
habent) ; Athenis unum accepimus, et eum qui- 

15 dem etiam Apollinis oraculo sapientissimum ju- 
dicatum. Hanc esse in te sapientiam existimant, 
ut omnia tua in te posita ducas, humanosque 
casus virtute inferiores putes. Itaque ex me 
qusrunt, (credo^ item ex te, Scaevola) quonam 

SO pacto mortem Africani feras, eoque magis, quod, 
his proximis Nonis, cum in hortos D. Bruti 
auguris, commentandi causi, ut assolet, venisse- 
mus, tu non alFuisti, qui diligentissime semper 
illum diem, et illud munus, solitus esses obire. 

25 Sc(Bvola. Quserunt quidem, C. Lseli, multi, 
ut est a Fannio dictum : sed ego id respondeo, 
quod animadverti, te dolorem, quem acceperis, 
cum summi viri, tum amicissimi morte, ferre 
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moderate : nec potuisse non commoveri, nec 
fuisse id humanitatis tuse : quod autem his Nonis 
in nostro coUegio non affuisses, valetudinem cau- 
sam, non moestitiam, fuisse. 

LcbUus. Recte tu quidem, Scaevola, et vere. 5 
Nec enim ab isto officio, quod semper usurpavi 
cum valerem, abduci incommodo meo debui ; 
nec ullo casu arbitror hoc constanti homini 
posse contingere, ut ulla intermissio fiat officii. 
Tu autem, Fanni, qui mihi tantum tribui dicis, 10 
quantum ego nec agnosco nec postulo, facis 
amice : sed, ut mihi videris, non recte judicas de 
Catone : aut enim nemo (quod quidem magis 
credo), aut, si quisquam, ille sapiens fuit. Quo- 
modo enim (ut alia omittam) mortem filii tulit ? 15 
Memineram, Paulum ; videram Gallum : sed hi 
in pueris ; Cato in perfecto et spectato viro. 
Quamobrem cave Catoni anteponas, ne istum 
quidem ipsum, quem ApoUo (ut ais) sapientissi- 
mum judicavit. Hujus enim facta, illius dicta, ao 
laudantur. De me autem (ut jam cum utroque 
loquar) sic habetote. 

ni. Ego, si Scipionis desiderio me moveri 
negem, quam id recte faciam, viderint sapientes : 
sed certe mentiar. Moveor enim, tali amico 25 
orbatus, qualis, ut arbitror, nemo unquam erit ; 
et, ut confirmare possum, nemo certe fuit. Sed 
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non egeo medicin& : me ipse consolor, et maxiflie 
illo solatio, quod eo errore careo, quo, amicorum 
decessu, plerique angi solent Nihil enim mali 
accidisse Scipioni puto: mihi accidit, si quid 
5 accidit. Suis autem incommodis graviter angi, 
non amicum, sed seipsum amantis est. 

Cum illo vero quis neget actum esseprseclareT 
Nisi enim (quod ille minime putabat) immortali-^ 
tatem optare vellet, quid non est adeptus, quod 

10 homini fas esset optare? qui summam i^m civi- 
um, quam de eo jam puero habuerant, continuo 
adolescens incredibili virtute superavit : qui con-^ 
sulatum petivit nunquam, factus est consul bis : 
primum ante tempus ; iterum sibi, suo tempore j 

15 reipublicae, paene sero : qui, duabus urbibus ever* 
sis, inimicissimis huic imperio, non modo prsB- 
sentia, verum etiam futura bella delevit. Quid 
dicam de moribus facillimis ? de pietate in ma- 
trem ? liberalitate in sorores ? bonitate in suos T 

20 justitia in omnes ? nota sunt vofois. Quam autem 
civitati carus fuerit, moerore funeris indicatum est. 
Quid igitur hunc paucorum annorum accessio 
juvare potuisset ? Senectus enim, quamvis non 
sit gravis, (ut memini Catonem, anno ante quam 

25 mortuus est, mecum et cum Scipione disserere) 
tamen aufert eam viriditatem, in qu& etiamnum 
erat Scipio. 
Cluamobrem vita quidem talis fuit, vd fortonA, 
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vel glorii, ut nihil posset accedere. Moriendi 
autem sensum celeritas abstulit : quo de genere 
mortis difficile dictu est; quid homines suspi- 
centur, videtis. Hoc tamen vere licet dicere, P. 
Scipioni, ex multis diebus, quos in viti cele- 5 
berrimos Isetissimosque viderit, illum diem cla- 
rissiroum fuisse, cum, senatu dimisso, domum 
reductus ad vesperum est, a patribus conscriptis, 
a populi Romani sociis et Latinis, pridie quam 
excessit e vitl. : ut ex tam alto dignitatis gradu 10 
ad superos videatur potius, quam ad inferos, ^^^,,^,^^^ 
pervenisse. Neque enim assentior iis, qui haec ( :^ 
nuper disserere cceperunt, cum corporibus simul *^,^^ "^ 
animos interire, atque omnia morte deleri. 

IV. Plus apud me antiquorum auctoritas is 
valet, vel nostrorum majorum, (qui mortuis tam 
religiosa jura tribuerunt; quod non fecissent 
profecto, si nihil ad eos pertinere arbitrarentur) 
vel eorifm, qui in hac terri fuerunt, magnamque 
Grsciam (quae nunc quidem deleta est, tum 20 
florebat) institutis et praeceptis suis erudierunt; 
vel ejns, qui ApoUinis oracuk) sapientissimus 
est judicatus: qui non tum hoc, tum illud, ut 
in plerisque, sed idem dicebat semper, animos 
hominum esse divinos, iisque, cum e corpore 25 
excessissent, reditum in coelum patere, optimo- 
que et justissimo cuique Giq>editissimimi. 
6 
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Quod item Scipioni videbatur ; qui quidetn, 
quasi prsesagiret, perpaucis ante mortem diebus 
(cum et Philus et Manilius adessent, et alii 
plures, tuque etiam, Scssvola, mecum venisses), 
5 triduum disseruit de republici : cujus disputa- 
tionis fuit extremum fere de immortalitate ani- 
morum ; quse se in quiete per visum ex Afiricano 
audisse dicebat. Id si ita est, ut optimi cujusque 
animus in morte facillime evolet, tanquam e 

10 custodid. vinculisque corporis ; cui censemus 
cursum ad Deos faciliorem fuisse, quam Scipio- 
ni ? Quocirca, mcerere hoc ejus eventu, vereor, 
ne invidi magis quam amici sit. Sin autem illa 
veriora, ut idem interitus sit animorum et cor- 

15 porum, nec ullus sensus maneat ; ut nihil boni 
est in morte, sic certe nihil mali : sensu enim 
amisso, fit idem, quasi natus non esset omnino : 
quem tamen esse natum et nos gaudemus, et 
haec civitas, dum erit, Isetabitur. 

20 Quamobrem, cum illo quidem (ut supra dixi) 
actum optime est ; mecum incommodius ; quem 
fuerat sequius, ut prius introieram, sic prius 
exire de vit&. Sed tamen recordatione nostrse 
amicitiae sic fruor, ut beate vixisse videar, quia 

25 cum Scipione vixerim ; quocum mihi conjuncta 
cura de re publica et de privat& fuit, quocum et 
domus et militia communis ; et (id, in quo est 
omnis vis amicitise) voluntatum, studiorum, sen- 
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tentiarum, summa consensio. Itaque non tam 
ista me sapientie, quam modo Fannius comme- 
moravit, fama delectat, falsa prsesertim, quam 
quod amicitise nostrse memoriam spero sempiter- 
nam fore. Idque mihi eo magis est cordi, quod, 5 
ex omnibus sseculis, vix tria aut quatuor nomi- 
nantur paria amicorum: quo in genere sperare 
videor, Scipionis et Lselii amicitiam notam pos- 
teritati fore. 

Fannius, Istud quidem, Lseli, ita necesse est : lo 
sed, quoniam amicitise mentionem fecisti, et su- 
mus otiosi, pergratum mihi feceris, (spero item 
Scsevolse) si, quemadmodum soles de cseteris 
rebus, cum ex te quaeruntur, sic de amiciti& 
disputiris, quid sentias, qualem existimes, quae 15 
prsecepta des. 

Sctevola. Mihi vero pergratum erit : atque, 
idipsum cum tecum agere conarer, Fannius 
antevertit : quamobrem utrique nostrum gratum 
admodum feceris. 20 

V. LtBlius, Ego vero non gravarer, si mihi 
ipse coniiderem : nam et prseclara res est ; et 
sumus (ut dixit Fannius) otiosi. Sed quis ego 
sum 1 aut quse in me est facultas 1 Doctorum 
est ista consuetudo, eaque Grsecorum, ut iis po- 25 
natur, de quo disputent quamvis subito. Mag^ 
num opus est ; egetque exercitatione non parvft. 
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Qaamobrem, quse disputari de amicitia possunt, 
ab eis, censeo, petatis, qui ista profitentur : ego 
vos hortari tantum possum, ut amicitiam omnibus 
rebus humanis anteponatis : nihil est enim tam 
5 natur» aptum, tam conveniens ad res vel secun- 
das, vel adversas. 

Sed hoc primum sentio, nisi in bonis, amicitiam 
esse non posse : neque id ad vivum reseco, ut iUi, 
qui haec subtilius disserunt, fortasse vere, sed ad 

10 communem utilitatem parum. Negant enim, 
quemquam virum bonum esse, nisi sapientem. 
Sit ita sane : sed eam sapientiam interpretantur, 
quam, adbuc mortalis nemo est consecutus. Nos 
autem ea quae sunt in usu vitaque communi, non 

15 ea quae finguntur aut optantur, spectare debemus. 
Nunquam ego dicam, C. Fabricium, M' Curium, 
Ti. Coruncanium, quos sapientes nostri majores 
judicabant, ad istorum normam fuisse sapientes. 
Q,uare sibi habeant sapientise nomen, et invidio- 

20 sum et obscurum ; concedantque, ut hi boni viri 
fuerint. Ne id quidem facient : negabunt, id, 
nisi sapienti, posse concedi. 

Agamus igitur pingui Minervi, ut aiunt. Qui 
ita se gerunt, ita vivunt, ut eorum probetur fides, 

25 integritas, aequitas, liberalitas, nec sit in illis ulla 
cupiditas, vel libido, vel audacia, sintque magni 
constantia, ut ii fuerunt, modo quos nominavi; 
ho8 viros bonpi^, ut habiti sunt, sic etiam appel- 
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landos putemus; quia sequantur (quantum.homi- 
nes possunt) naturam, qptimam bene vivendi 
ducem. Sic enim mihi perspicere videor, ita 
natos esse nos, ut inter omnes esset societas 
quaedam : major autem, ut quisque proxime 5 
accederet: itaque cives potiores quam peregri- 
ni; et propinqui, quam alieni: cum his enim 
amicitiam natura ipsa peperit. Sed ea non satis 
habet firmitatis: namque hoc prestat amicitia 
propinquitati, quod ex propinquitate benevolentia.lO 
tolli potest, ex amicitia non potest : sublata enim 
benevolentii, amicitise nomen tollitur, propinqui- 
tatis manet. Quanta autem vis amicitiae sit, ex 
hoc intelligi maxime potest, quod, ex infinitlL 
societate generis humani, quam conciliavit ipsa 15 
natura, ita contracta res est, et adducta in an- 
gustum, ut omnis caritas aut inter duos, aut inter 
paucos, jungeretur. 

VI. Est autem amicitia nihil aliud, nisi 
omnium divinarum humanarumque rerum, cum 20 
benevolentii et caritate, summa consensio : qui 
quidem haud scio, an, excepti sapientisL, quid- 
quam melius homini sit a Diis immortalibus 
datum. Divitias alii praeponunt, bonam alii 
valetudinem, alii potentiam, alii honores, multi 25 
etiam voluptates. Belluarum hoc quidem extre- 
mum est : illa autem superiora, caduca et incerta, 
6» 
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essem an&, et pauci admodutn familiares, in eum 
sermonem illum incidere, qui tum fere dtnnibus 
erat in ore. Meministi enim profecto, Attice, 
et eo magis, quod P. Sulpicio utebare multum, 
5 (cum is, tribunus plebis, capitali odio a Q. Pom- 
peio, qui tum erat consul, dissideret, quocum 
conjunctissime et amantissime vixerat) quanta 
hominum esset vel admiratio, vel querela. Ita- 
que tum Scevola, cum in eam ipsam mentionem 

10 incidisset, exposuit nobis sermonem Lselii de 
amicitid,, habitum ab illo secum, et cum altero 
genero, C. Fannio, M. filio, paucis diebus post 
mortem Africani. 

Ejus disputationis sententias memoriae manda- 

15 vi ; quas hoc libro exposui meo arbitratu : quasi 
enim ipsos induxi loquentes, ne Inquam et Inqmt, 
saepius interponeretur ; atque, ut, tanquam a prae- 
sentibus, coram haberi sermo videretur. Cum 
enim saepe mecum ageres, ut de amicitii scri- 

20 berem aliquid, digna mihi res, cum omnium 
cognitione, tum nostra familiaritate, visa est. 
Itaque feci non invitus, ut prodessem multis tuo 
rogatu. Sed, ut in ** Catone Majore," qui est 
scriptus ad te de senectute, Catonem induxi 

25 senem disputantem, quia nulla videbatur aptior 
persona, quse de illa aetate loqueretur, quam ejus, 
qui et diutissime senex fuisset, et in ipsi senec- 
tute prae caeteris floruisset; sic, cum accepissemus 
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a patribus, maxime memorabilem C. Lslii et P. 
Scipionis familiaritatem fuisse, idonea mihi Lslii 
persona visa est, qus de amicitia ea ipsa dissereret, 
qu» disputata ab eo meminisset Scaevola. 

Genus autem hoc sermonum, positum in homi- 5 
num veterum auctoritate, et eorum illustrium, 
plus, nescio quo pacto, videtur habere gravitatis. 
Itaque ipse, mea legens, sic afficior interdum, ut 
Catonem, non me, loqui existimem. Sed, ut 
tum ad senem senex de senectute, sic hoc libro 10 
ad amicum amicissimus de amicitia scripsi. 
Tum est Cato locutus, quo erat nemo fere seniqr 
temporibus illis, nemo prudentior : nunc Laelius, 
et sapiens (sic enim est habitus), et amiciti® 
gloria eiLcellens, de amicititl loquitur. Tu, ve- 15 
lim, animum a me paruroper avertas ; Lslium 
loqui ipsum putes. C. Fannius et Q. Mucius ad 
socerum veniunt post mortem Africani: ab his 
sermo oritur : respondet Lslius ; cujus tota dis- 
putatio est de amicitid, quam legens tu te ipse 20 
cognosces. 

II. Fannius. Sunt ista, Lsli : nec enim 
melior vir fuit Africano quisquam, nec clarior. 
Sed existimare debes, omnium oculos in te esse 
conjectos : unum te sapientem et appellant et 25 
existimant. Tribuebatur hoc modo M. Catoni : 
0cimus^ L. Atilium apud patres nostros appella- 
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tum esse sapientem : sed uterque alio quodam 
modo : Atilius, quia prudens esse in jure civili 
putabatur ; Cato, quia multarum rerum usum ha- 
bebat. Multa ejus, et in senatu et in foro, vel pro- 

6 visa prudenter, vej acta constanter, vel responsa 
acute, ferebantur. Propterea, quasi cognomen 
jam habebat in senectute sapientis. Te autem 
alio quodam modo dicunt, non solum natur^ et 
moribus, verum etiam studio et doctrini, esse 

10 sapientem ; nec sicut vulgus, sed ut eruditi solent 
appellare sapientem, qualem in reliqui Grsecii 
neminem (nam qui septem appellantur, eos, qui 
ista subtilius quserunt, in numero sapientium non 
habent) ; Athenis unum accepimus, et eum qui- 

15 dem etiam ApoUinis oraculo sapientissimum ju- 
dicatum. Hanc esse in te sapientiam existimant, 
ut omnia tua in te posita ducas, humanosque 
casus virtute inferiores putes. Itaque ex me 
quserunt, (credo, item ex te, Scaevola) quonam 

20 pacto mortem Africani feras, eoque magis, quod, 
his proximis Nonis, cum in hortos D. Bruti 
auguris, commentandi causa, ut assolet, venisse- 
mus, tu non affuisti, qui diligentissime semper 
illum diem, et illud munus, solitus esses obire. 

25 Scavola. Quaerunt quidem, C. Lseli, multi, 
ut est a Fannio dictum : sed ego id respondeo, 
quod animadverti, te dolorem, quem acceperis, 
cum summi viri, tum amicissimi morte, ferre 
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moderate : nec potuisse hob commoveri, nec 
fuisse id humanitatis tus : quod autem his Nonis 
in nostro coUegio non affuisses, valetudinem cau- 
sam, non moestitiam, fuisse. 

Lcelius. Recte tu quidem, Scsvola, et vere. 5 
Nec enim ab isto officio, quod semper usurpavi 
cum valerem, abduci incommodo meo debui ; 
nec ullo casu arbitror hoc constanti homini 
posse contingere, ut uUa intermissio fiat officii. 
Tu autem, Fanni, qui mihi tantum tribui dicis, 10 
quantum ego nec agnosco nec postulo, facis 
amice : sed, ut mihi videris, non recte judicas de 
Catone : aut eninj nemo (quod quidem magis 
credo), aut, si quisquam, ille sapiens fuit. duo- 
modo enim (ut alia omittam) mortem filii tulit ? 15 
Memineram, Paulum ; videram Gailum : sed hi 
in pueris ; Cato in perfecto et spectato viro. 
Quamobrem cave Catoni anteponas, ne istum 
quidem ipsum, quem ApoUo (ut ais) sapientissi- 
mum judicavit. Hujus enim facta, illius dicta, 20 
laudantur. De me autem (ut jam cum utroque 
loquar) sic habetote. 

m. £go, si Scipionis desiderio me moveri 
negem, quam id recte faciam, viderint sapientes : 
sed certe mentiar. Moveor enim, tali amico 25 
orbatus, qualis, ut arbitror, nemo unquam erit ; 
et, ut confirmare possum, nemo certe fiiit. Sed 
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non egeo medicin& : me ipse consolor, et maiime 
illo solatio, quod eo errore careo, quo, amicorum 
decessu, plerique angi solent. Nihil enim mali 
accidisse Scipioni puto: mihi accidit, si quid 
5 accidit* Suis autem incommodis graviter angi, 
non amicum, sed seipsum amantis est. 

Cum illo vero quis neget actum essepraeclareT 
Nisi enim (quod ille minime putabat) immortali-^ 
tatem optare vellet, quid non est adeptus, quod 

10 homini fas esset optare? qui suramam spem civi- 
um, quam de eo jam puero habuerant, continuo 
adolescens incredibili virtute superavit : qui con-» 
sulatum petivit nunquam, factus est consul bis : 
primum ante tempus ; iterum sibi, suo tempore j 

15 reipublicae, paene sero : qui, duabus urbibus ever- 
sis, inimicissirais huic imperio, non modo pr»- 
sentia, verum etiam futura bella delevit. Cluid 
dicam de moribus facillirais ? de pietate in ma- 
trem ? liberalitate in sorores ? bonitate in suos 1 

20 justitia in omnes ? nota sunt vobis. Quam autem 
civitati carus fuerit, moerore funeris indicatum est. 
Quid igitur hunc paucorum annorum accessio 
juvare potuisset ? Senectus enim, quamvis non 
sit gravis, (ut memini Catonem, anno ante quam 

25 mortuus est, mecum et cum Scipione disserere) 
tamen aufert eam viriditatem, in qu& etiamnura 
erat Scipio. 
Quamobrem vita quidem talis fuit, vd fortnn&y 
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vel gloria, ut nihil posset accedere. Moriendi 
autem sensum celeritas abstulit : quo de genere 
mortis difficile dictu est; quid homines suspi- 
centur, videtis. Hoc tamen vere licet dicere, P. 
Scipioni, ex multis diebus, quos in vita cele- 5 
berrimos laetissimosque viderit, illum diem cla- 
rissimum fuisse, cum, senatu dimisso, domum 
reductus ad vesperum est, a patribus conscriptis, 
a populi Romani sociis et Latinis, pridie quam 
excessit e vita : ut ex tam alto dignitatis gradu 10 
ad superos videatur potius, quam ad inferos, ^^^^^^^^^^ 
pervenisse. Neque enim assentior iis, qui haec ( :^ 
nuper disserere cceperunt, cum corporibus simul U^ h t 
animos interire, atque omnia morte deleri. '"' ^ 

IV. Plus apud me antiquorum auctoritas 15 
valet, vel nostrorum majorum, (qui mortuis tam 
religiosa jura tribucrunt ; quod non fecissent 
profecto, si nihil ad eos pertinere arbitrarentur) 
vel eorifm, qui in hac terri fuerunt, magnamque 
Graeciam (quse nunc quidem deleta est, tum 20 
florebat) institutis et prseceptis suis erudierunt; 
vel ejus, qui Apollinis oraculo sapientissimus 
est judicatus : qui non tum hoc, tum illud, ut 
in plerisque, sed idem dicebat semper, animos 
hominum esse divinos, iisque, cum e corpore 25 
excessissent, reditum in ccslum patere, optimo- 
que et justissimo cuique ezpeditissimum. 
6 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



6a LiELIUS, SIVE DE AMICmA. 

Quod item Sc^ioni videbatur ; qui quidem, 
quasi praesagiret, perpaucis ante mortem diebus 
(cum et Philus et Manilius adessent, et alii 
plures, tuque etiam, Scaevola, mecum venisses), 
5 triduum disseruit de republica : cujus di^uta- 
tionis fuit extremum fere de immortalitate ani- 
morum ; quae se in quiete per visum ex Africano 
audisse dicebat. Id si ita est, ut optimi cujusque 
animus in morte facillime evolet, tanquam e 

10 custodii vinculisque corporis ; cui censemus 
cursum ad Deos faciliorem fuisse, quam Scipio- 
ni 1 Quocirca, moerere hoc ejus eventu, vereor, 
ne invidi magis quam amici sit. Sin autem illa 
veriora, ut idem interitus sit animorum et cor- 

15 porum, nec ullus sensus maneat ; ut nihil boni 
est in morte, sic certe nihil mali : sensu enim 
amisso, fit idem, quasi natus non esset omnino : 
quem tamen esse natum et nos gaudemus, et 
hsec civitas, dum erit, laetabitur. 

20 Q.uamobrem, cum illo quidem (ut supra dixi) 
actum optime est ; mecum incommodius ; quem 
fuerat sequius, ut prius introieram, sic prius 
exire de vit&. Sed tamen recordatione nostrae 
amicitiae sic fruor, ut beate vixisse videar, quia 

25 cum Scipione vixerim ; quocum mihi conjuncta 
oura de re publica et de privatal fuit, quocum et 
domus et militia communis ; et (id, in quo est 
omnis vis amicitiae) voluntatum, studiorum, sen- 
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tentiarum, summa consensio. Itaque non tam 
ista me sapientise, quam modo Fannius comme- 
moravit, fama delectat, falsa prsesertim, quam 
quod amicitise nostrse memoriam spero sempiter- 
nam fore. Idque mihi eo magis est cordi, quod, 5 
ex omnibus ssBCulis, vix tria aut quatuor nomi- 
naiitur paria amicorum: quo in genere sperare 
videor, Scipionis et Lselii amicitiam notam pos- 
teritati fore. 

Fannius, Istud quidem, Lseli, ita necesse est : lo 
sed, quoniam amicitise mentionem fecisti, et su- 
mus otiosi, pergratum mihi feceris, (^ero item 
Scaevolae) si, quemadmodum soles de cseteris 
rebus, cum ex te quaeruntur, sic de amicitia 
disput^ris, quid sentias, qualem existimes, quae 15 
prsecepta des. ; 

SccBvola. Mihi vero pergratum erit : atque, 
idipsum cum tecum agere conarer, Fannius 
antevertit : quamobrem utrique nostrum gratum 
admodum feceris. 20 

V. LcbKus. Ego vero non gravarer, si mihi 
ipse confiderem : nam et prseclara res est ; et 
sumus (ut dixit Fannius) otiosi. Sed quis ego 
sum 1 aut quae in me est facultas 1 Doctorum 
est ista consuetudo, eaque Graecorum, ut iis po- 25 
natur, de quo disputent quamvis subito. Mag^ 
num opus est ; egetque exercitatione non parvd. 
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Qaamobrem, quse disputari de amicitia possunt, 
ab eis, censeo, petatis, qui ista profitentur : ego 
Yos hortari tantum possum, ut amicitiam omnibus 
rebus humanis anteponatis : nihil est enim tam 
5 naturae aptum, tam conveniens ad res vel secun- 
das, vel adversas. 

Sed hoc primum sentio, nisi in bonis, amicitiam 
esse non posse : neque id ad vivum reseco, ut illi, 
qui haec subtilius disserunt, fortasse vere, sed ad 

10 communem utilitatem parum. Negant enim, 
quemquam virum bonum esse, nisi sapientem. 
Sit ita sane : sed eam sapientiam interpretantur, 
quam. adhuc mortalis nemo est consecutus. Nos 
autem ea quse sunt in usu vitaque communi, non 

15 ea quse finguntur aut optantur, spectare debemus. 
Nunquam ego dicara, C. Fabricium, M' Curium, 
Ti. Coruncanium, quos sq>ientes nostri majores 
judicabant, ad istorum normam fuisse sapientes. 
Quare sibi habeant sapientiae nomen, et invidio- 

20 sum et obscurum ; concedantque, ut hi boni viri 
fuerint. Ne id quidem facient : negabunt, id, 
nisi sq>ienti, posse concedi. 

Agamus igitur pingui Minerva, ut aiunt. Qui 
ita se gerunt, ita vivunt, ut eorum probetur fides, 

25 integritas, sequitas, liberalitas, nec sit in illis ulla 
cupiditas, vel.libido, vel audacia, sintque magni 
constantia, ut ii fuerunt, modo quos nominavi; 
ho8 viros bonoi^, ut habiti sunt, sic etiam appel- 
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landOB putemus; quia sequantur (quantumvhomi- 
nes possunt) naturam, (^timam bene vivendi 
ducem. Sic enim mihi perspicere videor, ita 
natos esse nos, ut inter omnes esset societas 
qusdam : major autem, ut quisque proxime 5 
accederet : itaque cives potiores quam peregri- 
ni; et propinqui, quam alieni: cum his enim 
amioitiam natura ipsa peperit. Sed ea non satis 
habet firmitatis: namque hoc prsestat amicitia 
propinquitati, quod ex propinquitate benevolentia 40 
tolli potest, ex amicitia non potest : sublati enim 
benevolentisl, amicitiae nomen toUitur, propinqui- 
tatis manet. Quanta autem vis amicitise sit, ex 
hoc intelligi maxime potest, quod, ex infinitA 
societate generis humani, quam conciliavit ipsa 15 
natura, ita contracta res est, et adducta in an- 
gustum, ut omnis caritas aut inter duos, aut inter 
paucos, jungeretur. 

VI. Est autem amicitia nihil aliud, nisi 
omnium divinarum humanarumque rerum, cum 20 
benevolentid et caritate, summa consensio : qui 
quidem haud scio, an, excepti sapientia, quid- 
quam melius homini sit a Diis immortalibus 
datura. Divitias alii praeponunt, bonam alii 
valetudinem, alii potentiam, alii honores, multi 25 
etiam voluptates. Belluarum hoc quidem extre- 
mum est : illa autem superiora, caduca et incerta, 
6» 
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posita non tam in nostris consiliis, quam in for- 
tunae temeritate. Qui autem in virtute summum 
bonum ponunt, prseclare illi quidem : sed haec 
ipsa virtus amicitiam et gignit, et continet ; nec, 

5 sine virtute, amicitia esse ullo pacto potest. 

Jam virtutem ex consuetudine vitae sermonis- 
que nostri interpretemur ; nec eam, ut quidam 
docti, verborum magnificentii metiamur : viros- 
que bonos eos, qui habentur, numeremus, Paulos, 

10 Catones, Gallos, Scipiones, Philos. His com- 
munis vita contenta est : eos autem omittamus, 
qui omnino nusquam reperiuntur. Tales igitur 
inter viros amicitia tantas opportunitates habet, 
quantas vix queo dicere. 

15 Principio, cui potest esse "vita vitalis" (ut ait 
Ennius), qui non in amici mutua benevolentii 
conquiescat? Quid dulcius, quam habere, qui- 
cum omnia audeas sic loqui, ut tecum? duis 
esset tantus fructus in prosperis rebus, nisi 

20 haberes, qui illis seque, ac tu ipse, gauderet? 
Adversas vero ferre difficile esset, sine eo qui 
illas gravius etiam, quam tu, ferret. Denique 
caeterae res, quae expetuntur, opportunae sunt 
singulaB rebus fere singulis; divitiae, ut utare; 

25 opes, ut colare; honores, ut laudere; voluptates, 
ut gaudeas ; valetudo, ut dolore careas, et mune- 
ribus fungare corporis: amicitia res plurimas 
continet : quoquo te verteriSy praesto est : nullo 
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loco excluditur ; nunquam intempestiva, nunqnam 
molesta.est. Itaque non aqua, non igni (ut aiunt), 
pluribus locis utimur, quam amicitia. Neque ego 
nunc de vulgari aut de mediocri (quse tamen ipsa 
et delectat et prodest), sed de vera et perfectl,, 5 
loquor, qualis eorum, qui pauci nominantur, fuit 
Nam et secundas res splendidiores facit amicitia,) "f- 
et adversas, partiens communicansque, leviores. j 

VII. Cumque plurimas et maximas commodi- 
tates amicitia contineat, tum illa nimirum prsBStat 10 
omnibus, quod bona spe praelucet in posterum; 
nec debilitari animos, aut cadere patitur. Ve- 
rum etiam amicum qui intuetur, tanquam exem- 
plar aliquod intuetur sui. duocirca et absentes 
adsunt, et egentes abundant, et imbecilles valent, 15 
et (quod difficilius dictu est) mortui vivunt : 
tantus eos honos, memoria, desiderium prosequi- 
tur amicomm: ex quo illorum beata mors videtur; 
horum vita laudabilis. Quod si exemeris ex na« 
turd, rerufn benevolentiae conjunctionem ; nec 20 
domus uUa nec urbs stare poterit : ne agri qui- 
dem cultus permanebit. Id si minus intelligitur; 
quanta vis amicitise concordiaeque sit, ex disseo- 
sionibus atque discordiis percipi potest Clu» 
enim domus tam stabilis, quae tam firma civitas 2S 
est, quse non odiis atque dissidiis funditus possit 
everti? ex quo, quantum boni sit in ftmiciti4| 
judicari potest. 

•' "V Lu^i ^, tujc W^y^w,' ^'^ ^v^ c*,. 
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Agrigentinura quidem, doctum quendam vi- 
rum, carminibus Graecis vaticinatum ferunt, quae 
in rerum natura totoque mundo constarent, quae- 
que moverentur, ea contrahere amicitiam, dis- 
6 sipare discordiam. Atque hoc quidem omnes 
mortales et intelligunt, et re probant. Itaque, si 
quando aliquod officium exstitit amici in periculis 
aut adeundis aut communicandis, quis est, qui 
id non maximis efFerat laudibus ? dui clamores 

10 toti cavea nuper in hospitis et amici mei, M. 
Pacuvii, nova fabula ; cum, ignorante rege, uter 
eorum esset Orestes, Pylades Orestem se esse 
diceret, ut pro illo necaretur ; Orestes autem, ita 
ut erat, Orestem se esse perseveraret ! Stantes 

15 plaudebant in re fictd : quid arbitramur in verk 
fuisse facturos? Facile indicabat ipsa natura 
vim suam, cum homines, quod facere ipsi non 
possent, id recte fieri in aitero judicarent. 

Hactenus mihi videor, de amicitia quid senti* 

20 rem, potuisse dicere. Siqua praeterea sunt (credo 
autem esse multa), ab iis, si' videbitur, qui ista 
disputant, quaeritote. 

Pannius, Nos autem a te potius ; quanquam 
etiam ab istis saepe quaesivi, et audivi, non invitus 

S5 equidem : sed aliud quoddam expetimus filum 
orationis tuse. 

SciBtola. Tum magis id diceres^ Fanni, si 
nuper in hortis Scipionis, cum est de republicd 
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disputatain, affuisses. Qualis tum patronus jus- 
titisB fuit contra accuratam orationem Phili ! 

Fatmius. Facile id quidem fuit, justitiam juih 
tissimo viro defendere. 

8c<Bvola, Quid amicitiam 1 nonne facile ei, 5 
qui ob eam summi fide, constantii, justitiique 
serratam, maximam gloriam ceperit? 

VIII. Lalius, Vim hoc quidem eet afferre. 
Quid enim refert, qua me ratione cogatis? cogitis 
certe. Studiis enim generorum, praesertim in re 10 
bon&, cum difficile est, tum ne &quam quidem^ 
obsistere. 

Sspissime igitur mihi, de amicitii cogitanti, 
maxime illud considerandum videri solet, num, 
propter imbecillitatem atque inopiam, desiderata 15 
sit amicitia; ut, dandis recipiendisque meritis, 
quod quisque minus per se ipse posset, id accipe- 
ret ab alio, vicissimque redderet; an esset hoc 
quidem proprium aroiGitiae ; sed antiquior, et 
pulchrior, et magis a natura ipsa profecta, alia 20 
causa. Amor enim (ex quo amicitia nominata) 
princeps est ad benevolentiam conjungendam. 
Nam utilitates quidem etiam ab iis percipiuntur 
saspe, qui simulatione amicitisB coluntur et obser- 
vantur causi temporis : in amicitia autem, nibil 25 
fictum, nihil simulatum : et, quidquid in ek est, 
id est verum et voluntarium. 
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Quapropter, a naturi mihi videtur potius, quam 
ab indigentii, orta amicitia, et applicatione magis 
animi cum quodam sensu amandi, quam cogita- 
tione, quantum illa res utilitatis esset habiturft. 

5 Quod quidem quale sit, etiam in bestiis quibus- 
dam animadverti potest ; quae ex se natos ita 
amant ad quoddam tempus, et ab eis ita amantur, 
ut facile earum sensus appareat : quod, in homi- 
ne, multo est evidentius : primum, ex ea caritate, 

10 quae est inter natos et parentes ; quae dirimi, nisi 
detestabili scelere, non potest : deinde, cum simi- 
lis sensus exstitit amoris, si aliquem nacti sumus, 
cujus cum moribus et natura congruamus, quod 
in eo quasi lumen aliquod probitatis et virtutis 

15 perspicere videamur. 

Nihil est enim amabilius virtute ; nihil, quod 
magis alliciat ad diligendum : quippe cum, prop- 
ter virtutem et probitatem, eos etiam, quos nun- 
quam vidimus, quodam modo diligamus. Cluis 

20 est, qui C. Fabricii, M' Curii, non cum caritate 
aliqua et benevolentia memoriam usurpet, quos 
nunquam viderit ? Quis autem est, qui Tarqui- 
nium Superbum, qui Sp. Cassium, Sp. Maelium, 
non oderit? Cum duobus ducibus de imperio 

25 in Italia decertatum est, Pyrrho et Hannibale : 
ab altero, propter probitatem eju», non nimis 
alienos animos habemus : alterum, propter cru-" 
delitatem, semper haBC civitas oderit 
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IX. Quod si tanta vis probitatis est, ut eam, 
vel in eis quos nunquam vidimus, vel (quod 
majus est) in hoste etiam, diligamus ; quid mi- ' 
rura, si animi hominum moveantur, cum eorum, 
quibuscum usu conjuncti esse possunt, virtutem 5 
et bonitatem perspicere videantur ? Quanquam 
confirmatur aihor et beneficio accepto, et studio 
per^ecto, et consuetudine adjuneta : quibus 
rebus ad illum primum motum animi et amoris 
adhibitis, admirabilis qusdam exardescit benevo- 10 
lentias magnitudo ; quam si qui putant ab im- 
becillitate proficisci, ut sit, per quem quisque 
assequatur, quod desideret ; humilem sane relin- 
quunt, et minime generosum (ut ita dicam), 
ortum amicitiae, quam ex inq)ia atque indigentii 15 
natam volunt. 

Quod si ita esset ; ut quisque minimum in se 
esse arbitraretur, ita ad amicitiam esset aptissi- 
mus : quod longe secus est. Ut enim quisque 
sibi plurimum confidit, et ut quisque maxime 20 
virtute et sapientii sic munitus est, ut nullo 
egeat, suaque omnia in se ipso posita judicet; 
ita in amicitiis expetendis colendisque maxime 
excellit. Quid enim Africanus indigens mei? 
Minime, hercle : ac ne ego quidem illius : sed 25 
ego admiratione quidam virtutis ejus, ille vicis^ 
sim opinione fortasse nonnulla, quam de meis 
moribus habebat, me dilexit: auxit benevolen* 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



TB LiELIUS, SIVE DE AMICITIA. 

tiam consuetudo. Sed, quanquam utilitates 
multse et magns consecutsB sunt, non sunt 
tamen ab earum spe causse diligendi profectae» 
Ut enim benefici liberalesque sumus, non ut 
5 exigamus gratiam (neque enim beneficium foene- 
ramur), sed naturi propensi ad liberalitatem 
sumus; sic amicitiam, non spe mercedis adducti, 
sed quod omnis ejus fructus in ipso amore inest, 
expetendam putamus. 

10 Ab iis, qui pecudum ritu ad voluptatem omnia 
referunt, longe dissentimus : nec mirum : nihil 
enim altum, nihil magnificum ac divinum, suspi- 
cere possunt, qui suas omnes cogitationes abje- 
cerunt in rem tam humilem, tamque contemptam. 

15 Quamobrem, hos quidem ab hoc sermone remo- 
veamus : ipsi autem intelligamus, naturi gigni 
sensum diligendi, et benevolentisB caritatem, 
facta significatione probitatis ; quam qui appeti- 
verunt, applicant sese, et propius admovent, ut et 

20 usu ejus, quem diligere cceperunt, fruantur, et 
moribus ; sintque pares in amore, et aequales ; 
propensioresque ad bene merendum, quam ad 
reposcendum : atque haec inter eos sit honesta 
certatio. Sic et utilitates ex amicitia maximsB 

25 capientur ; et erit ejus ortus a natur^, quam ab 
imbecillitate, et gravior et verior. Nam, si 
utilitas amicitias conglutinaret, eadem commu- 
tata dissolveret: sed, quia natura mutari non 
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potest, idcirco versB amicitiae sempiterne sunt. 
Ortum quidem amicitise videtis, nisi quid ad 
haec forte vultis. 

Fanmus, Tu vero perge, Laeli : pro hoc 
enim, qui minor est natu, roeo jure respondeo. 5 

SccBvola. Recte tu quidem : quamobrem au- 
diamus. 

X. LeBlius. Audite ergo, optimi viri, ea, 
quoe saepissime inter me et Scipionem de amici- 
tia disserebantur : quanquam ille quidem nihil 10 
difficilius esse dicebat, quam amicitiam usque ad ' 
extremum vitae permanere. Nam, vel ut non 
idem expediret utrique, incidere ssepe ; vel ut 
de republica non idem sentirent; mutari etiam 
mores hominum sflepe dicebat, aJias adversis 15 
rebus, alias aetate ingravescente. Atque earura 
rerum exemplum ex similitudine capiebat ineun- 
tis aetatis, quod summi puerorum amores saepe 
una cum prsetexta ponerentur. 

Sin autem ad adolescentiam perduxissent, 20 
dirimi tamen interdum contentioue, vel uxori» 
conditionis, vel commodi alicujus, quod ideift 
adipisci uterque non posset. Quod si qui lon- 
gius in amicitia provecti essent, tamen ssepe 
labefactari, si in honoris contentionem incidis^ 95 
sent : pestem enim majorem esse nullam in ami^ 
citiisy quam in plerisque pecunige cupiditatem, in 
7 
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optimis quibusque honoris certamen et glorifle ; 
ex quo inimicitias moximas ssepe inter amicissl- 
mos exstitisse. Magna etiam dissidia, et plerum- 
que justa nasci, cum aliquid ab amicis, quod 
5 rectum non esset, postularetur ; ut aut libidinis 
ministri, aut adjutores essent ad injuriam : quod 
qui recusarent, quamvis honeste id facerent, jus 
tamen amicitise deserere arguerentur ab iis qui- 
bus obsequi nollent : illos autem, qui quidvis 

10 ab amico auderent postulare, postulatione ipsi 
profiteri, omnia se amici causi esse facturos : 
eorum quereli inveteratas non modo familiarita- 
tes exstingui solere, sed etiam odia gigni sempi- 
terna. Heec ita multa, quasi fata, impendere 

15 amicitiis, ut, omnia subterfugere, non modo 
sapientis, sed etiam felicitatis, diceret sibi 
videri. 

XI. Quamobrem id primum videamus, si 
placet, quatenus amor in amicitii progredi de- 

20 beat. Num, si Coriolanus habuit amicos, ferre 
contra patriam arma illi cum Coriolano debuere? 
num Viscellinum amici, regnum appetentem, 
num Sp. Maelium, debuerunt juvare ? 

Ti. quidem Gracchum rempublicam vexantem, 

25 a Q. Tuberone, aequalibusque amicis, derelictum 
videbamus. At C. Blosius, Cumanus, hospes 
familiae vestrse, Scasvola, cum ad me, qui aderam 
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Lsnati et Rupilio consulifous in consilio, depr^ 
catum Tenisset, hanc, ut sifoi ignoscerem, causam 
afferebat, quod tanti Ti. Gracchum fecisset, ut, 
quidquid ille vellet, sifoi faciendum putaret. 
Tum egOy " Etiamne, si te in Capitolium faces 6 
ferre vellet?" "Nunquam," inquit, "voluisset 
id quidem." " Sed, si voluisset ? " ** Parui»- 
sem." Videtis, quam nefaria vox: et, hercle, 
ita fecit, vel plus etiam quam dixit : non enim 
paruit ille Ti. Gracchi temeritati, sed prsBfuit; 10 
nec se comitem illius furoris, sed ducem, prse- 
buit Itaque, hac amenti^, qusstione novi 
perterritus, in Asiam proiugit ; ad hostes se con- 
tulit ; pcenas reipublicsB graves justasque persol- 
vit. Nulla est igitur excusatio peccati, si amici 15 
causi peccaveris. Nam, cum conciliatrix ami- 
citie virtutis opinio fuerit, difficile est amicitiam 
manere, si a virtute defeceris. 

duod si rectum statuerimus, vel .conoedere 
amicis quidquid velint, vel impetrare ab iis quid- 20 
quid velimus, perfecta quidem sapientia simus, 
si nihil hafoeat res vitii : sed loquimur de iis 
amicis qui ante oculos sunt, quos videmus, aut 
de quifous memoriam acc^imus, aut quos novit 
vita communis. Ex hoc numero nofois exemj^a 25 
Bumenda sunt, et eorum quidem maxime, qui ad 
sapientiam proxime accedunt. 

Videmns Papum iEmilium C. Luscino fiauli- 
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«raB fuisse (sic a patribus aecepimus), bis un4 
coBsules, et coUegas in censuri : tum et cum iis, 
et inter se, conjanctissimos fuisse M' Curium et 
Ti. Coruncanium, memorise proditum est. Igi- 
5 tur ne suspicari quidem possumus, quemquam 
horum ab amico quidpiam contendisse, quod 
coDtra fidem, contra jusjurandum, contra rem- 
puUicam esset. Nam hoc quidem in talibus 
viris quid attinet dicere, *' Si contendisset, scio 

10 impetraturum non fuisse ? " cum illi sanctissimi 
viri fuerint ; sque autem nefas sit, tale aliquid et 
facere rogatum, et rogare. At v^o Ti. Grac- 
chum sequebantur C. Carbo, C. Cato, et [mini* 
mus] tum quidem Caius frater, nunc idem acer- 

15 rimus. 

XII. Haec igitur lex in amiciti^ sanciatur, ut 
neque rogemus res turpes, nec faciamus rogati. 
Turpis enim excusatio est, et minime accipienda, 
cum in caeteris peccatis, tum si quis contra rem- 

20 publicam se amici causa fecisse fateatur. Ete- 
nim eo loco, Fanni et Scaevola, locati sumus, ut 
nos longe prospicere oporteat futuros casus rei- 
publicse. Defle^it enim jam aliquantulum de 
spatio curriculoque oonsuetudo majorum. TL 

85 Gracchus regnum occupare conatus est, vel regna- 
vit is quidem paucos menses. Num quid simile 
populos Romanus audieraty aotviderat? Hunc, 
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«tiam post mortem, secuti amici et propinqni, 
quid in P. Scipionem effecerint, sine lacrymiB 
non queo dicere. Nam Carbonem, quoquo modo 
potuimus, propter recentem poenam Ti. Graccfai, 
sustinuimus : de C. Graochi autem tribunito, 5 
quid exspectem, non libet augurari. Serpit enim 
deinde res : quffi proclivius ad perniciem, cum 
semel coepit, labitur. Videtis, in tabella jam 
ante quanta sit facta labes, primo Gabinia lege, 
biennio autem post, Cassii. Videre jam videor 10 
populum a senatu disjunctum, multitudinisque 
arbitrio res maximas agi. Plures enim discent, 
quemadmodum faaec fiant, quam quemadmodum 
fais resistatur. 

Quorsum hsc ? quia sine sociis nemo quid- 15 
quam tale conatur. Prscipiendum est igitur bo- ^ 
nis, ut, si in ejusmodi amicitias ignari casu diquo 
inciderint, ne existiment, ita se alligatos, ut ab 
amicis in magnd aiiqui re peccantibus non disco- 
dant. Improbis autem poena statuenda est ; nee 20 
vero minor iis qui secuti erunt dterum, quam iis 
qui ipsi fuerint impietatis duces. Quis clarior 
in Grsecii Themistocle? quis potentior? qui, 
cum imperator bello Persico servitute Greciam 
liber&sset, propterque invidiam in exsilium pul- 25 
sus esset, ingrats patriie injuriam non tulit, quam 
ferre debuit. Fecit idem, quod XX annis ante 
apud nog fecerat Coriolanus. His adjutor contra 
7* ^ 
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patriam inventus est nemo : itaque iD<»rtem dibi 
uterqoe conscivit. 

Clutre talis improborum consensio non modo 
excusttione amicitise tegenda non est, sed potius 
6 omni supplicio vindicanda ; ut ne quis sibi con- 
ceasum putet, amicum, vel bellum patriae infe- 
fentem, sequi : quod quidem, ut res coBpit ire, 
iiaad scio, an aliquando futurum sit. Mihi au- 
tem non minori curse est, qualis respublica 
10 post mortem meam futura sit, quam quaJis ho- 
die sit. 

XIII. Hsec igitur prima lex amicitisB sancia- 
tur, ut ab amicis honesta petamus, amicorum 
causa honesta faciaraus : ne exspectemus quidem, 

15 dum rogemur : studium semper adsit ; cunctatio 
absit. Consilium vero dare gaudearaus libere : 
plurimum in amicitia amicorum bene suaden- 
tium valeat auctoritas : eaque et adhibeatur ad 
monendum, non modo aperte, sed etiam acriter, 

20 si res postulabit ; et adhibitse pareatur. 

Nam quibusdam, quos audio sapientes habitps 
in GraeciA, placuisse opinor mirabilia qusBdam 
(sed nihil est, quod illi non persequantur suis ar- 
gutiis) : partim fugiendas esse niraias araicitias, 

25 ne necesse sit unura sollicitum esse pro pluribus : 
satis superque esse suarum cuique rerum : alie- 
nis nimis implicari molestum esse : commodissi- 
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mQm esse, quam laxissimas habenas habere ami- 
citice; quas vel adducas, cum velis, vel lemittas: 
caput enim esse ad beate vivendum, securitatem ; 
qua frui non possit animus, si tanquam parturiat 
unus pro pluribus. 5 

Alios autem dicere aiunt multo etiam inhuma- 
nius (quem locum breviter perstrinxi paulo ante) 
prsBsidii adjumentique causd, non benevolentie 
neque caritatis, amicitias esse e?q>etendas : ita- 
que, ut quisque minimum firmitatis habeat, mini- lo 
mumque virium, ita amicitias appetere maxime : 
ex eo fieri, ut mulierculse magis amicitiarum 
prsesidia quserant, quam viri; et inopes, quam 
opulenti ; et calamitosi, quam ii qui putentur 
beati. 15 

O preeclaram sapientiam ! Solem enim e mun- 
do tollere videntur, qui amicitiam e vita toUunt ; 
qufl a Diis immortdibus nihil melius habemus, 
nihil jucundius. duae est enim ista securitas ? 
specie quidem, blanda, sed reapse nultis locis 90 
repudianda. Neque enim est consentaneum, 
oUam honestam rem acttonemve, ne sollicitus 
sis, aut non suscipere, aut susceptam deponere. 
duod si curam fugimus, virtus fugienda est; 
quse, necesse est, cum aiiqui curi, res sibi con- 25 
trarias ad^rnetur atque oderit ; ut bonitas ma- 
Ittiam, temperantia libidinem, ignaviam fortitudo. 
Itaque videas rebus injustis justos maxime dolere, 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



80 URLWS, 8TVE DE ANICmA. 

imbecillibus fortes, flagitiosis modestoe. Ergo 
hoc proprium est animi bene constituti, et lietari 
bonis rebus, et dolere contrariis. 
duamobrem, si cadit in sapientem animi dolor 
6 (qui profecto cadit, nisi ex ejus animo exstirpa^ 
tam humanitatem arbitremur) ; qus causa est, 
cur amicitiam funditus toUamus e yit&, ne diquas, 
propteream, suscipiamus molestias? Quidenim 
interest, motu animi sublato, non dico inter 

10 hominem et pecudem, sed inter hominem et sax- 
um, aut truncum, aut quidvis generis ejusdem ? 
Neque enim sunt isti audiendi, qui virtutem du- 
ram et quasi ferream esse volunt : qus quidem 
est, cum multis in rebus, tum in amicitiA, tenera 

15 atque tractabilis ; ut et bonis amici quasi diffun- 
dantur, et incommodis contrahantur. duamob- 
rem angor iste, qui pro amico saspe capiendus 
est, non tantum valet, ut tollat e vit& amicitiam ; 
non plus, quam ut virtutes, quia nonnullas curas 

SO et molestias afierunt, repudientur. 

'^ XIV. Cum autem contrahat amicitiam (ut 
supra dixi), si qua significatio virtutis eluceat, 
ad quam se similis animus applicet, et adjungat ; 
id cum contingit, amor exoriatur, necesse est 
25 Quid enim tam absurdum, quam delectari mul- 
tis inanibus rebus, ut honore, ut gloria, ut eedifi^ 
ciO| ut vestitUy cultuque corporis ; animo autem 
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virtute praedito, eo, qui vel amare, vel (ut ita 
dicain) redaroare possity non admodum delecta- 
ri ? Nihil est enim remuneratione benevolentisy 
nihil vicissitudine studiorum officiorumque, ju- 
cundius. 5 

duod si etiam illud addimus, quod recte addi 
potest, nihil esse, quod ad se rem ullam tam alli- 
ciat et tam attrahat, quam ad amicitiam similitu- 
do ; cmicedetur profecto, verum esse, ut bonos 
boni diliganty adsciscantque sibi, quasi propin- lo 
quitate conjnnctos atque naturi. Nihil est enim 
appetentius similium sui, nihil rapacius, quam 
natura. duamobrem hoc quidem, Fanni et 
Scaevola, constat, (ut opinor) bonis inter bonos 
quasi necessariam benevolentia|m esse ; qui est 15 
amicitis fons a naturi constitutus. Sed eadem 
bonitas etiam ad multitudinem pertinet Non 
est enim inhumana virtus, neque immanis, neque 
superba; que etiiuB populos universos tueri, 
eisque optime consulere, soleat : quod n<m face- 20 
ret profecto, si a caritate vulgi abhorreret 

Atque etiam mihi quidem videntur, qui utilita- 
tis causi fingunt amicitias, amabilissimum nodum 
amiciti» tollere. Non enim tam utilitas parta 
per amicum, quam amici amor ipse, delectat : 25 
tumque illud fit, quod ab amico est profectum, 
jucundum, si cum studio est profectum : tan- 
tumc^e abest, ut amicitisB propter indigentiam 
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colaatur, ut ii, qui, opibus et copiis, maximeque 
virtute prsditi (in qua plurimum est prsesidii), 
minime alterius indigeant, liberalissimi sint, et 
beneficentissimi. Atque haud scio, an ne c^us 
5 sit quidem, nihil unquam onmino deesse amicis. 
Ubi enim studia nostra viguissent, si nunquam 
consilio, nunquam opera nostra, nec domi nec 
militiae, Scipio eguisset ? Non igitur utilitatem 
amicitia, sed utilitas amicitiam, consecuta est. 

10 XV. Non ergo erunt homines deliciis difflu- 
entes audiendi, si quando de amicitia, quam nec 
usu nec ratione habent cognitam, disputabunt. 
Nam quis est, (pro Deum fidem, atque hominum !) 
qui velit, ut neque diligat quemquam, nec ipsc 

15 ab ullo diligatur, circumfluere omnibus copiis, 
atque in omnium rerum abundantii Tivere? 
HsBC enim est tyrannorum vita ; in qua nimirum 
nulla fides, nulla caritas, nulla stabilis benevo- 
lentisB potest esse fiducia : omnia semper suspec- 

20 ta, atque sollicita : nullus locus amicitiae. 

Quis enim aut eum diligat quem metuit, aut 
eum a quo se metui putat ? Coluntur tamen simu- 
latione duntaxat ad tempus. duod si forte (ut 
fit plerumque) ceciderint, tum intelligitur, quam 

25 fuerint inopes amicorum : quod Tarquinium dix- 
isse ferunt, tum exsulantem se intellexisse, quos 
fidos amicos habuisset, quos infidos, cum jam 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



LiELIUS, SIVE D£ AMICITLk. 88 

neutris gratiam referre posset. Quanquam mi 
ror, ill4 superbii et importunitate, si quemquam 
habere potuit Atque ut hujus, quem dixi, mo- 
res veros amicos parare non potu^re, sic mul- 
torum opes prepotentium excludunt amicitias 5 
fideles. Non enim solum ipsa fortuna csca est, 
sed eos etiam plerumque efficit csecos, quos com- 
plexa est. Itaque efferuntur illi fere fastidio et 
contumacii : neque quidquam insipiente fortunato 
intolerabilius fieri potest. 10 

Atque hoc quidem videre licet, eos, qui antea 
commodis fuerunt moribus, imperio, potestate, 
prosperis rebus, immutari ; spernique ab iis ve- 
teres amicitias, indulgeri novis. Quid autem 
stultius, quam, cum plurimum copiis, facultati- 15 
bus, opibus possint, cstera parare, qus parantur 
pecunii, equos, famulos, vestem egregiam, vasa 
pretiosa; amicos non parare, optimam et pul- 
cherrimam vits, ut ita dicam, supellectilem ? 
Etenim, cstera cum parant, cui parent, nesciunt, 20 
nec cujus causi laborent : ejus enim est istorum 
quodque, qui vincit viribus : amicitiarum sua 
cuique permanet stabilis et certa possessio : ut, 
etiain si illa maneant, qus sunt quasi dona for- 
tuns, tamen vita inculta, et deserta ab amicis, 25 
non possit esse jucunda. Sed haec hactenus. 

XVL Constituendi autem sunt, qui sint in 
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amioitiA fines, et qaasi termiiii, diligendi: de 
quibns tres video sententias ferri ; quarum nullun 
probo : unam, ut eodem modo erga amicum af- 
fecti simus, quo erga nosmet ipsos ; alteram, ut 
5 nostra in amicos benevolentia illorum erga nos 
benevolentisB pariter SBqualiterque respondeat ; 
tertiam, ut, quanti quisque se ipse facit, tanti fiat 
ab amicis. 
Harum trium sententiarum nulli prorsus assen- 

10 tior. Nec enim illa prima vera est, ut, quemad- 
modum in se quisque, sic in amicum sit animatus. 
Q,uam multa enim, quae nostra causa nunquam 
faceremus, facimus causa amicorum 1 precari ab 
indigno, supplicare; tum acerbius in aliquem 

l^ invehi, insectarique vehementius : qus in nostris 
rebus non satis honeste, in amicorum fiunt hones- 
tissime. Multse quoque res sunt, in quibus de 
suis commodis viri boni multa detrahunt, detra- 
hique patiuntur, ut iis amici potius, quam ipsi, 

20 fruantur. 

Altera sententia est, qu» definit amicitiam 
paribus officiis ac voluntatibus. Hoc quidem 
est nimis exigue et exiliter ad calculos vocare 
amicitiam, ut par sit ratio acceptorum et dato- 

25 rum. Ditior mihi et affluentior videtur esse 
vera amicitia; nec observare restricte, ne plus 
reddat, quam acceperit. Neque enim verendum 
est, ne quid excidat, aut ne quid in terram de- 
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flaaty aut ne {dus aequo quid in amicitiam con- 
geratur. 

Tertius vero ille finis deterrimus, ut,' quanti 
cpiisque se ipse faciat, tanti fiat ab amicis. Sspe 
-enim in quibusdam aut animus abjectior est, aut 5 
spes amplificandsB fortuns fractior. Non est igi- 
tur amici, talem esse in eum, qudis ille in se 
est ; sed potius eniti, et efficere, ut amici jacen- 
tem animum excitet, inducatque spem cogitatio- 
nemque meliorem. 10 

Alius igitur finis verse amicitiae constituendus 
€st, si prius, quid maxime reprehendere Scipio 
flolitus sit, edixero. Negabat ullam vocem inimi- 
ciorem amicitisB potuisse reperiri, quam ejus, qui 
dixisset, ita amare oportere, ut si aliquando esset 15 
osurus : nec vero se adduci posse, ut hoc (quem- 
admodum putaretur) a Biante esse dictum cre- 
deret, qui sapiens habitus esset unus e septem ; 
sed impuri cujusdam, aut ambitiosi, aut omnia 
ad suam potentiam revocantis, esse sententiam. 20 
Quonam enim modo quisquam amicus esse pote- 
ritj qui se putabit inimicum esse posse ? Quine- 
tiam necesse erit cupere et optare, ut quam 
ssBpissime peccet amicus, quo plures det sibi 
tanquam ansas ad reprehendendum : rursum au- 35 
tcm recte factis commodisque amicorum necesse 
erit angi, dolere, invidere. 

Quare hoc quidem praeceptum (cujuscumque 
8 

DigitizedbyGOOgle 



86 LiELIUS, SIVE DE ABaCITIA. 

cst) ad toUendam amicitiam vdet. Ulad potias 
prscipiendum fuit, ut eam diligentiam adhibere- 
mus in amicitiis comparandis, ut nelquando 
amare inciperemus eum, quem aiiquando odisse 
5 possemus. duinetiam, si minus felices in deli- 
gendo fuissemus, ferendum id Scipio potius, 
quam inimicitiarum tempus cogitandum, pa- 
tabat. 

XVII. His igitur finibus utendum arbitror, ut, 

10 cum emendati mores amicorum sint, tum sit 
inter eos omnium rerum, consiliorum, volunta- 
tum, sine u]la exceptione, communitas; ut, etiam 
si qui fortuna acciderit, ut minus juste amico- 
rum voluntates adjuvande sint, in quibus eorum 

15 aut caput agatur aut faraa, dedinandum sit de 
vi&, modo iie summa turpitudo sequatur. Est 
enim, quitenus araicitis dari venia possit. Nec 
vero negligenda est faraa: nec mediocre telum 
ad res gerendas existimare oportet benevolentiam 

20 civium ; quam blanditiis et assentando colligere 
turpe est. Virtus, quam sequitur caritas, minime 
repudianda est. 

Sed saepe (etenim redeo ad Scipionem, cujus 
omnis sermo erat de amicitii) querebatur, quod 

25 omnibus in rebus homines diligentiores essent ; 
ut capras et oves quot quisque haberet, dicere 
posset ; amicos quot haberet, non posset dicere : 
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et in illis quidem parandis adhibere caram, in 
amicis eligendis negligentes esse : nec habere 
quasi signa qusdam et notas, quibus eos, qui ad 
amicitiam essent idonei, judicarent. Sunt igitur 
firmi, et stabiles, et constantes eligendi; cujus 5 
generis est magna penuria : et judicare difficile 
est sane, nisi expertum : experiendum autem est 
in ipsd amicitifil. Itapraacurrit amicitia judicium, 
toUitque experiendi potestatem. 

Est igitur prudentis, sustinere, ut cnrrum, sic 10 
impetum benevolentisB ; quo utamur, quasi equis 
tentatis,, sic amicitiis, aliqui parte periclitatis 
moribus amicorum. duidam sspe in parvd pe- 
cunid perspiciuntur, quam sint leves: quidam, 
quos parva movere non potuit, cognoscuntur in 15 
magni. Sin vero erunt aliqui reperti, qui pecu- 
niam prceferre amicitise, sordidum existiment; 
ubi eos inveniemus, qui honores, magistratus, 
imperia, potestates, opes, amicitis non antepo- 
nant ; ut, cum ex altera parte proposita hsec sint, 20 
ex altera jus amicitiae, non multo iUji malint? 
Imbecilla enim natura est ad contemnendam po- 
tentiam : quam etiam si neglecta amicitii conse- 
cuti sunt, obscuratum iri se arbitrantur, quia non 
fiine magni caus& sit neglecta amicitia. 25 

Itaque verse amicitias difficillime reperiuntur in 
iis qui in honoribus reque publici versantur. 
Ubi enim istum invenias, qui honorem amici an« 
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teponat suo? duid? hsec ut oinittain, quam 
graves, quam difficiles, plerisque videntur ca- 
lamitatum societates ! ad quas, non est facile 
inventu, qui descendat. duanquam Ennius 
5 recte : 

" Amicus certus in re incert4 cemitor :** 
tamen hsc duo levitatis et infirmitatis plerosque 
convincunt; aut si in bonis r^bus contemnunt, 
aut in malis deserunt. 

10 XVIII. Clui igitur utrique in re gravem, con- 
stantem, stabilem se in amicitisl prsstiterit, hunc 
ex maxime raro hominum genere judicare debe- 
mud, et paene divino. 

Firmamentum autem stabilitatis constantisBque 

15 ejus, quam in amicitii quserimus, fides est. Nihil 
enim stabile est, quod infidum est. Simplicem 
prseterea, et communem, et consentientem, qui 
rebus iisdem moveatur, eligi par est : quse omnia 
pertinent ad iidelitatem : neque enim iidum potest 

20 esse multtplex ingenium, et tortuosum : neque 
vero, qui non iisdem rebus movetur, et natur& 
consentit, aut fidus aut stabilis potest esse. 

Addendum eodem est, ut ne criminibus aut 
inferendis delectetur, aut credat oblatis: qu» 

^ omniapertinent ad eam, quam jamdudum tracto, 
constantiam. Ita fit verum illud, quod initio 
dvd, amicitiam, nisi inter bonos, esse non posse. 
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•Est enim boni Tiri (quem eundem sapientem 
iicet dicere) hsc duo tenere in amicitii : pri- 
mum, nequid fictum sit, neve simulatum (aperte 
enim vel odisse, magis ingenui est, quam fronte 
occultare sententiam) ; deinde, non solum ab ali- 5 
xjuo allatas criminationes repellere, sed ne ipsum 
quidem esse suspiciosum, semper aliquid existi- 
mantem ab amico esse violatum. : 

Accedat huc suavitas qusdam, oportet, ser- 
monum atque morum, haudquaquam mediocre lo 
condimentum amicitis. Tristitia autem, et in 
omni re severitas, habet illa quidem gravitatem : 
«ed amicitia remissior esse debet, et liberior, et 
dulcior, et ad omnem comitatem facilitatemque 
procliyior. ^ .15 

XIX. Exsistit autem hoc loco qusdam qusstio 
subdifficilis : num quando amici novi, digni ami- 
citi4, veteribus sint anteponendi, ut equis vetulis 
teneros anteponere solemus? Indigna homine 
dubitatio : non emm amicitiarum esse debent, 20 
sicut diarum rerum, satietates. Veterrima quae- 
que (ut ea vina, que vetustatem ferunt) esse 
debent suavissima: verumque illud est, ^od 
dicitur, multos modios salis simul edendos esse, 
ut amicitis munus expletum sit. Novitates au- 25 
tem, si spem afferunt, ut, tanquam in herbis non 
fallacibuSy fiructus appareat, non sunt illsquidem 
8» 
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repudiandffi : retustas tamen suo loco conser- 
▼anda est. Maxima est enim vis vetustatis, et 
consuetudinis : ut, in ipso equo, cujus modo 
mentionem feci, si nulla res impediat, nemo est, 
5 qui non eo, quo consuevit, libentius utatur, quam 
intractato et novo : nec modo in hoc, quod est 
animal, sed in iis etiam quse sunt inanimata, con- 
suetudo valet; cum locis etiam ipsis montuosis 
delectemur et silvestribus, in quibus diutius com- 

10 morati sumus. 

Sed maximum est in amicitia, superiorem pa* 
rem esse inferiori : saepe enim excellentiae qusdam 
sunt ; qualis erat Scipionis in nostro (ut ita di- 
oam) grege. Nunquam se ille Philo, nunquam 

15 Rupilio, nunquam Mummio anteposuit, nunquam 
inferioris ordinis amicis. d. vero Maximum, 
fratrem, egregium virum, omnino sibi nequaquam 
parem, quod is anteibat state, tanquam superi* 
orem, colebat ; suosque omnes per se esse am- 

20 pliores volebat. Quod faciendum imitandumque 
est omnibus; ut, si quam prsstantiam virtutis, 
ingenii, fortunae consecuti sunt, impertiant eam 
suis, communicentque cum proximis : ut, si pa- 
rei^tibus nati sint humilibus, si propinquos ha- 

25 beant imbecilliores vel animo vel fortuna, eorum 
augeant opes, eisque honori sint, et dignitati : ut, 
in fabulis, qui aliquamdiu, propter ignorationem 
gtirpas et generis, in famulatu fuerint, cimi cogniti 
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«unt, et aut Deorum aut regum filii inventiy 
retinent tamen caritatem in pastores, quos patres 
multos annos esse duxerunt. duod quidem est 
multo profecto magis in veris patribus, certisque, 
faciendum. Fructus enim ingenii et virtutis, 5 
omnisque praestantiae, tum maximus capitur, cum 
in proximum quemque confertur. 

XX. Ut igitur ii, qui sunt in amicitisB con- 
junctionisque necessitudine superiores, exaequare 
se cum inferioribus debent; sic inferiores non 10 
dolere, se a suis aut ingenio aut fortuna aut 
dignitate superari : quorum plerique aut que- 
runtur semper aliquid, aut «tiam exprobrant ; 
eoque magis, si habere se putant, quod offi- 
ciose et amice, et cum labore aliquo suo, factum 15 
queant dicere. Odiosum sane genus homiuum, 
ofSlcia exprobrantium ; qus memihisse debet is 
in quem coUata sunt, non commemorare, qui 
<H)ntulit. 

Cluamobrem ut ii, qui superiores sunt, submit- 20 
tere se debent in amicitia, sic quodam modo 
inferiores extollere. Sunt enim quidam, qui 
molestas amicitias faciunt, cum ipsi se contemni 
putant ; quod non fere contingit, nisi iis qui 
«tiam contemnendos se arbitrantur ; qui hac 25 
opinione, non modo verbis, sed etiam opere, 
tevandi sunt. 



litizedbyGoOgle 



92 LiELIUS, SIVE DE ABaCTnA. 

Tantum autem cuique tribuendum, primum, 
quantum ipse efficere possis ; deinde etiam, quan- 
tum ille, quem diligas atque adjuves, sustinere. 
Non enim tu possis, quantumvis excellas, omnes 
6 tuos ad honores amplissimosperducere; ut Scipio 
P. Rutilium potuit consulem efficere, fratrem ejus 
Lucium non potuit. Quod si etiam possis quid- 
vis deferre ad dterum, videndum est tamen, quid 
ille possit sustinere. 

10 Omnino amicitis, corroboratis jam confirmft- 
tisque et ingeniis et aetatibus, judicands sunt: 
nec, si qui, ineunte state, venandi aut pils stu- 
diosi fuerint, eos habere necessarios oportet, quos 
tum eodem studio prsditos dilexerunt : isto enim 

15 modo nutrices et paedagogi, jure vetustatis, plu- 
rimum benevolentiae postulabunt : qui negligendi 
quidem non sunt, sed alio quodam modo colendi. 
Aliter aroicitis stabiles permanere non possunt. 
Dispares enim mores, disparia studia, sequuntur, 

20 quorum dissimilitudo dissociat amicitias : nec, ob 
aliam causam ullam, boni iroprobb, improbi 
bonis, amici esse non possunt, nisi quod tanta 
est inter eos, quanta maxima potest esse, morum 
studiorumque distantia. 

25 Recte etiam prsecipi potest in amicitiis, ne 
interoperata qusdam benevolentia (quod perssepe 
fit) iropediat magnas utilitates amicorum. Nec 
enim (ut ad fabulas redeam) Trojam Neoptole- 
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mus capere potuisset, si Lycomedem, apud quem 
erat educatus, multis cum lacrymis iter suum 
impedientem, audire voluisset. Et sspe inciduot 
magnsB res, ut discedendum sit ab amicis ; quas 
qui impedire vult, quod desiderium non facile 5 
ferat, is et infirmus est, mollisque natursl, et, ob 
0am ipsam causam, in amicitia parum justus. 
Atque in omni re considerandum est, et quid 
postules ab amico, et quid patiare a te impetrari. 

XXI. Est etiam quasi quaedam calamitas in 10 
amicitiis dimittendis nonnunquam necessaria: 
jam enim a sapientium familiaritatibus ad vulga- 
res amicitias oratio nostra delabitur. Erumpunt 
sepe vitia amicorum, cum in ipsos amicos, tum 
in alienos; quorum tamen ad amicos redundet 15 
infamia. Tales igitur amicitisB sunt remissione 
usus eluends, et (ut Catonem dicere audivi) 
dissuendsB magis, quam discindendae : nisi quse- 
dam admodum intolerabilis injuria exarserit, ut 
neque rectum neque honestum sit, neque iieri 20 
possit, ut non statim alienatio disjunctioque faci- 
enda sit. 

Sin autem morum aut studiorum coramutatio 
qusdam (ut fieri solet) facta erit, a,\it in reipub- 
licae partibus dissensio intercesserit (loquor enim 25 
jam, ut paulo ante dixi, non de sapientium, sed 
de communibus, amicitiis), cavendum erit, ne 
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non solum amicitise depositae, sed inimicitis etiam 
susceptse^ videantur. Nihil enim est turpius, 
quam cum eo bellum gerere, quicum familiariter 
vixeris. Ab amicitii d. Pompeii, meo nomine^ 
5 se removerat (ut scitis) Scipio : propter dissen- 
sionem autem, qus erat in republidl, alienatus 
est a coUegi nostro M etello. Utrumque egit gra- 
viter, auctoritate, et offensione animi non acerbi. 
Quamobrem, primum danda opera est^ nequa 

10 amicorum dissidia iiant : sin tale aliquid evenerit» 
ut exstincts potius amiciti», quam oppressse, esse 
videantur. Gavendum vero est, ne etiam in 
graves inimicitias convertant se amicitise : e qui» 
bus jurgia, maledicta, contumelis, gignantur: 

15 qu8B tamen, si tolerabiles erunt, ferendse sunt : et 
hic honos veteri amicitise tribuendus est, ut is in 
culpi sit qui faciat, non qui patiatur, injuriam. 
Omnino omnium horum vitiorum atque incom- 
modorum una cautio est, atque una provisio, ut 

20 ne nimis cito diligere incipiamus, neve non 
dignos. 

Digni autem sunt amicitia, quibus in ipsis inest 
causa, cur diligantur. Rarum genus (et quidem 
omnia praeclara rara) ; nec quidquam difficilius, 

85 quam reperire, quod sit onmi ex parte in suo 
genere perfectum. Sed plerique neque in rebus 
humanis quidquam bonum norunt, nisi quod fruc- 
tuosum sit; et amicos, tanquam pecudes, eos 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



LiELIUS, SIVE DE AMICmA. 05 

potissiiDum diligunt, ex quibus sperant se maxi- 
mum fructum esse capturos. Ita pulcherrimi 
illd et maxime naturali carent amicitisl, per se et 
propter se expetend4 : nec ipsi sibi exemplo sunt, 
hsc vis amicitis qualis et quanta sit Ipse enim 5 
se quisque diligit^ non ut aliquam a se ipse mer- 
cedem exigat caritatis suae, sed quod per se sibi 
quisque carus est : quod nisi idem in amicitiam 
transferatur, verus amicus nunquam reperieturj 
est enim is quidem tanquam alter idem. 10 

Cluod si hoc apparet in bestiis, volucribus, nan- 
tibus, agrestibus, cicuribus, feris, primum ut se 
ipss diligant (id enim pariter cum omni animante 
nascitur), deinde, ut requirant atque appetant, ad 
quas se applicent, ejusdem generis animantes; 15 
idque faciunt cum desiderio, et cum quidam 
similitudine amorb humani ; quanto id magis in 
homine iit naturi, qui et se ipse diligit, et alterum 
anquirit, cujus animum ita cum suo misceat, ut 
efficiat paene unum ex duobus? 20 

XXII. Sed plerique perverse (ne dicam, im- 
pudenter) amicum habere talem volunt, quales 
ipsi esse non possunt : quseque ipsi non tribuunt 
amicis, hsc ab iis desiderant. Par est autem, 
primum ipsum esse virum bonum, tum alterum 25 
similem sui quserere. In talibus ea, quam jam- 
dudum tractamus, stabilitas amicitis confirmari 
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potest: cum homines benevolentid conjunefi, 
primum cupiditatibus iis, quibus caBteri senriant, 
imperabunt, deinde squitate justitiique gaude- 
bunt ; omniaque alter pro altero suscipiet ; neqoe 
5 quidquam unquam, nisi honestum et rectum, alter 
ttb altero postulabit : neque solum se colent inter 
se, ac diligent, sed etiam verebuntur : nam maxi- 
mum ornamentum amicitisB toUit, qui ex ek toUit 
verecundiam. 

10 Itaque in iis perniciosus est error, qui existi* 
mant, libidinum peccatorumque omnium patere 
in amiciti^ licentiam. Virtutum amicitia adju- 
trix a natura data est, non vitiorum comes ; ut, 
quoniam solitaria non posset virtus ad ea, que 

15 summa sunt, pervenire, conjuncta et consociilta 
cum alteri perveniret : quae si quos inter societas 
aut est, aut fuit, aut futura est, eorum est haben- 
dus ad summum naturae bonum optimus beatissi- 
musque comitatus. 

20 HaBc est, inquam, societas, in qusl omnia in- 
sunt, quae putant homines expetenda, honestas, 
gloria, tranquillitas animi, atque jucunditas : ut, 
cum hsec adsint, beata vita sit, et sine his esse 
non possit. Cluod cum optimum maximumque 

25 sit, si id volumus adipisci, virtuti opera danda 
est ; sine qu«l neque amicitiara neque ullam rem 
expetendam consequi possumus : ek vero neg- 
lecti, qui se amicos habere arbitrantur, tum se 
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deDiqne err&sse sentiont, cum eos gravis aliquis 
casus experiri cogit. 

duocirca (dioendum est enim ssBpius) cum 
judicaveris, diligere oportet ; non, cum dilexerisj^ 
judicare. Sed, cum multis in rebus negligentid 5 
plectimur, tum maxime in amicis et deligendis et 
colendis. Praeposteris enim utimur consiliis ; et 
acta agimus, quod vetamur Teteri proTorbio. 
Nam implicati ultro et citro, vel usu diuturno, 
▼el etiam officiis, repente, in medio cursu, ami- 16 
citias^ exorti aliqu& offensione, dirumpimus. 

XXIII. duo etiam magis vituperanda est rei 
maxime necessaris tanta incuria. Una est enim 
amicitia in rebus humanis, de cujus utilitate om- 
nes uno ore consentiunt : quanquam a multis 15 
ipsa virtus contemnitur, et venditatio quaedam 
atque ostentatio esse dicitur. Multi divitias 
despiciunt, quos, parvo contentos, tenuis vic- 
tus cultusque delectat: honores vero, quorum 
cupiditate quidam inflammantur, quam multi ita 20 
contemnunty ut nihil inanius, nihil levius, esse 
existiment ! itemque cstera, quae quibusdam ad^ 
mirabilia videntur, permulti sunt, qui pro nihilo 
putent De amicitii omnes ad unum idem sen- 
tiunty et ii qui ad rempublicam se contulerunt, et 25 
ii qui rerum cognitione doctrinslque delectantur, 
et ii qui suum negotium gerunt otiosi : postremOj, 
9 
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ii, qui se totos tradiderunt voluptatibus, sine 
amicitii. vitam esse nullam sentiunt, si modo 
velint a]iqu& ex parte liberaliter vivere. Serpit 
enim, nescio quomodo, per onmium vitas ami* 
5 citia ; nec ullam statis degendsB rationem patitur 
esse expertem sui. 

Cluihetiam, si quis ek asperitate est, et immani- 
tate natursB, congressus ut hominum fugiat atque 
oderit (qudem fuisse Athenis Timonem nescio 

10 quem accepimus) ; tamen is pati non possit, ut 
non anquirat aliquem, apud quem evomat virus 
acerbitatis suae. Atque hoc maxime judicaretur, 
si quid tale posset contingere, ut aliquis nos Deus 
ex hac hominum frequenti4 tolleret, et in solitu- 

15 dine uspiam collocaret, atque ibi suppeditans 
omnium rerum, quas natura desiderat, abun- 
dantiam et copiam, hominis omnino adspiciendi 
potestatem eriperet. Quis tam esset ferreus, qui 
eam vitam ferre posset, cuique non auferret fruc- 

20 tum voluptatum omnium solitudo ? 

Verum ergo illud est, quod, a Tarentino Ar- 
chyta (ut opinor) dici solitum, nostros senes 
commemorare audivi, ab aliis senibus auditum : 
"Si quis in coelum adscendisset, naturamque 

25 mundi et pulchritudinem siderum perspexisset, 
insuavem illam admirationem ei fore, quse ju- 
cundissima fuisset, [si] aliquem cui narraret, 
habuisset." Sic natura solitarium nihil amal; 
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V 

semperque ad aliquod tanquam adminiculum 
annititur; quod in amicissimo quoque dulcissi- 
mum est 

XXIV. Sed, cum tot signis eadem natura 
declaret, quid velit, anquirat, ac desideret ; ob- 5 
surdescimus tamen, nescio quomodo; nec ea, 
qu8B ab ek monemur, audimus. Est enim varius 
et multiplex usus amicitis; multsque causse 
suspicionum, ofTensionumque dantur; quas tum 
evitare, tum elevare, tum ferre, sapientis est. 10 

Una illa sublevanda offensioest, ut et utilitas 
in amicitii et iides retineatur : nam et monendi 
amici sspe sunt, et objurgandi ; et hmc accipi- 
enda amice, cum benevole fiunt. Sed, nescio 
quomodo, verum est, quod in ^' Andrisl " fami- 15 
liaris meus dicit : 

" Obsequium amicos, veritas odium, parit." 

Molesta veritas, «i quidem ex ek nascitur odium 
(quod est venenum amicitiae) : sed obsequium 
multo molestius, quod, peccatis indulgens, pree- 20 
cipitem amicum ferri sinit. Maxima autem culpa 
in eo est, qui et veritatem adspernatur, et in 
fraudem obsequio impellitur. Omni igitur hac 
in re habenda ratio et diligentia est ; primum, ut 
monitio acerbitate, deinde objurgatio cohtumelii, 25 
eareat : in obsequio autem (quoniam Terentiano 
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rerbo lubenter utimur) comitas adsit : asBentatio, 
vitiorum adjutrix, procul amoveatur; qus non 
modo amico, sed ne libero quidem, digna est. 
Aliter enim cum tyranno, aliter cum amico, 
5 vivitur. 

Cujus autem aures veritati claussB sunt, ut ab 
amico verum audire nequeat, hujus salus despe- 
randa est. Scitum est enim illud Catonis, ut 
multa, " Meiius de quibusdam acerbos inimicos 
10 mereri, quam eos amicos qui dulces videantur : 
illos verum ssBpe dicere, hos nunquam." Atque 
Ulud absurdum est, quod ii, qui monentur, eam 
roolestiam, quam debent capere, non capiunt; 
eam capiunt, qu4 debent vacare. Peccasse enim 
. 15 se non anguntur ; objurgari moleste ferunt : 
quod contra oportebat, delicto dolere, correcti- 
one gaudere. 

XXV. Ut igitur et monere et moneri pro- 
prium est verae amicitiae ; et alterum libere facere, 

20 non aspere ; alterum patienter accipere, non 
-epugnanter ; sic habendum est, nullam in ami- 
citiis pestem esse majorem, quam adulationem, 
blanditiam, assentationem : quamvis enim multis 
nominibus est hoc vitium notandum, levium 

25 hominum atque fallacium, ad voluntatem loquen- 
tium omnia, nihil ad veritatem. Cum autem 
omnium rerum simulatio est vitiosa, (tdlit enim 
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judicium veri, idque adulterat) tum amicitisB re- 
pugnat maxime. Delet ei^im veritatem, sine qu& 
nomen amicitise valere non potest. Nam, cum 
amicitis vis sit in eo, ut unus quasi animus iiat 
ex pluribus ; qui id fieri poterit, si ne in uno 5 
quidem quoque unus animus erit, idemque semper, 
sed varius, commutabilis, multiplex ? duid enim 
potest esse tam flexibile, tam devium, quam 
animus ejus, qui, ad cdterius non modo sensum 
ac voluntatem, sed etiam vultum atque nutum, 10 
convertitur ? 

"Negat quis? nego. Ait? aio. Postremo, imperavi 
egomet mihi, 
Omnia assentari/* 

ut ait idem Terentius: sed iile sub Gnathonis 
persona; quod amici genus adhibere, omnino 15 
levitatis est. Multi autem Gnathonum similes, 
cum sint loco, fortuna, famsL superiores : horum 
est assentatio molesta, cum ad vanitatem accessit 
auctoritas. 

Secerni autem blandus amicus a vero, et inter- 20 
nosci, tam potest, adhibitd diligentii, quam 
omnia fucata et simulata a sinceris atque veris. 
Concio, qus ex imperitissimis constat, tamen 
judicare solet, quid intersit intcr popularem, id 
est, assentatorem et levem civem, et inter con- 25 
stantem, severum, et gravem. duibus blanditiis 
C. Papirius nuper influebat in aures concionis^ 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



lOa LiELlUS, SIVE DE AMICITU. 

cum ferret legem de tribunis plebis reficiendis ! 
Dissuasimus nos. Sed nihil de me : de Scipione 
dicam libentius. duanta illa (Dii immortales !) 
fuit grayitas! quanta in oratione majestas! ut 
5 facile ducem populi Romani, non comitem, di- 
ceres. (Sed affuistis : et est in manibus oratio.) 
Itaque lex popularis sufTragiis populi repudiata 
est. Atque, ut ad me redeam, meministis, Cl. 
Maximo, fratre Scipionis, et L. Mancino consuli- 

10 bus, quam popularis lex de sacerdotiis C. Licinii 
Cra^si videbatur : cooptatio enim collegiorum ad 
popuii bencficium transferebatur. Atque is pri- 
mum instituit, in forum versus,^agere cum populo: 
tamen illius vendibilem orationem religio Deorum 

15 immortalium, nobis defendentibus, facile vince- 
bat. Atque id actum est, praetore me, quin- 
quennio ante quam consul sum factus. Itaque re 
magis, quam auctoritate, causa illa defensa est. 

XXVI. duod si in scena [id est, in concione], 
20 in qui rebus fictis et adumbratis loci plurimum 
est, tamen verum valet (si modo id patefactum et 
illustratum est), quid in amiciti^ fieri oportet, 
quae tota veritate perpenditur? in qui nisi (ut 
dicitur) apertum pectus videas, tuymque osten- 
25 das, nihil fidum, nihil exploratum habeas : ne 
amare quidem, aut amari ; cum, id quam vere fiat, 
ignores. Cluanquam ista assentatio, quamvis 

Digitized by LjOOQ lC 



UELIUS, SIVE DE AMICITIA. 103 

perniciosa sit, nocere tamen nemini potest, nisi 
ei qui eam recipit, atque ea delectatur. Ita fit, 
ut is assentatoribus patefaciat aures suas max- 
ime, qui ipse sibi assentetur, et se maxime ipse 
delectet. 5 

Omnino est amans sui virtus : optime entm se 
ipsa novit ; quamque amabilis sit, intelligit. Ego 
autem non de virtute nunc loquor, sed de virtutis 
opinione : virtute enim ipsa non tam multi prsB- 
diti esse, quam videri, volunt. Hos delectat 10 
assentatio: his fictus ad ipsorum voluntatem 
sermo cum adhibetur, orationem illam vanam 
testimonium esse laudum suarum putant Nulla 
est igitur hsBC amicitia, cum alter verum audire 
non vult, alter ad mentiendum paratus est. Nec 15 
parasitorum in comcediis assentatio nobis faceta 
videretur, nisi essent Milites Gloriosi. 

'< Magnas vero agere gratias ThaTs mihi V^ 

Satis erat respondere, " Magnas : " ** Ingentes," 
inquit. Semper auget assentator id, quod is, 20 
cujus ad voluntatem dicitur, vult esse magnum. 
duamobrem, quamvis blanda ista vanitas apud 
eos valeat, qui ipsi illam allectant et invitant; 
tamen etiam graviores constantioresque admo- 
nendi sunt, ut animum advertant, nh callidi 25 
assentatione capiantur. Aperte enim adulantem 
ttemo noB videt^ nifli qoi admodum est exeor«. 
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Callidus ille et occultus ne se insinuet, studiose 
cavendum est : nec enim facillime agnoscitur, 
quippe qui etiam adversando ssBpe assentetur ; et, 
litigare se simulans, blandiatur, atque ad extre- 
5 mum det manus, vincique se patiatur ; ut is, qui 
illusus sit, plus vidisse videatur. Quid autem 
turpius, quam illudi ? Quod ne accidat, magis 
cavendum est, ut in " Epiclero : " 

** Hodie me, ante omnes comicos stultos senes, 
10 VersAris atque luseris lautissime." 

HsBC enim etiam in fabulis stultissima persona 
est improvidorum et credulorum senum. Sed, 
nescio quo pacto, ab amicitiis perfectorum horai- 
num, id est^ sapientium, (de hac dico sapientia 
15 qus videtur in hominem cadere posse) ad leves 
amicitias deflexit oratio. Quamobrem, ad illa 
prima redeamus, eaque ipsa concludamus ali- 
quando. 

XXVII. Virtus, virtus, inquam, C. Fanni, 
20 et tu, Q. Muci, et conciliat amicitias, et con- 
servat. In ea est enim convenientia rerum, in 
ei stabilitas, in ek constantia. Quse cum se 
extulit, et ostendit lumen suum, et idem adspexit 
agnovitque in alio, ad id se admovet, vicissimque 
85 accipit illud, quod in altero est : ex quo eorum 
exardescit sive amor» sive amicitia: utrumque 
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enim dictum est ab amando : amare autem nihil 
aliud est, nisi eum ipsum diligere, quem ameB, 
nulla indigentii, nuUa utilitate quaesitl,; quffi 
tamen ipsa efflorescit ex amicitia, etiam si ta 
eam minus secutus sis. S 

Hac nos adolescentes benevolentii senes illos, 
L. Paulum, M. Catonem, C. Gallnm, P. Nasi*- 
cam, Ti. Gracchum, Soipionis nostri socerum, 
dileximus. Haec etiam magis elucet inter sequa- 
les, ut inter me et Scipionem, L. Furium, P. Ru- 10 
pilium, Sp. Mummium. Vicissim autem senes 
in adolescentium caritate Ucquiescimus ; ut in 
vestra, ut in Q,. Tuberonis : equidem etiam ad- 
modum adolescentis, P. Rutilii, A. Virginii, 
familiaritate delector. Quoniamque ita ratio 15 
comparata est vitsB naturaeque nostr&e, ut alia aetas 
oriatur ; maxime quidem optandum est, ut cum 
aequalibus possis, quibuscum tanquam e carceri- 
bus emissus sis, cum iisdem ad calcem (ut 
dicitur) pervenire. Sed, quoniam res humanae SO 
firagiles caducseque sunt, semper aliqui anqui- 
rendi sunt, quos diligamus, et a quibus diligamur. 
Caritate enim benevolentiique sublati, omnis est 
e vit& sublata jucunditas. Mihi quidem Scipio^ 
quanquam est subito ereptus, vivit tamen, sem- 95 
perque vivet : virtutem enim amavi illius viri, 
quse exstincta non est. Nec mihi soli versatur 
ante oculos, qui illam semper in manibus habui ; 
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cied etiam posteris erit clara et insignis. Nemo 
unquam animo aut spe majora suscipiet, qui sibi 
non illius memoriam atque imaginem proponen- 
dam putet, 

6 Equidem, ex omnibus rebus quas mihi aut 
fortuna aut natura tribuit, nihil habeo, quod 
cum amicitii Scipionis possim comparare. In 
hac mihi de republici consensus, in hac rerum 
privatarum consilium, in eidem requies plena 

10 oblectationis fuit Nunquam illum ne minim4 
quidem re offendi, quod quidem senserim : nihil 
audivi ex eo ipse, quod nollem. Una domus 
efat, idem victus, isque communis ; neque solum 
militia, sed etiam peregrinationes rusticatio- 

15 nesque communes. Nam quid ego de studiis 
dicam cognoscendi semper aliquid, atque dis- 
cendi, in quibus, remoti ab oculis populi, omne 
otiosum tempus contrivimus? Q^uarum rerum 
recordatio et memoria si una cum illo occidis- 

SO set, desiderium conjunctissimi atque amantissimi 
viri ferre nullo modo possem. Sed nec illa 
exstincta sunt; alunturque potius et augentur 
cogitatione et memoria. Et, si illis plane orba- 
tus essem, magnum tamen afferret mihi aetas 

35 ipsa solatium : diutius enim jam in hoc desiderio 
esse non possum. Omnia autem brevia tolera- 
Hlia esse debent, etiam si magna sint. 
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Hsc habui, de amicitia quse dicerem. Vos 
autem hortor, ut ita virtutem [locetis,] sine qu& 
amicitia esse non potest, ut, e4 exceptd, nihil 
amicitia prsstabilius putetis. 
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NOTES. 



In his treadse on old age, Cicero coDsiders the 
various evUs usually attributed to that period of 
life ; that it v^ithdraws us from active pursuits ; 
that it weakeDs the organs of the body; that it 
takes away from us the pleasures of youth ; that it 
is relidered melancholy by the near approach of 
death. These objections are severally taken up 
and discussed with such ability, that we may con- 
sider this treatise one of the most valuable of the 
moral kind which the ancients have transmitted 
to us. ' 

Section I. The motive which induced Cicero to 
write the follovnng treatise, to address it to T. Pom- 
pouius Atticus, and to give it the form of a dialogue 
between Cato, Scipio, and Leelius. The advantages 
of philosophy. 

10 
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Page 7. lAnt 1. Adjiaro : in some edidons, ad' 
juero. It is of little consequence which is used : 
adjaro is a contraction for adjuvero, and levasso in 
the same line an ancieut form for levavero, Many 
instances of tbese occur in Plautus. 

7. 5. Flamininum: Titus Quintius Flamininus, 
a distinguished general, who flourished about the 
middle of the sixth century from the foundation of 
Rome. The particular distress which gave occasion 
to this poem does not appear. 

7. 6. lUe vir : Quintus Ennius, one of the earli- 
est of the Roman poets. Plenu for plenus. 

7. 7. Certo scio : an elliptical expression for pro 
certo sdo, 

7. 11. Humanitatem et prudentiam ; " a cultivated 
and philosophic mind." 

7. 16. Hoc .... senectuiis, Cicero and Atticus 
were nearly of the same age ; their intimacy com- 
menced at school. 

8. 6. Occurrebas. Sc. animjo^ or meidi. 

8. 18. Aristo Chius : a philosopher of the Stoi- 
cal sect, and contemporary with Zeno. Tithonus, 
mentioned in the same Hne, is an imaginary char- 
acter. 

8. 27. Plura^ Sc. dicere, 

Sec. IL Those who have no internal resource 
of happiness, will find themselves uneasy in every 
stage of life. Nature to be followed as the surest 
guide. 
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9. 2. CiBterarum rerum: "on other subjects." 
The same form of expre^ion occurs in the Brutus 
of Cicero : Tum iUe ccsterarum rerum, inquitf istuc et 
doleo et dolendum puto, 

9. 6. JEtnd gravius: a proverbial expression 
among the Romans, probably from the supposed 
fiict celebrated by the poets, that some of the giants 
who were buried beneath ^tna, bore it on their 
shoulders, as Atlas is supposed to bear the heavens 
on his shoulders. 

9. 18. Qui: ablative sing. of qui. Sc. modo, 
ratione, or cau^d, 

9. 27. JVbsiroque cognomine. Cato's proper name 
was Marcus Priscus, Cato being a characteristic 
addition, afOixed to it by conmion consent firom the 
old Latin term Caius, signifying " wise." 

10. 1. JVaturam .... sequimur, To follow na- 
ture, was the great principle upon which the an- 
cient philosophers based their system of morals. 
By nature, they meant the laws of its divine found- 
er as exhibited in the physical and moral world. 
The meaning of the precept, then, was, in the phil- 
osophical sense, to follow the dictates of reason, 
truth, or virtue. 

10. 5. Sed tamen sapienti : " but yet 

there must be in the life of man, as in the fruits of 
trees and produce of the earth, a certain point of 
matiuity, beyond which the works of decay must 
necessarily appear; this a wise man should bear 
with cheerful acquiescence." 
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Sec. in. The peculiar qualifications which Cice- 
ro had for writing a treatise on old age. The com- 
plaints of Caius Salinator and Spurius Albinus 
against old age, unreasonable. Happiness in old 
age not dependent on affluence. The cultivation 
of moral science and the exercise of its virtues 
necessary. 

11. 15. Est. Sc. res itou 

11. 94. JNec fuiases, Seriphos was a 

small island in the iEgean Sea, now Serpho, fa- 
mous only for a singular species of frogs, which are 
said to have been mute. The inhabitants were igno- 
rant and degraded to a proverb. They are alluded 
to in the Acharnensis of Aristophanes, and by Cice- 
ro, here and in his treatise " De Natur4 Deorum." 
Themistocles intended to reproach the low con- 
dition, not only of the man, but of the whole people, 
as if it were imreasonable to expect any man boru 
among them to be distinguished. 

Sec. IV. Character of Quintus Fabius Maximus. 

12. 23. Legis Cinci(B, So long as the Romans 
preserved their virtue uncorrupted, those who pos- 
sessed the powers of oratory, employed their tal- 
ents in defenc^e of clients without fee or reward. 
It sometimes happened, however, that little pres- 
ents were made from the pai-ties to their pations. 
These, in process of time, came to be demanded as 
a matter of right, and were so excessive as to be 
more than an equivalent for the service reeeived. 
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C^icias, ooe of the tribiines of the people, in order 
to correct this abude, proposed the law here men- 
tioned; and he was snpported in his motion by 
Fabius Maximus. 

13. 1. Cundando : ^ by wise delay." Fabius 
Maximus, in his contests against Hannibal, did not 
fight in the open field, like his predecessors, but 
«ontinuaUy harassed his enemy by countermarches 
and ambuscades, for which^ he received the sumame 
of Cunctcttor — the Delayer. 

13. 8. Tarentum recepisH. Salinator coimnanded 
in Tarentum when the troops of Hannibal gained 
possession of the town ; upon which he retired to 
tiie citadel, and gallandy defended it, until the city 
was retaken by Fabius. 

13. 21. Est in maniJma haudaiio : << his pane- 
gyric is in the hands of alL" The speech men- 
tioned here was extant in the days of Plul;arch, and 
is still read and admired as a perfect model and 
masterpiece of Roman eloquence. It was cus- 
tomary at the funerals of illustrious persons, for 
the nearest relation to speak an oration in honor 
of the deceased. This practice, as several of the 
Roman writers complain, tended very much to 
corrupt the truth of history, as these panegyrics, 
whicb frequently imputed virtues and actions to 
the object of them which never existed, were 
too often resorted to by historians as faithftil docu- 
ments and memoirs. Cic. in Brut Uv. viiL 401 
Melmoth. 

10» 
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Sec. V. Old age may be equally happy for him 
who has passed his life in retiremeDt, or for the hero 
and statesman. Plato. Isocrates. Leontinus Gor- 
gias. Ennius. 

14. 14. Panaihmaicus. This performance seems 
to have been entitled Panathenaicus, from the sub- 
ject, rather than from its being designed to be spo- 
ken at that anniversary festival, instituted in honor 
of Minerva, called Panathenaica, as it principally 
tums on celebrating the merit of those patriotic 
Athenians who were distinguished in the annals of 
that state, by having deserved well of their country. 
Cicero, in his treatise inscribed " Orator," speaks of 
this piece as a composition remarkable for the arti- 
ficial arrangement and harmony of its periods ; and 
Valerius Maximus styles it a work ardentis spvriius 
plenwnu 

15. 4 M*Acilius : Manius Acilius Glabrio. 

15.^ 5. Consvlibus : in some editions, " Consvh^ 
which seems to be most correct, as Philip only was 
a second time consul, not Csepio. 

Sec. VI. The first objection to old age consid- 
ered, viz. that it disqualifies us for active pursuits. 
Scipio Afi^icanus. 

16. 8. (^uo vohis , , , , via: " Wherefore have 
your minds, which before stood unmoved in the 
way of rectitude, now rashly departed fi-om it ? " 
Plutarch, in his life of Pyrrhus, has given us the 
substance of the celebrated speech referred to in 
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the second paragraph of the sixth section ; it begins 
thus: ^^Hitherto I have regarded my blindness as a 
misfortune ; but now, Romans, I wish I had been as 
deaf as I am blind ; for then I should not have 
heard of your shameful counsels and decrees, so 
ruinous to the glory of Rome." 

17. 11. Avi: the first Scipio Afiicanus. 

18. 1. Cedo, qui . . . cito: "tell me, how is it 
that you have sufifered a state so considerable as 
yours, to fall so suddenly to decay ? " 

18.2. J^cmi poH<B Lntdo : in theplay of Nsevius 
called the School. 

18. 4. Proveniebant addescentuli : ^^ a 

swarm of rash, unpractised young orators broke forth." 

Sec. Vn. Examples to prove that old age does 
not necessarily impair the memory. Sophocles. 

18. 13. Sepulcra legens. A superstitious notion 
prevailed among the Romans, that it weakened the 
memory to read the inscriptions upon the monu- 
ments of the dead. The spirits of malevolent and 
wicked men were said to haunt the places where 
their bodies were buried. A similar opinion seems 
to have prevailed among the Jews ; for we are 
told in BuxtorTs "Religious Customs and Cere- 
monies of the Jews," subjoined to Stehelin's Rab- 
binical Literature, v. ii. p. 359, "The party being 
dead, his mouth and eyes are immediately closed, 
and his face is covered ; and no one ventures after- 
wards to look fidly at it, because to look upou the 
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face of a dead person is deemed destructive of the 
memory." 

19. 10. (Edipum Coloneum, Sophocles had al- 
most attained his hundredth year when he com- 
posed tbis tragedy ; in which the marks of decayed 
geuius are so far from appearing, that it was deemed 
by the ancients an unrivalled masterpiece of dra- 
matic poetry. 

19. 14. Hommim .... senedua, History has 
not recorded how long either Hesiod or Homer 
lived. Socrates was cut off by a most cmel aud 
unjust sentence in his seventieth year ; and as to the 
rest of the several poets and philosophers here men- 
tioned, Plato, who died the youngest of them, lived 
to eighty-one; Democritus to above a hundred, 
and each of the others to near ninety. Mr. Addi- 
son, in one of his Spectators, recomraending the 
virtue of temperance, makes some remarks extreme- 
ly applicable to the present passage. See Spectator, 
No. 195. 

19. 25. Rusticos Bomanos, Agriculture was much 
esteemed among the Romans. Many of their most 
distinguished men lived in the country. When a 
publip council was to be held, they were summoned 
from their farms to the senate ; those who summoned 
them were called Viatores, 

20. 1. In HLis : sc. negotiis ; that is, in such things 
as are sown and reaped within the year. 

20. 6. In Synephehis: in his play called «The 
Youthful Companions," from (riiv and Itpri^og, 
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20. 8. Diis immortalibtu : stro understood : 
that 'iBy ^l plant in obedience to the immortal 
gods." 

Sec. Vni. In old age we see many happy events, 
which could not otherwise have come within our 
notice. Instances in which old men have success- 
fully applied themselves to the acquisition of the 
arts and sciences. 

21. 10. Ut SoUmem vu2emi»y ; ^The 

words of Solon are ^^rijodaxa di, del ^oi!oaaxo(i' 

21. 12. Qui Gracas lUeras senex didicL Lord 
Bacon humorously remarks, that <<Cato's leaming 
Greek in his old age, was a judgment upon him 
for his blasphemy ; " alluding to his having, in a for- 
mer part of his life, expressed great contempt for the 
Greek philosophy. 

21. 18. lUud: that is, to play upon the lyre as 
Socrates is said to have done. 

Sec. IX. The second objection considered, viz. 
that old age impairs our strength. Reasons why loss 
of strength at that period of life is not to be regret- 
ted. Milo of Croton. Imbecility in old age gene- 
rally occasioned by irregularities in youth. 

22. 2. JVon vero .... nugator: that is, **^on 
tam isti lacerti mortui sunt quam tu ipse^ stuUe,^ 

22. 6. P. Crcusus. He was Consul with Scipio 
Africanus the elder. A. U. C. DXLVIII. 
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23. 12. Omnino canorum senedute: 

"nevertheless, there is a certain sweetness of utter- 
ance which, I know not why, is not impaired by old 
age.»» 

22. 19. PrtBcipere: " to instruct" 

Sec. X. Nestor. A moderate degree of strength 
sufficient for all the purposes of life. Masinissa. 

23. 24. Dtix iUe Gr(Bd<B ; Agamemnon. See Ho- 
mei^s Uiad, B. II. 370. 

23. 25. Ul Ajojcia similea haheat decem, sed ut JVea- 
ioris. 

O, would the gods, in love to Greece, decree 
But ten such sages as they grant in thee ; 
Such wisdoiD soon should Priam^s force destroy, 
And soon sbould fall the haughty towers of Troy. 

Utad, II 440; Pop^'s Trans. 

24. 7. Trihmus militaris. The business of the 
militaiy tribunes was to decide all controversies in 
the army, to give the word to the watch, and to super- 
intend generally the works and the camp. A failure 
of memory may be here detected in Cicero ; for he 
had read in the Annals, that Cato was not a tribune 
of the soldiers, but a lieutenant-general in the battle 
at Thermopyke, durmg the Consulship of M'Acilius. 
Livy distinctly mentions this, Lib. 36. It is evident 
that no one would have accepted the office of tribune 
afler having been consul. 

24 19, Centmionis. A centunon was an officer 
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in the Roman legion, who had the command of one 
hundred men. 

24. 20. Moderaiio viiium: ^a moderate degree 
of strength." 

24. 25. Virum igitur .... dcari: "would you 
prefer that this e:^traordinary strength of body, or 
the intellectual strength of Pythagoras, should be 
given to you ? " 

25. 5. Ferocitas juvenum : ** the ardor of youth." 
25. 6. Constantis atoHs : " of manhood." 

25. 9. Hospes tuus avitus, He was the host of 
the elder Africanus, as appears in the "Scipionis 
Somnium " of Cicero. 

25. 11. In equum . . . . ex equo non descendere ; 
meaning that he would not relieve himself by al- 
ternately changing from one mode of travelling to 
the othec 

Sec. XI. The means by which the infirmities of 
age may be counteracted. Dotage incident to those 
only who have passed their early life in idleness ^nd 
folly. Appius Claudius. Cato^s employment in old 
age. 

25. 21. Vacat tetas cogimur. By the 

Roman law, no man could be compelled to engage 
in the mihtia after fifly ; nor any senator sum- 
moned to attend his duty in the senate afler sixty 
years of age. Lex a quinquagesimo anno miHtem 
non cogit ; a sexagesimo senatorem non cUat. Senec 
de brevit, vit. cap. vU. 
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26. 10. DUigentid compensanda mnL He says 
that the failings to which old age is exposed, are to 
be remedied by a careful regard for the heahh. 
The word diligerdioy in the sense of " carefiilness,'' 
Cicero has used before. It compensates for the 
strength which old age takes away ; in what manner 
he shows in the following lines. 

26. 16. A*ec vero mvUo magis: "nor does 

the body only require reiief ; the intellectual facul- 
ties need it still more." 

26. 22. Comicos stuUos senes: <<fboHsh old men, 
fit subjects for the comic muse." The humor of the 
ancient comedy generaily tumed upon some old 
man, who was exhibited, throughout the piece, as 
perpetually imposed upon by the cunning of an art- 
ful valet or intnguing courtesan. 

^*Argutd meretrice potes, Davoque Chremetaf 
Eltidente senem, comis garrire libellos, 
Unus vivorum, Fundani." — Hor. Sat. L. 1. 10, 40. 

27. 4. Appius ; Appius Claudius. 

27. 5. Irdentum : " in constant action." 

27. 13. Emmicipata est Emandpare se means to 
give up the govemment of one's self ; to put one's 
self under subjection to another. 

27. 14. Adextremum spiritum: "to the last mo- 
ments of life." 

27. 18. SepUmus mihi . . . . tn mmibvs : " I am 
now employed in adding a seventh book to my ' An- 
tiquities.' " 



litizedbyGoOgle 



NOTES. 121 

Sec. XII. Consideration of the third complaint 
against old age, viz. that it deprives us of the sen- 
sual gratifications. Discourse of Archytas of Taren- 
tum. Lucius Flamininus. 

29. 17. jHIebc cum •^heniensis: "Near- 

chus of Tarentum, my host, who has been a faith- 
ful friend of the Roman people, related to me, as a 
tradition from his ancestors, that Archytas ex- 
pressed these sentiments in a oonversation with 
C. Pontius, the Samnite, the father of him,' by 
whom, in the battle of Caudium, the consuls Spu. 
Postumius and T. Veturius were conquered; and 
that Plato, the Athenian, was present at the inter- 
view." 

29. 26. Quorsum Tubc'? "what inference, then, 
shall we draw ? '' 

30. 9. Exoratus est : " was prevailed upon." 

30. 13. Elapsus est : " escaped with impu- 
nity." 

Sec. Xin. Fabricius. Old age the more to be 
valued, because it takes away from us sensual enjoy- 
ments. The conversation of a large circle of friends 
desirable in old age. 

30. 23. Owima, qu(B faceremus, ad voluptatem 
esse referendcL This was the doctrine of Epicu- 
rus. Lucretius was a convert and warm admirer 
of it. 

31. 2. Devoverat, In a battle which was fought 
between the republic and the Latins, in the year of 

11 
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Sec. III. The peculiar qualifications which Cice- 
ro had for writing a treatise on old age. The com- 
plaints of Caius Salinator and Spurius Albinus 
against old age, unreasonable. Happiness in old 
age not dependent on affluence. The cuhivation 
of moral science and the exercise of its virtues 
necessary. 

11. 15. Est. Sc. res ita. 

11. 34. JVec fuisses. Seriphos was a 

small island in the Mgesjo, Sea, now Serpho, fa- 
mous only for a singular species of frogs, which are 
said to have been mute. The inhabitants were igno- 
rant and degraded to a proverb. They are alluded 
to in the Acharnensis of Aristophanes, and by Cice- 
ro, here and in his treatise " De Natur^ Deorum." 
Themistocles intended to reproach the low con- 
dition, not only of the man, but of the whole people, 
as if it were imreasonable to expect any man bom 
among them to be distinguished. 

Sec. IV. Character of Quintus Fabius Maximus. 

12. 23. Legis Cincia. So long as the Romans 
preserved their virtue uncorrupted, those who pos- 
sessed the powers of oratory, employed Iheir tal- 
ents in defenc^e of clients without fee or reward. 
It sometimes happened, however, that Uttle pres- 
ents were made from the paities to their patrons. 
These, in process of time, came to be demanded as 
a matter of right, and were so excessive as to be 
more than an equivalent for the service reeeived. 
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C%Dciu8, one of the tribimes of the people, in order 
to correct this abude, proposed the law bere men- 
tioned; and he was supported in his motion by 
Fabius Maximus. 

13. 1. Cundando : " by wise delay." Fabius 
Maximus, in his contests against Hannibal, did not 
fight in the open field, like his predecessors, but 
<2ontinual]y harassed his enemy by countermarches 
and ambuscades, for which^ he received the sumame 
of Cunctator — the Delayer. 

13. 8. Tarenlum recepisti, Salinator commanded 
in Tarentum when the troops of Hannibal gained 
possession of the town ; upon which he retired to 
llie citadel, and gallandy defended it, until the city 
was retaken by Fabius. 

13. 21. Est in manihus haudatio : ^ his pane- 
gyric is in the hauds of alL" The speech men- 
tioned here was extant in the days of Flut;arch, and 
is still read and admired as a perfect model and 
masterpiece of Roman eloquence. It was cus- 
tomary at the funerals of illustrious persons, for 
the nearest relation to speak an oration in honor 
of the deceased. This practice, as several of the 
Roman writers complain, tended very much to 
corrupt the truth of history, as these panegyrics, 
which frequently imputed virtues and actions to 
the object of them which never existed, were 
too oflen resorted to by historians as faithful docu- 
ments and memoirs. Cic. in Brut Liv. viiL 401 
Melmoth. 

10* 
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Sec. V. Old age may be equally happy for him 
who has passed his life iii retiremeDt, or for the hero 
and statesman. Plato. Isocrates. Leontinus Gor- 
gias. Ennius. 

14. 14. Pmatlimaxcus, This performance seems 
to have been entitled Panathenaicus» from the sub- 
ject, rather than from its being designed to be spo- 
ken at that anniversary festival, instituted in honor 
of Minerva, called Panathenaica, as it principally 
tums on celebrating the merit of those patriotic 
Athenians who were distinguished in the annals of 
that state, by having deserved well of their country. 
Cicero, in his treatise inscribed ** Orator," speaks of 
this piece as a composition remarkable for the arti- 
ficial arrangement and harmony of its periods ; and 
Valerius Maximus styles it a work ardentis spirUus 
plmtmu 

15. 4. M^^cUius : Manius Acilius Glabrio. 

15. 5, Cormdibus : in some editions, " ConsuU^ 
which seems to be most correct, as Philip only was 
a second time consul, not Csepio. 

Sec. VI. The first objection to old age consid- 
ered, viz. that it disqualifies us for active pursuits. 
Scipio Afiricanus. 

16. 8. Qmo vohis . . . , via: " Wherefore have 
your minds, which before stood unmoved in the 
way of rectitude, now rashiy departed fi-om it ? " 
Plutarch, in his life of Pyrrhus, has given us the 
subetance of the celebrated speech refeired to in 
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the second paragraph of the sixth section ; it hegins 
thus: "Hitherto I have regarded my blindness as a 
raisfortune ; but now, Romans, I wish I had been as 
deaf as I am blind ; for then I should not have 
heard of your shameful counsels and decrees, so 
ruinous to the glory of Rome." 

17. 11. Avi: the first Scipio Africanus. 

18. 1. Cedo, qui , . . cito: "tell me, how is it 
that you have suffered a state so considerable as 
yours, to fall so suddenly to decay ? " 

18.2. J^avii po€t(B Lvdo : in the play of Nsevius 
called the SchooL 

18. 4. Proveniebant adolescentidi : " a 

swarm of rash, unpractised young orators broke forth." 

Sec. Vn. Examples to prove that old age does 
not necessarily impair the memory. Sophocles. 

18. 13. Sepulcra legens. A superstitious notion 
prevailed among the Romans, that it weakened the 
memory to read the inscriptions upon the monu- 
ments of the dead. The spirits of malevolent and 
wicked men were said to haunt the places where 
their bodies were buried. A similar opinion seems 
to have prevailed among the Jews; for we are 
told in BuxtorTs "Religious Customs and Cere- 
monies of the Jews," subjoined to Stehelin's Rab- 
binical Literature, v. ii. p. 359, "The party being 
dead, his mouth and eyes are immediately closed, 
and hjs face is covered ; and no one ventures afler- 
wards to look fully at it, because to look upou the 
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face of a dead person is deemed destructive of the 
memory." 

19. 10. (Edipum Coloneum. Sophocles had al- 
most attained his hundredth year when he com- 
posed this tragedy ; in which the marks of decayed 
genius are so far from appearing, that it was deemed 
by the ancients an unrivalled masterpiece of dra- 
matic poetry. 

19. 14. Homerum .... senedus. History has 
not recorded how long either Hesiod or Homer 
lived. Socrates was cut off by a most cruel aud 
unjust sentence in his seventieth year ; and as to the 
rest of the several poets and philosophers here men- 
tioned, Plato, who died the youngest of them, lived 
to eighty-one; Democritus to above a hundred, 
and each of the others to near ninety. Mr. Addi- 
son, in one of his Spectators, recommending the 
virtue of temperance, makes some remarks extreme- 
ly applicable to the present passage. See Spectator, 
No. 195. 

19.25. Busticos Rommu)s. Agriculturewasmuch 
esteemed among the Romans. Many of their most 
distiiiguished men lived in the country. When a 
publip council was to be held, they were summoned 
fi*om their farms to the senate ; those who summoned 
them were called Flatores. 

20. 1. In iUis : sc. negotiis ; that is, in such things 
as are sovni and reaped within the year. 

20. 6. In SynephMs: in his play called "The 
Youthful Companions," from (n)y and Itpr^^og. 
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20. 8. Diis immortalibtts : sero understood : 
that is, "I plant in obedience to the immortal 
gods." 

Sec. Vni. In old age we see many happy events, 
which could not otherwise have come within our 
notice. Instances in which old men have success- 
fuUy applied themselves to the acquisition of the 
arts and sciences. 

21. 10. Ut Solanem videmta^j ^JThe 

words of Solon are *^ri]odax(a di, del dwdaxofA' 

21. 12. Qttt Grtzcas literas senex didicL Lord 
Bacon humorously remarks, that "Cato's leaming 
Greek in his old age, was a judgment upon him 
fbr his blasphemy ; " alluding to his having, in a for- 
mer part of his life, expressed great contempt for the 
Greek philosophy. 

21. 18. lllud: that is, to play upon the lyre as 
Socrates is said to have done. 

Sec. IX. The second objection considered, viz. 
that old age impairs our strength. Reasons why loss 
of strength at that period of life is not to be regret- 
ted. Milo of Croton. Imbecility in old age gene- 
rally occasioned by irregularities in youth. 

22. 2. Jston vero .... nugator: that is, "JVbn 
tam isti lacerti mortui sunt quam tu ipse, stidte.^ 

22. 6. P. Crassus, He was Consul with Scipio 
Africanus the elder. A. U. C. DXLVni. 
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23. 12. Omnino canarum senedute: 

"nevertheless, there is a certain sweetness of utter- 
ance which, I know not why, is not impaired by old 
age." 

22. 19. Pr<Bcipere: " to instruct" 

Sec. X. Nestor. A moderate degree of strength 
sufficient for all the purposes of life. Masinissa. 

23. 24. Dux Ule Groed^B ; Agamemnon. See Ho- 
mei^s lUad, B. II. 370. 

23. 25. Ui Ajacis simUes habeat decem^ sed nt JVes- 
ioris, 

O, would the gods, in love to Greece, decree 
But ten such sages as tbey grant m thee ; 
Such wisdom soon should Priam^s force destroy, 
And soon sbould fall the haughty towers of Troy. 

Htad, U. 440 ; Pop^'s Trans. 

24. 7. Trtbunm mxLiiaris. The business of the 
militaiy tribunes was to decide all controversies in 
the army, to give the word to the watch, and to super- 
intend generally the works and the camp. A failure 
of memory may be here detected in Cicero ; for he 
had read in the Annals, that Cato was not a tribune 
of the soldiers, but a lieutenant-general in the battle 
at ThermopylfiB, durmg the Consulship of M'Acilius. 
Livy distinctly mentions this, Lib. 36. It is evident 
that no one would have accepted the office of tribune 
afler having been consul. 

24 19, Ceniwrimis. A centunon was an officer 
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in the Roman legion, who had the command of one 
hundred men. 

24. 20. Moderatio vtrium: ^a moderate degree 
of strength." 

24. 25. Vtrum igitur .... dari: ^would you 
prefer that this exjraordinary strength of body, or 
the intellectual strength of Pythagoras, should be 
given to you ? " 

25. 5. FerocOaa juvenum : " the ardor of youth." 
25. 6. Constantis cdatis : " of manhood.'' 

25. 9. Hospes tuus avittis. He was the host of 
the elder Africanus, as appears in the ^^Scipionis 
Somnium " of Cicero. 

25. 11. In equum . . . . ex equo non descendere ; 
meaning that he would not relieve himself by al- 
ternately changing from one mode of travelling to 
the other. 

Sec. XI. The means by which the infirmities of 
age may be counteracted. Dotage incident to those 
only who have passed their early life in idleness ^nd 
folly. Appius Claudius. Cato's employment in old 
age. 

25. 21. Vacat (Btas cogimwr. By the 

Roman law, no man could be compelled to engage 
in the militia afler fifly ; nor any senator sum- 
moned to attend his duty in the senate afler sixty 
years of age. Lex a quinquagesimo anno miHtem 
non cogit ; a sexagesimo senatorem non citat. Senec 
de brevit, vit, cup, utt. 
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26. 10. DUigentid compensanda mnt He says 
tbat the failings to which old age is exposed, are to 
be remedied by a careful regard for the health. 
The word diligentioy in the sense of " carefUhiess," 
Cicero has used before. It compensates for the 
strength which old age takes away ; in what manner 
he shows in the following lines. 

26. 16. Nec vero mtdto magis: **nor does 

the body oniy require relief ; the intellectual facul- 
ties need it still more." 

26. 22. Comicoa stvUos senes: <<fooHsh old men, 
fit subjects for the comic muse." The humor of the 
ancient comedy generally tumed upon some old 
man, who was exhibited, throughout the piece, as 
perpetually imposed upon by the cunning of an art- 
ful valet or intriguing courtesan. 

"ArgiUA meretrice potes, Davoque Chremetaf 
Eludente senemf comis garrire libellos, 
Unus vivorum, Fimdard." — Hor. Sat. L. 1. 10, 40. 

27. 4. Appius ; Appius Claudius. 

27. 5. Intentum : " in constant action." 

27. 13. EmjandpaJta est. Emandpare se means to 
give up the government of one*s self ; to put one's 
self under subjection to another. 

27. 14. Adextremum spiritum: "to the last mo- 
ments of life." 

27. 18. Septimvs mihi . . . . tn mxmibus : " I am 
now employed in adding a seventh book to my ' An- 
tiquities.' " 
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Sec. XII. Consideration of tbe third complaint 
against old age, viz. that it deprives us of the sen- 
sual gratifications. Discourse of Archytas of Taren- 
tum. Lucius Flamininus. 

29. 17. jHIebc cum Mieniensis: "Near- 

chus of Tarentum, my host, who has been a faith- 
ful friend of the Roman people, related to me, as a 
tradition from his ancestors, that Archytas ex- 
pressed these sentiments in a oonversation with 
C Pontius, the Samnite, the father of him,* by 
whom, in the battle of Caudium, the consuls Spu. 
Postumius and T. Veturius were conquered; and 
that Plato, the Athenian, was present at the inter- 
view." 

29. 26. Quorsum Juec'? "what inference, then, 
shall we draw ? " 

30. 9. Exorattts est: " was iM-evailed upon." 

30. 13. Elapsus est : " escaped with impu- 
nity." 

Sec. Xin. Fabricius. Old age the more to be 
valued, because it takes awayfrom us sensual enjoy- 
ments. The conversation of a large circle of friends 
desirable in old age. 

30. 23. Omnia, qucB faceremuSf ad voluptatem 
esse referenda, This was the doctrine of Epicu- 
rus. Lucretius was a convert and warm admirer 
of it. 

31. 2. Devoverat. In a battle which was fought 
between the republic and the Latins, in the year of 

11 
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Rome 457, Decius, who commanded the left wing 
of the Roman army, finding his troops begin to yield, 
had recourse to devotemmt, by which a conmiander- 
in-chief making a voluntary oblation of his own life 
in the field of battle, was supposed to appease the 
anger of the goiis, and reconcile them to the cause 
of his country. 

31. 24. JVuUo exemplo : " being the first private 
man who had done so." It was customary for 
those men only who had been invested with some 
public ofiice, to appear with such ostentatious pa- 
rade. 

31. 27. SodalUates aviem, me qiuBstore, consti' 
tvi(B sunt, M. Cato was qusestor to Africanus, 
during the consulship of Tuditanus and Cethegus. 
He calls **Td avaanla,^ sodalitates, Aristotle has 
frequently spoken, in his "Politics," of sodalitiis, 
and sodalitiariis epulis. Sodales were called by 
the Greeks, ** dtaaihmi,^ A college or society, insti- 
tuted in honor of some god, and to celebrate his 
sacred rites, was called " diairog^ and the associates 
" dtaacatai,^ Quxaihrai were not the same as ava- 
alwig; the latter always feasted together, the for- 
mer only on certain days when they made sacri- 
fices. 

31. 28. Sacris Idads Magn(B Matris acceptis: 
"when the sacred rites of Cybele were introduced 
into Rome." Cybele, a divinity said to be the 
mother of the gods, was worshipped at Pessinus in 
Phrygia, under the figure of a rude stone, which 
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was reported to have fellen from heaven on Mount 
Ida. The Sibylline oracles being consulted in con- 
fiiequence of several prodigies which alarmed the 
republic in the year of Rome 549, the persons ap- 
pointed to inspect those pretended prophecies, de- 
clared that certain advantages would accrue to the 
commonwealth, if this extraordinary image could be 
procured and brought to Rome. A so]emn embassy 
was appointed for that purpose ; and the statue, if a 
shapeless stone may fae so called, was accordingly 
obtained. 

32. 10. Compotationem. The Romans, who were 
always deemed a more sober people ^an the 
Greeks, whenever they indulged in any excess of 
this kind, called it " Crr<ecan," L e. Gr<Bco mort 
hibere* 

Sec. XIV. The inclination for the pleasures of 
the senses not so strong in old age as in youth. 
Sophocles. No season of life can be passed more 
agreeably, than the leamed leisure of a virtuous old 
age. Caius Grallus. 

32. 14. Tempestivis conviviis: "with pro]onged 
entertainments." These were feasts commencing 
before the usual time, and continued through most 
of the night. We do not find " Intempestivis" in any 
good editions. 

32. 23. Me vero .... institvia, The ancients, 
at their feasts, appointed a person to preside by 
throwing tbe dice, whom they called •Miter &{« 
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hendi; MagiaUr or Rex cormvii; Modiperator or 
Modimperatary &c. He directed every thing at h» 
pleasure. 

32. 25. A summo adhihetur in pocidia. A nmiam 
hiberey ia to drink round from him who sits highest 
to him who sits lowest This was a custom amoog 
the Romans, when they wished to give additional 
hilarity to the scene. Plautus says, 

"Age puere 
A summo septenis cyathis eommitte lios ludos/' 

Again, 

« Da pucre ab summo, age tu intcribi ab infimo da suavium.'^ 

* 32 27. MnvJta atque rorantia: ^moderate and 
refreshing." 

33. 21. Tvrpioen Mbivio : ** with the acting of 
Turpio Ambivius." 

33. 27. Tamquam emeritis .... omnivm: **as if 
fireed from the tyranny of lust and ambition, of the 
angry and contentious passions, and of all irrational 
desires." 

34. 13. Truculento • • • . Pseudolo; the Clown 
and the Cheat, two comedies of Plautus. 

34. 22. Sfuadcb meduUam : ^ the soul of eloquence.*^ 

Sec. XV. The pleasures and profits of rural 
employments. 

35. 13. Qu(B .... excepit, A similar expression 
occurs in Virgil : 
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Vere iument terraSf et gemtdlia semma potcunt : 
Tumjrater ommpotens /oecundU imbribus .^Ether 
Cot^ugis in gremium lcetcB descenditf et omnes 
Magnus alit, magno commixtus corpore, /oetua, 

Geor. ii. 324. 

36. 26. Miorum tmmissio ; sc. in sulcum. 

37. 7. Eum stercorardem. Some of the commen- 
tators have observed, that Cicero's memory failed 
him in this place, as Laertes, in the passage alluded 
to, is not fomid employed in dunging his field, but 

" Stood 
And cleared a plant encumbered with its wood.'' 
Pope^s Trans. o/ Odyes. xxiv. 267. 

Sec. XVI. Manius Curius. Cincinnatus. Their 
old age reudered happy by cultivating their lands. 
Agriculture peculiarly adapted to this season of life. 

38. 10. Regnum appetentem: "aiming at sove- 
reignty." The occasion of this absolute power 
being committed to Servilius Ahala, arose from the 
dangerous practice of Sp. Mselius ; who, taking ad- 
vantage of the distress the public labored under in 
consequence of a general famine, had rendered him- 
self extremely popular by supplying the poor with 
com at his own expense. It having been discov- 
ered that he was concerting means, by the assistance 
of the populace, to overtum the government, the 
dictator summoned him by Servilius Ahala, his mas- 

' ter of the horse, to appear before his tribunal. Msb- 
lius refiising to obey, and appealing to the people 
11» 
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for protectioD, Ahala rushed into the midst of the 
mob, and stabbed him to the heart 

38. 10. Occupatum interemU ; that is, put him to 
death before he had an opportwiity of executing his 
purpose. Occupare is the same* as pr<Bcipert, pni^ 
vmire, 

38. 27. Suocxdiam : ^ the dessert ; " 8o called fi^m 
the delicactes which grew there. 

39. 1. Canditiora operis: ^make more 

agreeable the intervals of their more importanC 
business." 

Sec. XVIL Xenophon. Lysander. Valerius 
Corvus. The authority which a respectable old 
age afiTords. 

40. 12. Mea descripHo : ^the design is mine." 
40. 24. AddjamcOate: << at an advanced age." 

40. 27. Itaqtui .... fuit. When Servius TuUius 
classed the Roman people, he divided their ages 
into three periods, limiting childhood to the age of 
seventeen, youth to forty-six, and oldage from thence 
to the end of )ife. Jlul. Gd. x. 28. The passage 
may be rendered thus : " His career of honor, then, 
was equal to that period of life which our ancestors 
marked out for the commencement of old age." 

41. 6. Elogium unicum. Unicum here means 
" celebrated " or "remarkable;" sQunice amare^ in 
another place, "to love with singular affection." 
J^gium is an inscription upon a tablet or statue — 
an epigram. So in section 20. 10. — Soloms guidm 
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rtcqnenHt eU^um est, referring to the inscription 
upon the tomb of Solon. 

Sec. XVIU. A virtuous old age only, entitled 
to veneration. Deference paid to old age in the 
college of augurs. Excuse for peQvishness ; means 
of soilening and subduing it in old age. Folly of 
avarice. 

41. 20. Fundameniis adolescenituB ; sc. honeste ad(B, 
as he aflerwards says: ^upon the solid foundations 
of a well-spent youth." 

41. 21. Ex quo id ^fficUur: ^'agreeably to this 
principle." 

41. 23. Oratione : "by an apology." 

41. 25. Sed honeste . . . extremos: **he whose 
fonner life has been honorably spent, receives in old 
^ige the reward of reverence." 

42. 2. Decedi : « to be yielded to." Deduci : « to 
be respectfuUy accompanied." 

42. 4. Ut qufBque optime morata : ^ in proportion 
to the advancement of each in polished manners." 

42. 20. In nostro eoUegio ; that is, in the college 
of augurs. 

42. 27. Fabvlam (Btaiis peregisse : " to have acted 
well their parts on the theatre of life." 

43. 2. Corruisse: "to have disgracefully failed." 
43. 19. Potest .... quarere: "can any thing 

be more absurd than to increase our provision for 
the road, the nearer we approach to our joumey's 
cnd?" 
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Sec. XIX. Fourth objection to old age consid- 
ered, viz. tbat it must necessarily be a state of much 
anxiety and disquietude, from the near approach of 
death. Few arrive to old age ; a reason why the 
afifairs of the world are not better conducted. A wise 
and good man will be contented with the measure 
of life allowed to him. Every event, agreeable to 
the course of nature, ought to be regarded as a real 
good. 

44. 12. TVisHus curantur : " are restored to health 
with more difficulty." 

45. 8. In quo est aliquid extretnum: "that will 
necessarily have an end." 

Sec. XX. 0]d age has no precise and determi- 
n^ate boundary. Suicide condemned. 

46. 17. Omnium .... terminus. See note, 40. 27. 

47. 8. Vetaiqut .... decedere. The practice of 
suicide prevailed among the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, although condemned by the best and wisest 
of their philosophers. Not only Pythagoras, but 
Socrates and Plato, considered it an act of rebellion 
against the authority of the Supreme Being. 

47. 10. Solonis etogium, This was, 

'* Mors mea ne careat lacrymis : linquamus amicis 
Mcerorem; ut celebrent funera cum gemitu." 

47. 15. JVmo .... Faxit: "let no one honor 
me vnth tears, or perform my funeral rites with 
lamentation." 
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47. 19. Sensus: "asenseof pain." 

48. 5. M, Mlium; Marcus Atilius Regulus. 

48. 7. Duos Sdpiones. These were Cneius and 
Publius Scipio. 

Sec XXL The author^s own sentiments respect- 
ing the consequences of death. 

49. 5. Quod eo mdius . . . absum : ^ because the 
nearer I approach to death, the more clear]y I seem 
to discem its real nature." 

49. 10. j&» his compagibus corporis: ^^within this 
prison of the body." 

49. 25. Unvversd mente divind ddibatos: <<ema- 
nating from the universal soul of the world." It was 
the opinion of these philosophers, that the universe 
was actuated by an intelligent and vivifying spirit, 
which pervaded all its parts in the same manner as 
the human sou] animates and informs the human 
body. 

50. 14 Si nonpossit ; sc. dwidL 

Sec. XXn. The elder Cyrus expresses his belief 
in the inmiortality of the soul. 

5L 17. Cum renUssi et Itberi sunt: " when in thb 
.state of relaxation and freedom." 

Sec. XXIII. Tlie author^s reasons for believing 
in the immortality of the soul. 

52. 7. Ut de meipso , . . glorier : << if I may be 
mdulged in an old man'8 privilege to boast of my- 
aelf.'» 
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52. 28. Quo guidefn .... recoxerit, Cato means 
to say tbat he would not willingly be induced 
to retrace his steps from old age to the vigor of 
youth ; but that nothing would induce him to retum 
to the days of childhood. The word tanquam is fre- 
quently used, as in this passage, for quemadmodum. 
Tanquam Peliam is the same as Quemadmodum Pe- 
lias recodusfuit, 

53. 5. JVec vero velim .... revocari : " I have no 
inclination, when my course is well nigh finished, 
to retum to the goal.'' At one end of the Roman 
circus were several openings, from which the horses 
and chariots started, called ^carceres,^ CretOy or 
caZa:, was a white line or cross flirrow, filled with 
chalk or lime, to mark the end of the course or limit 
of victory. Horace beautifuUy alludes to this — 
*^Mors ultima linea rerumJ* Ep. i 16. 

53. 20. M Catonem m>eum; that is, to my son 
Cato. It must be recollected that it is Cato Major 
who speaks; Cicero appears in his ovm person in 
the first section only of this dialogue, and says that 
his opinions on old age he shall ezpress in the char- 
acter of Cato. 

53. 23. Quod contra decuit ah Uto meum : ^ which 
last office, in the course of nature, he should have 
performed for mine." 



55. In the dialogue on friendship, Lselius is the 
cbief speaker; whilst conversing wiih his two sons- 
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in-laW) Fannius and Scsevola, upon the death of 
P. Scipio, and the memorable friendship that had 
subsisted between them, he takes occasion, at their 
desire, to explain to them the uature and benefits of 
true friendship. The conference was suggested by 
the situation of the commonwealth at that period. It 
was published soon after the assassination of Julius 
Caesar, when many respectable partisans of that am- 
bitious chief were indirectly endeavoring to tum the 
popular odium upon the cause and the persons of 
the conspirators, by the public honors they exhibited 
to his memory ; a conduct which they attempted to 
justify by the duties of private friendship. 

Section I. What induced Cicero to write 
this treatise. 

55. 1. QuinttLS Mucius augur ; Quintus Mucius 
ScsBVola, who had married Lselia, tlie daughter of 
Laelius; it was remarked by his contemporaries, 
that he was "the greatest orator among the civil- 
ians, and the greatest civilian among the orators." 
The colJege of augurs consisted at this time of nine 
members, the eldest of whom was always magister 
coUegii, or president of the society. Their business 
was to interpret omens, prodigies, &C., and to de- 
tennine, by the principles of divination, whether any 
particular measure in question wouid prove fortu- 
nate, or the contrary. 

55. 5. Sumptd virili togd, The manly gown was 
assumed at the age of seventeen. At this period of 
life, it was customary among the Romans to intrust 
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those who were intended for the high offices of 
the republic, to the patronage and protection of some 
respectable personage, eminent for his public and 
private virtues. 

55. 10. Me .... contuli : " 1 committed myself 
to the insti-uction of Mucius Scaevola, the pontiff.'^ 
He was cousin germnn to the augur. 

55. 12. Et ingenio etjustvtid : " both for the pow- 
ers of his mind and the integrity of his heart." 

55. 14. In hemicydio. Hemicyclia were semi- 
circular tables or seats, capable of accommodating- 
many persons. 

56. 4. P. Sutpido. Publius Sulpicius was connect- 
ed with Atticus by a family alliance. Pompeius was- 
consul, and Sulpicius tribune, in the year of Rome 
665, at which time the opposite factions' of Scylla and 
Marius occasioned great disturbances in the repubUc. 
The quarrel alluded to in the text arose from their 
having taken diflferent sides in those civU commo- 
tions ; both lost their lives in the sanguinary conten- 
tions of those destructive factions, before the expira-^ 
tion of their respective magistracies. 

56. 4. Utebare multum: "you were intimate 
with." 
56. 13. AJricani ; of the second AfHcanus. 

56. 15. Meo arhitratu: "after myown manner." 

57. 7. Plus hahere gravitatis : " to make a stronger 
impression." 

Sec. n. In what the wisdom of Lselius consist* 
ed. An eulogium on Cato. 
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57. 23. •^Jricano; Scipio Africanus, the second 
of tbat name. Cicero never mentions his name but 
with expressions of the warmest veneration. Ac- 
cording to Plutarch, he was the first of the Romans 
in virtue as well as in authority. 

57. 27. L, MUium» Lucius Atilius, tbe colleague 
of Cato in tbe consulship, was one of the most dis- 
tinguished men of histime in the knowledge of civil 
law. 

58. 3. Usum: " experience." 

58. 12. Qmi septem appeUantur. The number 
of tbese wise men is variously stated by the ancient 
writers ; those here referred to are probably Bias, 
Chilo, Cleobulus, Pittacus, Solon, Thales, Perian- 
der. Plutai*ch says they acquired their particular 
designation, solely on account of those political 
benefits which their superior wisdom and sagacity 
had rendered to the respective states in which they 
resided. It is probable, however, that Thales de- 
rived this characteristic designation from th^ great 
talents he discovered in natural and mathematical 
knowledge, as he was the first who introduced those 
important sciences into Greece. 

58. 14. Mienis unum ; Socrates. 

58. 17. Ut omnia .... pvies : " that you con- 
sider all the resources of happiness dependent on 
yourself alone, and that humsui calamities are 
deprived of their bittemess by the possession of 
virtue." 

58. 21. lEs proximis M>ni8. Cicero, in his trea- 
12 
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tise ^De Divinatione," says tbat the augurs were 
accustomed to assemble at Rome on the Nones 
for consultation. The Romans divided their months 
into three parts, by Kalends, Nones, and Ides. The 
first day was Kalendse or Calendae, (a calando yel 
vocandOf) from the priest calling out to the people 
that it was new moon ; the fifih day, Nonse, the 
Nones ; the thirteenth, Idus, the Ides, from the obso- 
lete verb iduare, to divide, because the Ides nearly 
divided the month. The Nones were so called be- 
cause, countiug inclusively, they were nine days 
from the Ides. In March, May, July, and October, 
the Nones fell on the seventh and the Ides on the 
fifteenth. 

58. 22. Ulassolet; scjieri, 

59. 6. Quod .... vakrem: <<which I always 
attended to when my health permitted." 

59. 15. Ut (dia omiUam ; sc. exempla. 

59. 16. GaUum^ Tliis was Sulpicius Grallus, 
the first astronomer of his time, who discovered the 
cause of the eclipses of the sun and moon. Cicero 
speaks of this distinguished man in his treatise on 
old age. 

59. 16. Sed hi in pueris : " but these lost their 
children in youth." Lucius Paulus iEmilius had 
two sons, both of whom he lost, one a few days be- 
fore, and the other a few days afler, he triumphed 
over the Macedonian king Perses. 

59. 18. Cave Catoni anteponasy ne istum quidem 
ipsvm : " take care that you do not prefer to Cato 
even that man,** i. e. Socrates. 
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59.20. Ht^ua; Caxo, Mius; SocnXea. 

Sec. m. The death of Scipio not considered a 
misfortune; the good qualities of that hero com- 
mended. 

60. 7. Cum iUo , . , . prcsdare ? " in the case 
of Scipio, who can deny that his life was honorably 
spent?" 

60. 14. Primwn ante tempus. At the age of 
thirty-six he was a candidate for tfae office of 
eedile. The age required to be consul was fprty- 
six. Merum; more than ten years afler his first 
consulship, at the time when his nephew Quintus 
Fabius was a candidate for the quaestorship. Ite- 
rum sUn, suo tempore ; reipubliccB, p<tne sero : " the 
next time, not prematurely with respect to himself, 
but well nigh too late for the commonwealth.'' 

60. 15. Duabus urbHyus ; Numantia and Carthage. 

60. 18. De moribus /aciUimia : "of the affability 
of his manners." 

60. 18. De pietate in mairem^ his mother Pa- 
piria. Paulus, from whom she had been divorced 
on account of some disagreement, left her almost 
in poverty ; but his son, after the death of iEmilia, 
the widow of his adopted father, gave up to Papina 
the estate to which he succeeded. After her death^ 
it was in his power to resume it, but he presented it 
to his sisters, and thus aftbrded them the means of 
tiying respectably. 

dO, fih Mmrore/uneris. Scipio's obsequies were 
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honored by the noblest and most unquestionable of 
all panegyrics ; for it was delivered from the mouth 
of a man who had always been in the number of his 
political enemies, and was himself esteemed one of 
the principal omaments of his time. ^Goj^ says 
Metellus, addressing himself to his sons, ^go and 
aUend the Junmd of SdpiOi for never tinll you foUow 
the remains of a greater man.^ 

60. 22. Paucorum annorum accessio. Scipio died 
at the age of fifly-six. 

61. 1. Moriendi .... videtis: "the sudden- 
ness of his death deprived it of any sensible degree 
of pain ; what was the cause of his death, it is diffi- 
cult to tell; what men suspect, you well know." 
Scipio was found dead in his bed ; those who in- 
quired for the causes of his sudden decease, per- 
ceived the marks of violence on his neck, and 
concluded that he had been strangled. This hap- 
pened 128 years before Christ It was generally 
believed that this assassination was committed by 
the Triumviri, Papirius Cai*bo, Caius Gracchus, 
and Fulvius Flaccus, who supported the Sempro- 
nian law, and by his wife Sempronia, who is 
charged with having introduced the murderers into 
the room. No inquiries were made after the au- 
thora of his death ; Gracchus was the favorite of 
the mob, and the only atonement which the popu- 
lace made for the death of Scipio, was to attend his 
funeral, and to show their concern by their cries and 
lamentations. 
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61. 4. Hoc tamen .... vUd: ^this fact is un- 
questionable, that of the many briUiant and happy 
days which he passed during his life, that occasion 
was the most illustrious for Scipio, when, after the 
adjoumment of the senate, he was conducted home 
on the evening preceding his death, by the conscript 
fethers, attended by the ambassadors from the allies 
of the Roman people, and from Latium." 

61. 12. Ss; the philosophers of the sect of 
Epicurus. 

Sec. IV. Our souls are celestial bodies: the path 
to heaven is' open to them after death, if they have 
not been polluted by vice. 

61. 17. Rdigiosa jurct, That the souls of the 
departed should be respected; that all who were 
dead should be regarded as holy. By the Roman 
laws, a very severe punishment was inflicted upon 
those who attempted to vioiate the sepulchres of the 
dead. Not only were the tombs held sacred, but 
even the places were they had been were looked 
npon with veneration. 

61. 19. Fd eorum; the Pythagoreans, of whom 
mention is made in his treatise on old age. 

61. 19. Inhacterrd; Southern Italy. 

61. 19. Magnamque Gr<Eciam. Near the king- 
dom of Naples. This part of Italy was peopled by 
Grecian colonists, who gave to it their name. 
Pythagoras made it the seat of his sect under the 
reign of Tarquinius Superbus. 
12» 
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63. 2. Qtion ffraaagird : << as if he bad a presen- 
timent of his death." 

62. a Philus d McmUius; P. Furius Philus, 
who was consul with S. Atilius Serranus, A. U. C. 
DCXVII. M'Maniiius, a distinguished lawyer, of 
whom Pomponius makes honorable mention. He 
was consul with Lucius Marcius Censorinus, 
A. U. C. DCIV. 

62. 5. Cujxis . • • . ammorum: "the closiug 
part of this conference treated generally of the 
soul's immortality." That fragment remains called 
the " Dream of Scipio." Middleton, in his Life of 
Cicero, calls it ^one of his capital pieces, where all 
the important questions of politics and mondity 
were discussed with the greatest elegance and accu- 
racy." This valuable peribrmance was brought from 
Italy into England, about the year 1420, by a monk 
of Canterbury, and was aAerwards among other 
manuscripts destroyed by fire. 

62. 7. In quiete per visum : '< by a vision durin|^ 
fais sleep." 

62. 12. Quocirca . , . . aU: ^^ therefore, tp lament 
his departure, would, I fear, indicate an enyious 
rather than a friendly disposition.*' 

62. 20. Qmmohrem . . . . dc vitd: "with him, 
therefore, as I said before, this is a happy consum- 
mation: with me it is far otherwise, who, having 
entered earlier into the world, should, in the course 
of nature, have sooner left iC 

63. 1. Summa consenaio •* "a perfect accordance." 
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63. S. Fama sapieniuB, faUa prcBserUm : ^ that 
high opinion of my wisdom, especially as it is un- 
merited." 

63. 5. Idque mUd eo magis est cordi: ^ and I in- 
dulge this hope with the more confidence." 

63. 6. Vix tria atd quatuor; probably referring to 
Theseus and Pirithoiis, Damon and Pythias, Orestes 
and PyladeSy Achiiles and Patroclus. 

Sec. V. Source of friendship ; the power and 
nature of this sentiment It can only exist and 
flourish in the hearts of honorable men. What 
men deserve the name of fiiends. 

63. 21. Ego .... confiderem: " I would not hesi- 
tate, if I had confidence in my ability." 

63. 24. Dodorum .... svMto. The ancient 
Greek sophists, against whose arrogant claims ta 
universal science Socrates so successfully pointed 
the fbrce of his irony, were accustomed to call 
upon their auditors to propose any philosophic dif- 
ficulty that embarrassed them, which they declared 
they would instantly discuss and resolve. 

63. 27. Egeique exerdtatione non parvd: "and 
requires much consideration." 

64. 7. Sed hoc primum sentio: ^but I consider 
this a flindamental axiom." 

64. 8. Neque id ad vvcum reseco: "nor do I 
argue with too much severity." Literallyi *< nor do 
I cut to the quiciL." 

6LS. Vt iUi; the Stoics. 
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64. 18. M iH&rtm normam: ^ according to the 
criterion which tho6e philosophers have estab- 
lished." 

64. 19. Invidiosum et ohacurum: "arrogant and 
unintelligible.'' He applies these tenns to the ideal 
wisdom of the Stoics. 

64. 23. Pingui Minervd : " by the humble stand- 
ard of common sense ; " Minerva, the goddess of 
wisdom, here figuratively put for genius. So in 
Horace, Sat ii. 2 — Ahnormis sapiensj crassdque Mir 
nertfd : ** a philosopher unshackled by rules, and with 
an uncultivated genius." 

65. 4. Societas: <*asocial relation." 

Sec. VL Definition and excellence of friendship. 

65. 20. Omnium .... consenm : **aperfect con- 
fbrmity of opinions upon all rehgious and civil 
subjects." 

Q^, 4. Et gignUet continet: ^both produces and 
supports." For virtue is the mother and the nurse 
of friendship. 

66, 11. Eo8 ; referring to those whom the Stoics 
consider virtuous. 

66. 13. OpportunUates : '^advantages." 
66. 23. OpportuntB .... nngidia: **have almost 
aU severally their particular advantages." 

. Sec. yn. Friendshiphasnumberlessadvantages 
which render it superior to ali the other blessings 
of life. 
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67, 11. Quod bond spe prcd-wxt in potienm: 
^ because it brightens the future with the prospect 
of happiness." 

67. 19. Ex naturd rerum: "from the natural 
disposition.'' 

68. 1. •^grigentinum ; Empedocles, a philosopher, 
poet, and historian of Agrigentum in Sicily. Accord- 
ing to Horace, this enthusiast, wishing to be thought 
a god, threw himself into the crater of iEtna, and 
perished there. 

68. 10. Totdeaved: " throu^ the theatre." Th« 
theatre was of an oblong, semicircular form, like the 
half of an amphitheatre. The benches or seats rose 
above one another, and were distributed to the dif- 
ferent orders in the same manner as in the amphi- 
theatre. The foremost row8,'next the stage, called 
orchestra, were assigned to the senators and ambas- 
sadors of foreign states; fourteen rows behind them 
to the equites, and the rest to the people. The 
whole was called cavecu 

68. 10. M, Pacuvii; one of the earliest and 
most celebrated dramatic poets. The text refers 
to the tragedy of Orestes, one of his best perform- 
ances. 

68. 11. Rege; Thoas, king of Taurica Cherso- 
nesus. 

68. 25. Sed aliud .... orationis twt : " but we 
expect ftom your comments on this subject a dif- 
ferent style of reasoning;" that is, one more likely 
to give us sound views upon the subject 
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Sec. VIIL The origin of fnendship. 

69. 8. Vim hoc quidem est afferrt : **this \a urging 
me beyond the power of refusal." 

69. 10. Stwim : " the eamest request' 

69. 15. Propter imhecUlitaiem atqtte inopiam; bg, 
hominum. 

69. 22. Princepa : *< an essential principle." 

69. 25. Causd temporis: ^for the sake of in- 
terest" 

70. 7. M quoddam tempus; that is, until they 
have no need of parental assistance. 

70. 19. Qms non memoriam usurpet : " who does 
not remember ? " 
70. 26. Ah aUero ; Pyrrhus. 

70. 27. Merum; HannibaL 

Sec. IX. Friendship has its origin in nature, and 
not in necessity. 

71. 4. Moveointur: ^are inspired with mutual 
affection." 

71. 5. Um : ** by intimacy." 

71. 7. Studio perspecto et consttetwKne adjunctd ^ 
^ by evident zeal for our service, and by near inter^ 
course." 

71. 17. Minimum; bc. virtittis^et probitatis. 

72. 19. Et U8u eju8 et moribtis fruantur : " that 
they may enjoy the benefit both of his intimacy and 
good character." 
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Sec. X. Friendship liable to be broken at all pe- 
riods of life. Causes of divisions. 

73. 19. UnoL cum prcdextd; the robe assumed 
until seventeen years of age. 

73. 21. CfmtenJtiom vd vxoruB conditionis : " from 
rivalship, either in a matrimonial pursuit," &c. 

74. 5. Non redum : " not consistent with honor." 
74. 15. Ut . , . . videri: "that he (Scipio) said it 

appeared to him that to escape all these, required not 
only good sense, but good fortune also." 

Sec. XI. What friends can demand of each other, 
and what refuse. 

74. 19. Qudtenus .... debmt: «how far the 
claims of firiendship may reasonably extend." 

74. 22. VisceUinum ; a sumame of Sp. Oassius. 

75. 8. Quam nefaria vox : ** how infamous a con- 
fession." 

75. 9. Mm .... prafwt: "fbr he not only ac- 
ceded to the seditious schemes of Ti. Gracchils, but 
took the lead in them." 

75. 12. QwBstione novd perterritus : ^^ alarmed at 
the appointmentof eztraordinary judges for his trial.'' 
The ordinary judges were the prsetors ; but in delin- 
quencies against which no particular law had provi- 
ded, as in the present instance, the charge was del- 
egated to special judges. 

75. 14. Pcmas graves justasque. He lost his 
life, and thus paid the penalty of hi& seditious at^ 
tempts. 
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75. 36. Ad sapientiian: «to pcrfection;" that 
is, who faave most faithfully performed all moral 
obligations. 

Sec. XII. Friendship with men who become 
bad citizens should be dissolved. The evils which 
combinations of unprincipled men bring upon the 
republic. Themistocles. 

76. 23. D^xU enim .... majorum: "for we 
have ah-eady somewhat deviated from the political 
course maiked out by our ancestors." Cursum is 
understood to deflexit. 

77. 3. Ncim carhonem .... suslinuimus : " in 
consideration of the recent punishment of Tiberius 
Gracchus," [he was assassinated in the midst of his 
adherents by P. S. Nasica,] " I protected his friend 
Carbo as far as it-was in my power;" that is, from 
the senatorial vengeance which pursued Tiberius 
Gracchus and all his adherents with such implaca- 
ble fUry. 

77. 8. In tabeUcL By this law the people gave 
their votes in the assemblies, not "vit>a tJoce," as for- 
merly, but by writing upon tablets the name of the 
person whom they wished to have elected. By this 
method, the suffrages were absolutely free; the 
voters having no cause to fear the influence of the 
rich and powerful. Cicero disapproved of this law, 
because he believed it would surrender the af&irs 
of the country to the caprice of the multitude. 
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77. 12. Plures enim discent; because bad ezam- 
ples are more willingly followed than good ones. 

77. 13. Quemadmodum hcBcfiard ; tbat is, by what 
meaDs tbe fayor of tbe people may be obtained, and 
bostility between tbem and the senate effected. 

77. 26. tngraioi .... debuit : ^ did not bear tbo 
injury inflicted on bim by bis ungrateful country 
witb the submission be ought" Tbemistocles^ for 
tbe reasons aasigned in the text, being sentenced to 

. baBisbment by that singular but well-known institu- 
tion among the Athenians, called ostracism^ entered 
into the service of Artaxerxes, whose formidable 
armaments against the Greciau states he bad some 
years before tot^ly overthrown at the famous battle 
ofSalamis. Although Cicero positively asserts that 
botb Tbemistocles and Coriolanus destroyed tbem- 
aelves by tbeir own bands, yet the disagreeoaent 
of bistorians upon these points bas leil tbe &ct8 alto- 
gether uncertain. 

78. 7. ^uod .... fuiurum sU : ^ judging from 
tbe signs of tbe times, I am not certain tbat this out- 
rage (i. e. taking up arms against one^s couaUry under 
ihe plea offriendsMp) may not, at some future period, 
be committed." An allusion is evidently intended 
here to tbe partisans of Julius Csesar. 

Sec. XIQ. Some opinions on tbe subject of 
friendship to be rejected. Egotism inconaistent wlth 
true firiendahip. 

13 
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78. 22. J^rabilia qu<Bdam; opinions of the Stoics, 
Academics, and Epicureans. 

79. 3. Caput .... securitatem: " that exemption 
from care was the most essential ingredient in human 
happiness." 

79. 6. Multo inkumanius: "with still more illib- 
erality." 

80. 4. Animidolor: « sensibility." 

80. 12. Virtvtem .... volunt; as the Stoics, 
who think a wise man should have no sympathy for 
the misfortunes of others. 

80. 15. Ul et boni8 amici quasi diffundantWf (sc. 
Itetitid,) et incommodis contrahantur ; sc. nutrore. The 
nominative is implied in virtus. ^ The hearts of the 
virtuous expand with joy at the prosperity of a friend, 
and shrink with sorrow at his adversity." A similar 
application of the verb diffundo may be found in 
Ovid. Metam. iv. 388. 

** Postquam epulis functi generosi munere Bacchi 
Diflud^re animos/' 

In some editions we find diffundatur and conlrct-' 
hatur. 

Sec. XIV. The source of true friendship may be 
found in a conformity of habits. 

80. 26. Inanibus : " unprofitable ; " that is, which 
can render a man neither better nor happier. 

81. 8. SimUitudo ; that is, a similarity of disposir 
tionsy habits, and pursuits. 



litizedbyGoOgle 



NOTES. 147 

8L 10. Msciscantqufi sibi: ^aeek an iiitmiate ac- 
quaiDtance with them." 

81. 19. QxitB .... abhorreret. Melmoth thinks 
that Cicero refers in this passage to a custom which 
prevailed in Rome, by which the general, whose 
arms had made any new acquisition of territory to 
the republic, was the declared patron of those people 
whom he had subdued. These were aflerwards 
considered as the hereditary clients of his family, to 
the head of which they constantly had recourse, as 
their standing advocate, in all those causes of a na- 
tional concem which they had occasion to plead 
bcfore the senate. 

82. 5. MhU .... amtcis: ^that our iriends 
should have no wants to which we may administer." 

Sec. XV. Nothing more .valuable than friend- 
ship : fortune often a bar to fidelity in it 

82. 11. JWc U8U nec ratione : " neither by experi- 
ence," (for they can neither love nor be loved sin- 
cerely,) " nor by instruction." 

82. 19. Suspecta atque solMcUa. It is said of 
Dionysius of Syracuse, that he would not admit his 
wife or children to his apartment, without a previous 
examination of their garments ; nor would he sufier 
even his children to trim his beard, so suspicious 
bad he become on account of the hatred the people 
manifested of his tyranny. 

82. 22. SimvlaJtUme: <<under the semblance of 
penonal attachment" 
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83. S. IRd mperbid et impotiunitaU : ** with a tem- 
per 80 insolent and ferocious.** Quemquam: "any 
faithful friend." 

83. 8. Fastidio d contumacid: '^an arrogant and 
supercilious demeanor.^ 

83. 9. bisipierde fortunato : ^'than a prosperous 
fooL" 

83. 21. Eju8 enim .... tnribus. When Cr(B8U9 
showed Solon his riches, the latter told him that 
whoever should come with better iron would soon 
be master of his gold. 

Sec. XVI. Certain limits to be established in 
our friendship : three opinions upon this snbject 

84. 23. M calculos vocare amicUiam : " to make a 
mercantile account of friendship.** 

85. 19. hnpuri: "sordid." 

Sec. XVII. Rules to guide us in the choice of 
friends, and in our conduct towards them. Means 
of proving the sincerity of their friendship. 

86. 10. Emendati: "correct;" that is, free from 
those vices which are hostile to friendship, such as 
treachery, levity, avarice, ambition, and the like. 

86. 15. ^aiur : " may be at stake." 

86. 15. Declinandum sit de vid ; sc. rectu In his 
treatises on moral duties, Cicero mentions two cases 
only in which this course can be justified ; these are 
where a man is called upon to act either as a judge 
or advocate in the cause of his firiend. " If it shonld 
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come befbre him in bis judicial capacity," says 
Cicero, " he is no longer to consider himself in the 
character of a friend, but of a magistrate, who is 
Bolemnly swom to give sentence according to evi- 
dence ; and the only favor he can justifiably show. 
is to appoint the trial, in conSequence of the discre- 
tionaiy power with which he is invested by the 
laws, at the time which may be most convenient to 
fais friend. But when he appears as an advocate, 
he is under much less restraint He may support 
the cause of his friend, provided his crime be not 
of a very atrocious nature, without any impeach- 
roent of hisown integrity ; and in this he acts agree- 
ably, not only to the general practice and expectation 
of the world, but to the common dictates of human- 
ity. The judge, indeed, must strictJy and invariably 
foe govemed by truth, as far as he can dJscover it, in 
every question that comes before him ; but the advo- 
cate may be permitted to give a plausible coloring 
to the &ct in charge, and piace it in the most advan- 
tageous, though it should not be in its proper light 
And this is a doctrine," continues Cicero, " which 
I would not venture to advance, especiaily in a 
treatise on ethics, if I were not supported in it by 
the authority of Pansetius, one of the most judicious 
and respectable writers among the Stoic philoso- 
phers." Cicepo acted agreeably to this doctrine in 
fais defence of Milo, as he knew it was Milo's inten- 
tion to kill Clodius, if he met him on his way to 
Lanuvium. 

13» 
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86. 18. Negligmda est fama ; sc. propler Ofmcum, 
We must not be guilty of an infamous action to 
benefit our friends, for that would bring upon us the 
eontempt of mankind, and we should be injured 
more than our firiends would be profited. 

86. 18. JVec .... civium: "nor ought the gen- 
eral affection of our fellow-citizens to be considered 
of httle importance in the management of our affairs." 

87. 12. Miqud .... amicorum : " when the moral 
qualifications of our friends have been in some way 
put to the test." 

87. 13. In parvd pecunid ; " in a transaction in- 
Tolving but a small^um of money." 

87. 24. Seobscuratumiri: '^thatthey will dazzle 
the eyes of observers." 

87. 26. Itaque .... versantur, Epaminondas and 
Pelopidas may be considered among the rare in- 
stances here mentioned. There is nothing, indeed, 
more to be admired in the character of these illus- 
trious supports and omaments of the Theban com- 
monwealth, than that perfect union and constant 
friendship which subeisted between them during 
their joint direction of public affairs both in peace 
and war. If we shall observe, says Plutarch, what 
happened in the same situation between Aristides 
and Themistocles, Cimon and Pericies, Nicias and 
Alcibiiides, we sLall find their administrations full 
of tumult, corit4^titioi]Sy and disputes. 

88. 2. Caluviiiatum sodeiates : "a participation 
in the calamiiies of others." 

88* 8» Coniemnunt ; sc. amicos. 
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Sic. XVnL The qualitiM which true friends 
should possess. Basis of sineerity in friendship. 

88. 10. In uMque re ; that is, in not deserting a 
friend in his distress, or neglecting him in one'8 own 
prosperity. 

88. 16. SimpHeem: "sincere." Communem: "af- 
fiibie.'' ConsenHenUm: "accommodating." 

88. 20. Multiplex ingenium et twtiuMum : ^a wily 
and dissembling mind." 

89. 4 Fronie : " under a smooth brow." 
89. 13. BemMor: << more gentk.'' 

Sec. XDL Preference to be given to old friends. 
Friendship excludes all distinctioDS of rank. 

89. 25. MnUates ; sc. amicUiarum : << ne w friends." 

90. 27. In fabulis ; as in tbe accounts of Tele- 
phus, Paris. Romulus and Remus, iEgisthus, Cyrus, 
Semiramis, &c. 

Sec. XX. In friendship, those of higher rank in 
society should consider themselves on an equality 
with their friends. The proper conduct to be ob- 
served towards a friend. An unmoderate degree of 
affection to be restrained. 

91. 17. Officia exprobrantium : *< reproaching 
friends for obligations conferred upon thenL" 

92. 4. Q;uantumms exceUas : " however great your 
influence may be." 

98. 4. Ut . . . , amicis .* *< to render an absence 
fromour friends necessary." 
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93. 7. hi amiciHd parum Justus: <<unfit to sustain 
the character of a true friend." 

Sec. XXL When it becomes necessary to foreak 
'with a friend for other than criminal offences, the 
foands of friendship should be gradually untied; not 
suddenly cut asunder. Natural affection ; its power. 

93. 15. ^uonm .... infamia: <<the disgrace 
of whjch must foe shared foy their friends." 

94. 4. Meo nomine : ** on my account" 

94. 7. Uirumqut .... acerhd : ^'m footh instances 
he acted in a dignified manner, without any improper 
ezercise of power or resentment" 

95. 4. J^ec ipsi nbi exemplo sunt : " they cannot tell 
foy their own feelings," foecause the love which every 
man foears for himself, does not flow from any ex- 
pected reward, fout solely from the natural regard 
which he feels for his own person. 

95. 10. Est enim .... idem, This was Aris- 
tot]e's definition of friemlship. Ethic. viiL 1. 

95. 18. JSTatvrd, Not firom caprice, necessity, or 
the hope of profit 

Sec. XXII. Unreasonafoleness of those who wish 
to have friends more perfect than themselves. The 
laws of friendship. 

96. 19. Comitatus. Cicero profoafoly alludes here 
to those martial friendships which were common 
among the young men of Greece. 

^Hia amor unus eraJt, pariterque in beUa ruthant/* 
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Of this kind was the connectioB between Nisus 
and Euryalus. iEneid. ix. 176. Pelopidas, tbe Theban 
general, by uniting in tbis manner a band of twelve 
men, caused the restoration of their liberty to the 
Thebans. Instances of this heroic amity seem to 
have prevailed among the barbarous Scythians, as 
may be seen in the dialogue of Lucian. entitled 
•< Toxaris." 

97. 1. Cum .... cogit; /or then they will be 
deserted by those friends whom virtue has not united 
to them. What Ovid says wiU then proye true : 

'^ Diligitur nemo, nisi, ciii fortuna secunda est, 
Quae simul iutonuit proxima quaeque fugat.^' 

97. 5. J^egligentid: " by a hasty judgment." 

97. 8. Acta agimus : ^ spend our time unprofitably." 

97. 9. Implicati vUro d dtro: "having become 
mutually attached." 

Sec. XXni The value and importance of friend- 
ship universally acknowledged. The misanthrope. 

98. 11. Anquirat cdiquem^ Timon, spoken of 
two lines above, although he hated all the rest of 
mankind, is said to have liked Apemantus, whose 
character was similar to his own; and Alcibiades, 
because he was destined to be his country's ruin. 

Sec. XXIV. Among fiiends, the truth must be * 
spoken and listened to. Blaxims of Terence and 
Cato. 
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99. 4. Tht stgnis : ** by so many evidences.'* 

99. 10. Elevare: « to palliate." 

99. 15. Andrid; the Andrian, a cbmedy of Ter- 
ence. 

99. 20. Pr(Bcipitem ferri: "to be driven into 
danger." 

Sec. XXV. Nothing more pemicious to friend- 
ship than flattery. 

101. 14. Gnathonis; Gnatho, the name of one 
of the characters in the " Eunuch," a comedy of 
Terence. He performed the part of a parasite. 

101. 18. Loco : « by rank," or « by birth." 

101. 27. Influebat in aures : " insinuated himself 
into the favor." 

102. 1. Beficiendis: " reelecting." Byanoldlaw, 
cailed ^^Lex Genviia,^ no person couid be chosen 
tvi^ice to the same magistracy, unless an interval of 
ten years had elapsed since his last election. Caius 
Papirius Carbo eude^vored to procure a repeal of - 
this law, and to empower the people to reelect the 
same person unmediately on the expiration of his 
term of office. 

102. 10. Lex de sacerdotiis. The law proposed 
by C. Licinius Crassus gave to the people the right 
of electing tlie priests, pontiffs, and augurs, who had 
been before chosen by tlieir respective colleges. 

102. 12. Ben^um: "the power." This word 
Lb often used for the right or power of promoting or 
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electing any one to an office; sometimes for the 
promotion or election itself. 

102. 13. Inforum versus, It was customary, when 
the orators harangued the people upon any public 
occasion in the forum^ to address them with their 
faces turned towards the contiguous temple, in 
which the senate usually met, as a mark of respect 
to that supreme council of the state ; but Licinius, 
to show his contempt of the order, spoke with his 
back tumed upon that assembly. 

102. 17. Re magis, quam audoritate: "by the 
fbrce of truth rather than by the influence of station." 

Sec. XXVI. We must be on our guard against 
flatterers. The difTerent kinds of flattery. 

103. 18. Magnas .... mihi^ "didyou say that 
Thais returned me many thanks ? " This question 
is put by Thraso, the braggart captain, to Gnatho, 
the parasite, in the " Eunuch " of Terence. Thais 
was a courtesan in the same play. 

104. 5. Detmunus: "yields." 

104. 8. In " Epidero ; " in the " Heiress," a com- 
edy of Csecilius, a dramatic poet, contemporary with 
Ennius. 

104. 9. Hodie . . , . lauHssime : " never were old 
dotards on the stage so finely played upon and 
laughed at, as I have been by you to-day." 

104. 15. Qu^ videtvr in hominem cadere posse: 
^ which seems consistent with human frailty." 
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Sec. XXVn. Viitue gives birth, strength, and 
permanency to friendship. Tbe sentiment of fnend- 
ship 80 strong, that it unites old age and youth. 

105. 27. Aec nuhi .... habui : ^that is not held 
in remembrance by me alone, who always had 
opportunities of witnessing it" 

106. 8. Dt repMicd comensui : ^auniform sup- 
port in public affiurs." 
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THE POEMS OF CATULLU3 j selected ond pre- 
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86. 18. JVegligenda tst fama; ecpropter amievtn. 
We must Dot be guilty of an infamous action to 
benefit our friends, for tbat would bring upon us the 
eontempt of mankind, and we sbould be injured 
more than our friends would be profited. 

86. 18. JVce .... civium : " nor ougbt the gen- 
eral affection of our fellow-citizens to be considered 
of httle importance in the management of our affairs." 

87. 12. Miqud .... amicorum : ^ when the moral 
qualifications of our friends have been in some way 
put to the test." 

87. 13. In parvd pecunid : " in a transaction in- 
volving but a small^um of money." 

87. 24. Seobscuratumiri: "tbatthey will dazzle 
the eyes of observers." 

87. 26. Ita^ .... versantur, Epaminondas and 
Pelopidas may be considered among tbe rare in- 
fltances here mentioned. There is nothing, indeed, 
more to be admired in the character of these illus- 
trious supports and ornaments of the Theban com- 
fnoDweahh, than that perfect union and constant 
friendship which subsisted between them during 
their joint direction of public afifairs both in peace 
and war. If we shall observe, says Plutarch, what 
happened in the same situation between Aristides 
and Themistocles, Cimon and Pericles, Nicias and 
Alcibiades, we shall find their administrations full 
of tumult, contentions, and disputes. 

88. 2. Calamitaivm soccetatea: ^a participation 
in the calamities of others." 

88. 8. Contemnunt ; sc. amicos. 
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Sbc. XVnL The qualides which true fnends 
should possess. Basis of sincerity in fnendship. 

88. 10. In utrdque re ; that is, in not deserting a 
friend in his distress, or neglecting him in one's own 
prosperity. 

88. 16. Simplieem: "sincere." Communem: "af> 
fitble." Consentientem: ^accommodating." 

88. 20. MvlHpUx ingenium ettortuosum: ^awily 
and dissembling mind." 

89. 4. IVonte: ^ under a smooth brow." 
89. 13. BenUssior: « more gentle." 

Sec. XDL Preference to be giyen to old fiiends. 
Friendsbip excludes all distinctions of rank. 

89. 25. Nbvitaies ; sc. amtcUiarum : ^* ne w fiiends." 

90. 27. In fabulis ; as in the accounts of Tele- 
phus, Paris. Romulus and Remus, iEgisthus, Cyrus, 
Semiramis, &c. 

Sec. XX. In fiiendship, those of higher rank in 
society should consider themselves on an equality 
with their friends. The proper conduct to be ob- 
served towards a friend. An unmoderate degree of 
affection to be restrained. 

91. 17. Officia exprohrantitm : "reproaching 
friends for obligations conferred upon them." 

92. 4. Q^uantunwis exceUaa : "however great your 
influence may be." 

93. 4. Ut , . . , amids: ^to render an absence 
fromour fnends necessary." 
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93. 7. /n (amdHdparum jtuhu: ^un^t to sustain 
the character of a true friend." 

Sec. XXI. When it becomes necessary to break 
with a friend for other than crirainal offences, the 
bands of friendship should be gradually unUed; not 
suddenly cut asunder. Natural affection ; its power. 

93. 15. Quorum .... infamia: <<tbe disgrace 
of whjch must be shared by their friend&" 

94. 4. Meo nomine : " on my account" 

94. 7. Ulrumque .... acerbd : ^ in both instances 
he acted in a dignifiedmanner, without any improper 
exercise of power or resentment." 

95. 4. Nec ipsi aibi exemph sunt : " they cannot tell 
by their own feelings," because the love which every 
man bears for himself, does not flow from any ex- 
pected reward, but solely from the natural regard 
which he feels for his own person. 

95. 10. Est enim .... idem. This was Aris- 
tot]e's definition of fnendship. Ethic. viiL 1. 

95. 18. MUurd, Not fi-om caprice, necessity, or 
the hope of profit 

Sec. XXII. Unreasonableness of those who wish 
to have friends more perfect than themselves. The 
laws of friendship. 

96. 19. Comitatus. Cicero probably alludes here 
to those martial friendships which were common 
among the young men of Greece. 

"fTw amor unus erai, pariterque in belia ruebantJ' 
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Of this kind was the connectioB between Nisus 
and Euryalus. iEneid. ix. 176. Pelopidas, the Tbeban 
general, by uniting in tbis manner a band of twelve 
men, caused the restoration of their liberty to the 
Thebans. Instances of this heroic atnity seem to 
have prevailed among the barbarous Scytbians, as 
may be seen in the dialogue of Lucian. entitled 
•< Toxaris." 

97. 1. Cum .... cogit; /or then they will be 
deserted by those friends whom virtue has not united 
to them. What Ovid says wiU then prove true : 

'^ Diligitur nemo, ni«, cui fortuna secuuda est, 
Quae simul iutonuit proxima quaeque fugaf 

97. 5. J^egligentid: ** by a hasty judgment." 

97. 8. Acta agim/us : ^ spend our time uDprofitably." 

97. 9. Implicati vUro d cUro: "having become 
mutually attached." 

Sec. XXIIL The value and importance of friend- 
ship universally acknowledged. The misanthrope. 

98. 11. Anquirat cHiqxum. Timon, spoken of 
two lines above, although he hated all the rest of 
mankind, is said to have liked Apemantus, whose 
character was similar to his own; and Alcibiades, 
because he was destined to be his country's ruin. 

Sec. XXIV. Among friends, the truth must be ' 
spoken and listened to. Maxims of Terence and 
Cato. 
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99. 4. Tht signxB : ** by so many evidences.'* 

99. 10. Elevare: « to palliate." 

99. 15. JhuJtria ; the Andrian, a cbmedy of Ter- 
ence. 

99. 20. Pr€Bcipitem ferri: "to be driven into 
danger." 

Sec. XXV. Nothing more pernicious to friend- 
ehip than flattery. 

101. 14. Gnathonis; Gnatho, the name of one 
of the characters in the "Eunuch," a comedy of 
Terence. He performed the part of a parasite. 

101. 18. Loco : « by rank," or « by birth." 

101. 27. Influebat in aures : " insinuated himself 
into the favor." 

102. 1. Reficiendis : " reelecting." By an old law, 
called ^Lex Genviiay'" no person could be chosen 
tvi^ice to the same magistracy, unless an interval of 
ten years had elapsed siDce his last election. Caius 
Papirius Carbo eudeavored to procure a repeal of ^ 
this law, and to empower the people to reelect the 
same person immediately on the expiration of his 
term of office. 

102. 10. Les de sacerdotiis, The law proposed 
by C. Licinius Crassus gave to the people the right 
of electing tlie priests, pontifls, and augurs, who had 
been before chosen by tlieir respective colleges. 

102. 12. Beneficvum: "the power." This word 
iB often used for the right or power of promoting or 
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electing any one to an office; sometimes for the 
promotion or election itself. 

102. 13. Inforum versus, It was customary, when 
the orators harangued the people upon any public 
occasion in ihe forum^ to address them with their 
faces turned towards the contiguous temple, in 
which the senate usually met, as a mark of respect 
to that supreme council of the state ; but Licinius, 
to show his contempt of the order, spoke with his 
back tumed upon that assemb]y. 

102. 17. Re magis, quam audorUate: "by the 
fbrce of truth rather than by the influence of station." 

Sec. XXVI. We must be on our guard against 
flatterers. The diflerent kinds of flattery. 

103. 18. Magnas .... mihi ? " did you say that 
Thais returned me many thanks ? " This question 
is put by Thraso, the braggart captain, to Gnatho, 
the parasite, in the " Eunuch " of Terence. Thais 
was a courtesan in the same p]ay. 

104. 5. Detmanus: "yields." 

104. 8. In " Epiclero ; " in the " Heiress," a com- 
edy of CsBcilius, a dramatic poet, contemporary with 
Ennius. 

104. 9. Hodie . . , . lautissime : " never were old 
dotards on the stage so finely played upon and 
laughed at, as I have heeu by you to-day." 

104. 15. Qu« videtvr in hominem cadere posse: 
^ which seems consistent with human frailty." 
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Sec. XXVn. Virtue gives birth, strengthi and 
permanency to friendship. The sentiment of fiiend- 
ship so strong, that it unites old age and youth. 

105. 27. Aec nuhi .... habui: ^that is not held 
in remembrance by me alone, who always had 
opportunities of witnessing it" 

106. 8. Dt repMicd comensua : <<auniform sup- 
port in public affiurs." 
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A MANUAL OF THE CHALDEE LANGtTAGE : 

containing a Chaldee Grammar, chiefly fVom the German of Profee- 
8or 6. B. Winer ; A Ghrestoihathy, consisting of Selections f^om the 
Targums, and including the whole of the Biblical Chaldee, with 
Notet ; and a Vocabulaiy, adapted to the Chrestomathv. With an 
Appendix of the Rabbinical character and style. By Eliab Rioos, 

THE GREEK TESTAMENT, with Endish Notes, 

Critical, Philological, and Ezegetical, partly selected and arran^ed 
from tbe best Commentators, ancient and modem, but chieflv origi- 
nal : tbe wbole being specially adapted to the use of Acadepiit^ 
Stuaents, Candidatea for the Sacred Office, and Ministers of the 
Gospel ; aithough also inteBded as a Manual Edition ibr tbe v«a of 
Tbeological Readers in general. By the. ^v. S. T. BLooMriELOi 
D. D., F. S. A., Vicar of Bisbroolce, Rutland, (England.) 

THE GREEK PRIMITIVES of the Messieurs De 

Port Royal. To which are added Ru|es for Derlvation, or the 
Formation of Words. Selected prlncipaUy from ButtmalB*s Greek 
Grammar. 

CICERONIS SELECTiE QUiEDAM EPISTOLiE. 

Accedunt Notule eC Illustrationes Anglice. In uaum Scholarutn. 
Cura M. L. Hurlbkrt. 

THE POEMS OF CATULLUS; selected and pre- 

pared for fhe use of Schools and Colleges. By F. M. Hubbard, 
Teaclier of a Classical School, Boston. 

SELECT LETTERS OF PUNY THE YOUNGER; 

witl) Notet illustrative of tbe Maimers, Cuatoms, and Lawi of Um 
Ancieat Romana. For tlw nae of deboola. 
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DIL»I#AWAY'S l.ATm CI.ASSICS. 

I. CICERO DE SENECTUTE ET DE AMICITIA, 

•z editionibut Oliveti et Ern^i. Aecedont Note Anglica. CuiA 
O. K. DiLLAWAT, A. M. Editio Secunda. 

IL CICERO DE OFFICIIS. Acoedunt Notae An- 

glicae. 
IlLandlV. CICERO DE ORATORE. Accedunt 

Not» Anglic». 

V. P. TERENTn ANDRIA ADELPHIQUE. Ex 

editioiie WesterlioTianflU Accedunt Nota Anglicc. 



IN PRE9S, 

VL C. CORNELII TACITI GERMANIA ET 

AOBICOLA. Ez editiooe Jer. Jac. Oberiioi. Accedunt Nota 
Anglicft. 



In addition to the above, the BerieB will probably contain 
one yolume of Plautus, two yolumeB of Quinctilian, and the 
remaining workfl of Cicero, in eight volumes. 

The following are selected &otti many noticeB of thls 
■erieB wfaich haye appeared : — 

" TiiH lavfij^ af Latin ar« iinfler obLlffa.tiDfii to Mr^ Dllln^rVT ^or llfi 
Tcry HPttt and cammudlDUi edrtioiii^ cjf LStartP, Many will b* ti^mpted 
to read the^e pr^tty vcflijmei wHq m{(;ht nut fet^l courage' «aatigh to Ufi" 
deriokfi the tiuik £»? p^milnf i k«i wnvi^iniftiit ifdit^Dn ; ftfnJ mnny wiU 
purclinite iheio intereatini; treatlfleJ!!, M tliey eppear sefHiMit^ly ftnd at « 
moderiite prtce^ whn woiHd liavebeen rrpelled hy the tahor and *rxpitnme 
of goinji; ihroiigli llio *' Opemomnia^'' Thc form nincli resemhlea thiit 
df ttie BegtiLjt^ii «dltaon^ beitig venf ntsit, &w\ ininted wjai remark^ble 
cxjrrectfieM, . * . . We trMt thht Mt. Dimway *ill contintiehiB labn™ 
Iq thifl braiith, feeliitg auK tliat If Jis soot oa ai he liafl beuun. Ji« wiJl 
nader good «ervl» bo tba cauiw (sT Um cluatc* in our cuuntiry.^^ 



DigitizedbyUOOgle 



8 

J¥«n tlU Chrinkm. FssmiMtt Stptvfi^tr^ 1B37, 
"TlieBe ToliiTneB may im numbefedftmong the heai ffp*£3fnraB wbkli 
%».vt cume flftder «ur noCice, of what *tho&] ediliuri* of ihe classlce 
fluihl to bfi* Tlie se nerally rMei Tud iBat of Ol tvet nEid Enifiali haa beo n 
«dotitod in b(Jth rJiees. ■ . . • Tlie Nolea, which HiaheHbfmta llnrd of 
«ach vohime, af*i dmwn up wilh much tBteJudgitieu^ nrid esate i thtir 
ile&igu bBinc to eipLaiu niUislong, reaiilve uuuiiija] ard blltni conBimc- 
tlona Bnd point ool nSte af^adea of meaisingj wiihOQi jiiierCeringj how- 
ever wUh the pmvVnce onhii leKkoirapheTj or invoWuvg the student 
tn BhlloloErkJLl uueatlorj» fnT which heifl not prtpitied, or ilriiwinp away 
tl# atteiitJDn ttt irrelevant tO|ticfl. The ajipenranizt? of tjie pflge ia nlflO 
(kir aiid InvltiTig, aod ihe mechanical eiec iititm in all nespect» satiBfac- 
tory i aod vet th« wholei* Birordod at aprice cousideraljly le^s thftn waa 
paid^ flot mariy yearv ago, for the wntae and dingy ('laBa^booka then 
uped in our atadeinies and Mllegei* 

"The two voliimea before nsy we obfflJire, are pjrmtei] ajid butind «> 
OB to mfltchj and we naderslftnd it is Mr. Dfllaway*B parpo« to ndd tw 
iho «eriea — a piirjwH; whjch we hupo tie wlU fliid oiipottanuy and 
«bqouragement U> tealize." 

"The Ifltler of thcse worki {Da Officiia) hns lotifr hwn fltudled (n 
mfjst of the cr>Ue(fea and highar aeminariefl of New Englftmi. The 
trealitieB contFiJnea in Ihf otlier, i l)e tienectute et ile Amidtia^) thou|^ 
Iiardiy Itfla valnahle, have not^ we believe, hwn m |Hnerally ai*ed ap 
teil booki, htit ate innch rend in privale, Mr. Diliaway haa doiie ■ 
«Dod •fcrvice t« the cauip of claMica! Jeaming, and of Brod taite atid 
Hound nioraiB, in ^tivine llieee editioiiB tn the ptililic. Thfly aro Mrly 
aJapied to the atndy of youth hy iho eicellence of thelr *tyle aiid tho 
barily of theit wntiments. A ymn^ mftn uan hirdly riae from th« 
ieruiat of them, without feeliDg a dertain elevution of thmifiht, and 
jtreneilipninir «f virtuoufl purfMriesi while, a» apedmens of puiH lan^ 
viiBige and ftb- wfiting, Ihey caniiut he it» cajn&fiilly studted. .... 
ThC' *i(ilLcij hM weli dnue whal he hae undiirtaken to do- The KoU» 
Aro&cenratej in |ood lAvtfli and well jllustrate the teit.^» 

Eiii-MlJ^im d le£ter qf Prof. J. L. KingiU^, qf Foii QpHve. 
" I hftTe read overthe volume, (De SftDectvte et de Amletda,) ind it 
appeai'» t*> mo to be lediied witb greaL caro and good judgraeol* The 
typogniphy ie uiicommuafy neat and corre*^!." 

EsOraa f^m n Imtr <^ Rtv. .hkn P. Cka,ichs, Prejddml <if Sl. Mant's 

»a rcceivud fmm you, soine time agOt your edition of Cic*ro de B^ 
Hcclqle and I>e OfficllB. I phaLI prohahly iiitrtidtice tbeoi into Uii* 
Collflee at ih& aext icisslon." 

JV™ a irftfw of fiflr. finihiLT FUh, B, D., Prehd*rti ilf t^ W^m 

, . . ** 1 am hiffbly pl«*aged wilh your neat odition of Glcfin) da 
Orator*. ..... The editorial and mechani^aJ eMCUtion IfUlj I 

Mhmk, zecotamejid tlM work lo the puMic" 
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Eiimufrom^Lmir^R09, JtHm EdMonis, D, D^ Prtiiitnt tffAndoner 
Tkeologieal Semimry, 

.... "TheezecQtionofthe workissacliudoeafreatcredlttoUie 
«ditor and the printers." 

From Reo. Franeis Waylandj D. D., President efBrown UnwereUif. 

" I rejoice to perceive that your efforts are continued in this looft 
knportant field of literary lat)or. Few works need judicious notes 
mpre than thia one, (Cicero de Oratore ;) and for want of tiiem and in 
consequence of the very inferior editions which have been publishei 
in thii country heretofore, I believe it has been read much lesi than it 
deterves. I have no doubt that it will supersede all the other forms in 
whlch thif treatise haa been presented to the public, and I shall feel it ■ 
my duty to recommend it whenever it may be in my power." 

fyom the AnndU nfEdneatMn. By Pr(tf. E. jS. Jindretoe, 
** Among the philoeophical writings of Cicero, there are probabl> 
none so generally read. or so justly admired, as bis treatises on Old Age 
and Friendship ; and it is remarkable that, until the present time, na 
good edition of these works bas issued from the American press. The 
ooly distinct edition of these essays which has been publishjed for many 
years in England, so fkr as we are informed, is that of E. H. Barker, 
whicb, thouKh abounding, like the other works of the same editor, in 
evidences of eztensive research and profound scholitrship, is not well 
adapted to the use of the common clasaical student. It is tberefore 
with peeuliar satisfaction that we welcorae this edition, enriched as it 
la by the editoiial labora of Mr. Dillaway ." 

f^om tke Oirietian Regieter. 
" Wehave given to the present work (De Senectute etde Amicitia) 
■ome ezamination, and cannot refrain fVom expressing high approba- 
tion of the manner in which the editor has performed his important 
task. The most difficult part of his labor was the preparation of the 
Notes. This he hasezecuted with great skill, accuracy, and Judnnent. 
.... Mr. Dillaway is particularly well fitted for the work he baa 
undertaken, having had ample ezperience as instruetor in the first 
clasaical school in oor country.^' 

From tke Ckriatian Reme», 
" This is a very neat edition of Cicero*s treatise De Officiis. The 
tezt is printed in a clear, handsome type, leaded, and so divided into 
sectiousand marked with figures along the margin, as to make the 
book convenient for recitations. The English notes of . the editor 
«ppear to be correct and judicious, affording just the kind of aid which 
the students need, without encumbering them with help. The same 
editor has published similar editions of Cicero^s book De Oratore, and 

o( the beautiful little efisays De Senectute et de Amicitia These 

books are evidences of a widely-spread taste for classical leaming, and 
they are well adapted to foster it. Believing tliat a Judicious study of 
the classics is a valuahle means of mental discipline, and is capable. 
iinder the direction of a wise teacher, of being made an instrument oi 
moral instruction. we look with pleasure oa «very indication of a 
growing love for the study." 
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